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Canada's f irst Christmas carol
ýTwas in the mon of winter tirne when ail the birds had fled,

That mighty Gitchi Manitou sent angel choirs instead.
Before their light the stars grew dixii,

And wand'ring hunters heard the hymn:

Father Jean de Brébeuf, S.j., a missioflary, composed what is beivdtJesus s or Kn;a n

be Canada's first Christmas carol about 1641. In Excelsis Gloria!"

Brébeuf arrived in New France in 1625, hoping to bring salvation to Wti og fboe aktetne aewsfud

the Indians. After roving with the Montagnais for five wintery months, Ailu rage robe of rabo kn ark thetender Bbeast fround

he departed for the Georgian Bay and Lake Simcoe region, home of the And as the hunter braves drew high,

Huron Confederacy. His work was difficuit. Only complex political nego- The angel song rang loud and high:

tiations convmnced the Hurons to take himi on the gruelling voyage to "JesusuKig is born;

their country. Later, when plagues ravaged the natives, some threatefled In Excelsis Gloria!

to kilt Brébeuf and his colleagues, suspecting that they bad created the The earllest moon of winter tîrne is not so round and fair

diseases through witchcraft. The Iroquois, hereditary enemies of the As was the ring of glory on the helpless Infant there.

Huros, aptred rébuf n 169 ad pt hin t deth.While Chiefs from far before Him knelt,

Huros, aptredBrôbuf u 149 nd pt hm t deth.With gifts of fox and beaver peit.

The new-found faith of the converts no doubt consoled Brébeuf "Jesus, your King, is borni;

thogotthese trials. In 1642, he noted with pleasure that "The In- Jesus is born;

dians have a particular devotion for the night that was enlightened by the I xessGoi!

birth of the Son of God.... Even those who were at a distance of more O children of the forest free, 0 sons of Manitou,

thantwoday' jurny me ata gvenplae t sin hyns u hnou of The Holy Child of eaxth and heav'n is born today for you.

thantwoday' jurne me ata gven lac tosîn hyrns n hnou ofCorne, kneel before the radiant Boy

the new-bomn Child." One of the hymns was Brébeuf s own Jesous Who brings you beauty, peace and joy.

Ahatonhia. An interpretation of the carol by J.E Middletofl is repro- Jesus rKn born;

duced at upper right. 
In Excelsis Gloria!"

Wartime project now vital trans-
portation Iink

The Federal Governmneft recently dedi-

cated a national historic monument and

plaque at Contact Creek, British Colum-

bia to comnmemorate the completion of

the 1,523-mile Alaska Highway 35 years

Canadian section, paymgè uit li.a. u-
erument $108 million for airfields, ffight

strips, telephone systems and buildings

along the route.
According to Eruie Robin, superinten-

dent of the National Historc Parks and

Sites, northern British Colurnbia area,

"There sre longer highways in Canada

aud ones that were built through more

difficult terrain, but the amazing aspect

of the Alaska Highway is that it was built

in such an uabeievably short time [the
roadway was cleared in only six months].

"It is important not only as a wartime Yukon grew up along the highway. The

defence mneasure but because of the im- road îs a vital transportation link today

pact the highway has had on the develop- and much developmneit in the North

ment sud economy of the North. would have been impossible without the

"The major population centres of the route."

(Above) Chairman Dr. Margaret E. Prang (Historie Sites and Monuments Bordr of

Canada) addresses some 70 guests before the unveiling of a plaque commemoratiflg the
completion of the Alaska Highway, 35 years ugo.


