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especially regarding the areas of exploration, production,
refining, importation, and distribution.

3.1 Exploration and exploitation

Present legislation in this area is based on the Political
Constitution of the Republic of Chile, enacted in 1981.
Article 19 of the Constitution reads as follows:

"The exploration, development, or exploitation of deposits
containing substances not subject to concession may be
managed directly by the State, or by state-owned
enterprises, or by means of administrative concession
arrangements or special petroleum operation contracts. In
this regard, all requirements and conditions set forth by
the President of the Republic, in each case by presidential
decree, must be met. This standard shall apply also to


