
THE EDUCATIONAL RE VIE W.

A fine coloured, picture of d'e death of Nelson,
can b. obakeà front d'e Messrs. Steinherger,
Hendry & Rq«muy, Toronto. Prie $2.

IN the teachers' pe nsion scheme reonmended
for Nova, Scotia, it is praposed to form a fund from
the following sources . Teachers whose salaries do
not exceed $300 shall contribute one per cent; d'ose
who receive more than $300 and not more dma $800,
twa per cent; suad d'ose who receive more d'an $800,
three per cent. In addition, d'ere wili b.- interest

ton d'e permanent fumd, and d'e governiment of Nova
Scotia is expected to contribute $2,ooo a year.

A NATioNAL conférence of trustees of American
colleges and universities will b. held at d'e Univer-ý
sityj of Illmb, Urbana, Illiaois, begnnimig Tuesday,
Octeber i7th, during the week in wbich Dr.
Edniund J. James will be fornxally inatigurated as
president of- that. upaveraity. Soin. important
questions will b. diseused regarding cailege admin-
istration, which in d'e United States, is nmnaged
by boards-of trustees. compoaed- of -non-experts,, that
is to say, by laymen interested in, but iiot engaged
in, prof essional educationai work. While this
med'od of contralisl regarded as satisfactary by
sorte, by others it is'held ta b. a serieus weakness
ta the system, of higlier education. la England the
aid, universities are self-gov.rnng bodies, controlled
largely by the. faculties; in France and Germany
they are departinents of, the governiment, and so
far as they are nat directly under the contrat of
d'e government, they are autonomous, that is, ruled
by the faculties.

Nature Stady In Canada.

I. an article on Nature-study in the School4 af
Ncova Scotia, pub1ishedý recently in d'e Ottawa
N(tu-ralist and later in. the Nature-Study Rexz,
of New Yark, Dr. A. H. MacKay gives an interest-
ing sumrmary of the growth of* the nature-study i .dea
in. Eastern Canada, beginning with d'e presentation,
a quarter of a century aga, of an-outline of a nature
course for -th'e schools af Nova Scotia. At the
instance of Dr. Allison, superintendent of schools,
Dr.- MacKay, then principal of the public schools
and the historie acaderny of Pictou, laid before the
N. S. Educational Association on thei. 4th July,
i88o, the. outîjue af a course which, after discussi6n
and revision, soan after became a part of the pre-

scribed course of the first eight grades of the Nova
Scotia schools.

Early ini 1887 three teachers representing the pro-
vinces of Nova Scotia, New Brunswick and Prince
Edward Island met at Pictou on the invitation of
Principal MacKay, and the result was the founding
of a journal, whose primary object was to foster
the nature studY idea. Quoting the words of Dr.
MacKay:

In z887 TEE EDucATioNAL REvIEw, which has ever silice
been continuously published at St. John, N. B., was started
with the object of developing the nature-study side of the'
course, as weII as serving incidentally as a teachers' organ
for the Atlantic Provinces of Canada. flltistrated tessons
on natural objects were prepared, -the most contiùuous
being the series under the titie " Fe=rdale Schoo1." Thé~
whole enviroliment of common-school life was more or
less covered, instrttion for teachers on various subjoetuý
including even the evenitig sky, which was illustrated by
a series of star maps. The Ferndale series dealt with the
biological s"d ai*; but other papers covered ci*moeuog,
phyScal phenoinena of common rang and so fort%, bef om
any similar effort. appears to bave been made in a-ny other
province of Canada.

Dr. MacKay then traces the growth of nature-
study in connection with the normal school of Nova
Scotia, and the appropriations of Sir William Mac-
donald at Guelph, .Ontario, to provide sudtable in,~
struction for teachers of nature-study throughogf
Canada. He also alludes incidentally te the work
carried on by the teachers and, schools in bis own
province, where such observations are made as. the.
flrst flowering, leafing and' fruitmng of planta;
the migration of birds; thunderstorms, frosts, high,
and low water, etc. These have been taken. se
,regularly and proved of sucli utility that many
schools elsewhere, fromn Nova Scotia to British.
Columibia, have adopted the. sanie plan; with results.
that promise to become increasingly useful.

The " Ferndale Series," referred ta above, was
the contribution to the REviEw of Dr. MacKay,, and
hie lias been asked to revise that suggestive series,
bring it up to date and publish i-t in pamphlet forma
with other related matý r. Such a guide ta nature
study would be invaluable to the teacher, and it is
boped that Dr. Mac!Kay may flnd time to, elaborate
bis early work.

The Boston Traveller thinks that the heu whose
egg product is valued at $28o,ooo,ooo yearly is
more desirable as a national bird than the lordly
eagle, which causes loss rather than gain to the.
country. The suggestion is practical, if it is ùot
sentinientat
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