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totally prohibited. Concerning a. third group, e.g. a.lkylphosphonochlorida.tes

and - fluorida,tee; which are important binary precursors with rela.tively limited

civilian use, a. licence system with surveilla.nce should be esta.blisheû, and the

production and use outside this system prohibited.

The idea. of crea.ting a. consulta.tive committee with a. perma.nent secreta.ria.t for

international verifica.tion mea.sures has also ga.inedcommon ground. This committee

could also -take ca.re of the list of the prohibited dompounds in order to keep it

updated, as well a.s to control that the licence system ha.s been applied. In a.ddition,

overy pa.rty to the convention should have the right to make proposals concerning

the list.

By way of conclusion we believe, talting into a.ccount that the convention should

be comprehensive and the ba.nning of chemical agents prima.rily ba.sed on purpose

criterion, that verifica.tion would be best served if, in a.ddition to the toxicity

criterion, a. list of known or strongly suspected chemica.l agents with sta.ndardized

verifica.tion da.ta. could be ma.de a.va.ila.ble. Complete verifica.tion is not possible.

Sria.ll amounts of da.ngerous a.gents can be prepa.red in rela.tively simple la.bora.tories,

and even new extremely toxic compounds developed, often unintentionally, in connection

with other investigations. These. products may be da.ngerous e.g. in the ha.nds of

terrorists. Their large scale production and development for a. milita.rily important

wea.pons system can be disclosed by various detection mea.ns. Thus even if the list

nf prohibited agents cannot be complete in rega.rd to potentia.l or wecret toxic agents,

the amounts and significa.nce of such compounds would be limized. The sta.nda.rdized

verifica.tion methods could constitute a. good ana.lytica.l system for new not previously

mentioned compounds.

Finally, we understa.nd very well tha.t the above-mentioned suggestions do not

solve the difficult problem of verifica.tion. We believe, however, that if the

realistic possibilities and limits of verifica.tion were dia.gnosed in the context of

agreeing upon the scope of the ba.n, the relia.bility of the convention is increased.
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