
When the RDMHQ was initially proposed, it attracted broad support in the UN Secretariat. In

welcoming the proposai, Boutros-Gliali stated that the idea fostered a "culture of prevention" and

that, "even if it will flot be used it is a kind of dissuasion."83

RDMQ Limitations

A UN RDMHQ of some sixty-one personnel could provide the necessary impetus for developing

and co-ordinating headquarters arrangements, but there are legitimate doubts about its ability to

fulfil its five primary tasks in any period of intense activity where it may face multiple operations.

Even in its full composition, it is still only the sheli of an operational mission headquarters. In

particular, concemns arose over the initial plans for the RDMHQ -- whether it might be a 'silver

bullet' -- a single-mission mechanism that once deployed could leave DPKO with insufficient


