-3

' THF.- PRFSS: Mr. Sharp, auﬁposinﬁ that Taiwvan atni].d withdraw its own
represohtatives heré, would_thiQ in any way conditfon what action you right take in
sn {ar as there was some succeas'vith the Red Chinese negotiations?
. ? MR. SHARP: I cannot ansver a hypothetical question like that, I do not

expect that the fegime in Taiwan will withdraw their representation in Canada now,
not because we are exploring tris possibility of recognizing the Pboplc's Repudblic
Government as the povernment of rmainland Chinl.

THE PRESS: Mr. Sharp, wkat criteria do you or the Prime Minister use for
determiﬁing whetrer a government rtpfesonta the nation it governs?

MR. SHARP: This is a matter of fact and no one I think has challenged the
fact that the Penple's Republic governzsnt in Peking is effectively in control of
the mainland of China, | | |

‘THE PRESS: TIs it not truve, then, by the slﬁc token that, for example, the Ian
Smith -overnment in Rhodesia goverha éffectivnly over thdeaia‘i

VMR, SHARP: Yes, but the Rhodesian government is now subject to condernation
fn the United Nations,

THF, PRESS: The Chinese governmsnt in Peking is still under U.N. condemnation
for acpression }n Korea, .The resolution of the United Nations has never been rescinded.

MR. SHARP: Yes, but the question of whether the People's Republic of China
povernment isx in control of the mainland is natAin question and, as I said, we are
roing to nrrotiate to =ee if we can bring about a recogmition of that govermment
hocau-e ve belie\e that the fact that thnre is a glp betwaen China and the rest of the
world is a feriouﬂ threat to peace, We are not suggesting that we approve the
~overrment of mainland China any more than we approve the actions of many governments
that we reccpgnize’, Rut we believe we should recognize the existence of the fact,

THE PRESS: Mr. Sharp, we have recognized the Kationalist Government of
China for a mmber of yearé and since 1962 we have been running a trade deficit with

‘tem, why hive we not had an smhtassador in Taiwan?




