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THF PRFSS : Mr . Sharp, supposing that Taiwan abauld withdraw its own

re prrsentatives here, would this in any way condition what action you night take in

io far a s there was so me. success with the Red Chinese negotiations ?

MR . SHARP : I cannot answer a hypothetical question like that . I do not

exprct that the regime in Taiwan will withdraw their representation in Canada now,

not because we are exploring this possibility of recognizing the Pe ople 's Republic

Government as the p,o v ernAent of r•ainland China.

THE PRESS : hr . Sharp, what criteria do you or the Prim Minister use for

det.ermininR whetter a government represents the nation it governs?

FA . SHARP : This is a matter of fact and no one I think has challenged the

fact tha t the Penple ' s Republic goTernrent in Peking in effectively in control of

the mainland of China ,

THE PRESS : Is it not true, then, by the same token that, for exan+ple, the Ian

Sm, th -rvernn,p nt in Rhodesia governs effectively over Rhodesia?

YR . SHARP : Yes, but the Rhodssian government is now subject to coade=ation

in the United Nations .

TNF. PRF:3S : The Chinese govern ment in Peking is still under U .N . conde:rnation

for agPression in Korea . The resolution of the United Nations has never been rescinded .

MR . S11AR^ : Tes, but the question of whether the People 's Republic of China

vovernnrnt is in control of the mainland is not in question and, as I said, we are

!7oinp to nrFotiate to Ree if we can bring about a recognition of that govercnent

h'►caure we believc that the fact that there is a gap between China and the rest of the

world is a serious threat to peace . tib are not suggesting that we approve the

-cverrment of mainland China any nore than we approve the actions of many governments

th Rt we recePni 7.e *. But we believe we should recognize the existence of the fact .

TitE. PAF.rS : Mr . Sharp, we have recognized the Nationalist Government of

"hi na for a mrmhF r of years 1nd since 1962 we have been running a trade deficit with

• t,ern . -.,My h ;..vP we not had an Fmbaaaador in Taiwan?


