
eign exchange reserves of $200-300 million and a
GDP of $1.460 million at the unofficial exchange
rate, and $26.953 billion at the officiai rate - 6
kyats to one US dollar).[15 ] Accordlng to the latest
U.S. State Department, opium production has risen
from 800 tons (in 1988) to 2,340 metric tons (nearly
tripled) - enough opium to produce 230 tons of
heroin and satlsfy the U.S. heroin market many
times over. There are few signs, the report
observes, of improvement ini the government's
couniter narcotics performance. Groups known to
be involved in the heroin trade, such as the United
Wa State Army and the Kokang militia, remain
heavily armed and enjoy complete autonomy in
their base areas. Moreover, Khun Sa, once labeled
by the regime itself as the heroin lynchpin (who
however "surrendered" in 1995) has not been pros-
ecuted (nor extradited to the U.S., as the Amen-
cans hoped, perhaps even expected).[16] There is
evidence of a reluctance. accordingi to the ILS
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The Down-tem "War on Drugs":
Vancouver and British Columbia

As seen from the case in Burma, the U.S. or U.S-led
upstreani "war against drug", has flot produced the
intended or hoped for resuit. The "war agaînst
drugs» down-stream too, has flot been successful.
To illuminate the lack of success, and the complexi-
ty of the "war on drugs", an analysis of the "war" in
Vancouver is presented below: Police officers
involved in the drug war admit that efforts to, stem
the tide of heroin inflow is flot workingj[2O] This is
due, in their views, to a number of reasons. One
reason is that there is flot enough manpower to
search even containers from suspected countries
and cities. As such, only small quantities of heroin
have been seized, and most of these are those
seized from addicts and street pushers (most of
whom are themselves addlcts).

Officers in the RCMP and the City police admit
that the "war on drugs" is complicated by the fact
that they are able to take more or less effective
action only against street pushers and small-time
suppiiers, and do flot have the resource or man-
power to investigate, arrest, and prosecute the big
suppliers and financiers. In the words of a much
decorated police officer, Gil Puder, wealthy traffick-
ers are rarely caught; those arnested are street
pushens-addlcts; and addicts (for possession of 111e-
gal dnugs).[21] As a result, the war on drug has
become dlstorted: the goal is no longer to eradi-


