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way u P to Victoria Falls, àind a steel bridge across the
Zambesi at that point. Later, and probably before
the enid of the present year, they wvill carry the work
to the, bend of the Kafu., 300 Miles further north.
when Rhodesia will have a total of over 2,,300 mlileS of

railwa'v.

l'he new Pacifie caille front (alia(la to Auistralia.
the "AII-R.ed" cable, as it is called. becauise it touches
ônIl' on British territory. is now open for regular busi-
ness.

The -United States will Lrol)ably a(lolt the Cana-
dian banking system. which is acknowledged to lie the
best in tbe world. It provides an elastic cttrrency, a
safe nàte issue. and the advantage of brancbi batiks ini
small places, of which they feel the need.

It is estimated that sixty thousand people camie te
Canada this year fromli Nebraska, Minnesota and the
Dakotas. Only about baîf that nunînber bave conte
from the British Isles during tbe year; 'but that is ail
increase of more than ten thousand over the British
immigration of the preceding year. .It is becoming
known. both in the United Kingdom and iii the-United
States,ýthat Canada's greatest tracts of farming lands
are stili untilleci, bier greatest mines yet undiscovered.
bier timber reserves of such vast area that tbe figures
seem incredible, lier waterways unequalled. and that
life -and property are safer in Canada, anti the punisb-
ment of crime more swift and sure, than in any of tbe
republics of the three Amiericas. Nowbere iii the
world, unless it bie in South andi Central Africa wiIl
the population increase so rapidly in the near future
as it will in Canada.

Britain is now responsible for the welfare of ov'cr
haîf.of the two hundred million inhabitants of Africa.

-Forty millions are under the British flag. and British
influence in Egypt and, tbe Soudan touches a butndrcd
millions more.

The cerenuonies atten(ling the conmpletion of the
great dami at Assouan took place on the r îtb of
December, in the presence of tbe Duke andi Duchiess
of Connaught. the Khedive. andi Earl Cronuier, the
British agent iii.Egypt. The immense- structure wl
hold back a thousand million tons of water, saving it
for irrigation * work. A canal witb four locks carnies
boats pa:st the damn. The supplemientary dlam at As-
siout. flot yet completeti, will bie baîf a muile long, or
about haîf the length of the Assouan dlam. Together
tbey will atit 2,500 miles to the area of landl uin(er
c.ultivation in Egypt.

Great (Iistress prevails iii tbe shep raisilîg districts
of Australia. owinig to the prolonged <lrougbit. Sliecp
,rre dying of starvation. anti the grain crops iii soile
sections are a total failure.

A disastrous earthquake bas cccumred at Andijan.
town in Russian Turkestan. "y wlîicb i500bue

were destroyeti and 4,000 peop)le killed. For ten days
or more after the first sbock, the grotind conntinlucd to
oscillate, and a gencral subNsidence of tlie site r)f the
town was fenreti.

he telegraphi cable froin California to the Hawaiian
Islands lias beeil comipleted. and the first message wvas
sent ov er it on Nev Year's day. It is proposed to
cx\tcnd at te Manîilla.

Dr. Sven Hedin. the Swcdisli explorer, lias returned
te 'England fromi his jourtiey tbrpughi Central Asia.
The restilts of ]lis tbrec ycars of travel wiII involve a
compflete altcration of existing îaps of that region.
On the shores of Loo Nor, an ancient nor (or lake) iii
Turkestan. now dlry, be found among the ruins of
bouses and temples Chiniese manuscripts i6oct years
cld. whicb prove that Lob was then ail important
place on a great hligbway froin Pekiin to Kashgar. It
is niow a sceile of awitul dlesolation. with no sign of Iifc
of anvy kind. Lob Nor wvas knownl to earlier explorers
as a Nvide shallow marsbi. rather than a lake. This is
the usual character of the ilors of Central Asia, wbere
streams lose tbemselves iii the desert, tbough in-some
cases the shallow lakes thus formed are so sait that no
vegetation.will grow in themn. Dr. Hedini will require
several vears to preliare bis xvork for publication.

'l'lie proped ticw railway to mnit nlrth of Lake Winili-
peg is called the Trans-Canada railway. Its wvestern terni-
muts is to be at Port Simpson, iiear the mouth of the
Skeia; its easterni teriiiini iii sumnier at Quebec and
Chicoutimi, and iii winter at St. John and Halifax, by con-
nection with the lintercolonal. It is already bujit front
Quebec and Chîicoutimi as far as Lake St. John, on the
Saugeniay. Thence it is proposed to ruin north-westerly,
ivithin the nortlîern limit of cereal growing territory. with
a short branch line to reach the navigable waters of Hud-
soni Bay, at the mouth o thf Nottaway river. This scbeme
i,; admittcdly a rival to that of the transcontinental exten-
sion of the Grand Trunk, and clainîs goverilment aid in
preference to the latter, because it wilI lie wholly within
Canadian tcrritory.

SCHOOL AND COLLEGE.

A conference, composed of representatives of the Atlan-
tic Province colleges and superintendents of education,
wvith Dr. G. R. Parkin, was held at Mount Allison Uni-
versity, Sackville, in December. Dr. Parkin, who had just
returned from Oxford, described the arrangements tfiat
liad heni inade at thait university for tlîe reception of
candidates under the Rhodes' scholarship bequest, and the
ilécCssity of establishiîîg somne impartial system of selec-
tion. If the truistees of the bequest carry out thecir present
intenltion., about 24 Canladianl scbiolars will bie continually
gctting the advanitage cf ail Oxford educatiosi. The
following conclusions were arrived at during the conference
for the guidance of the Rhodes' trostees: i. That one
sclîolarship be allotted to candidates from each of the pro-
vinces of Nova Scotia, New Brunswickc and P. E. Island.
2. Tlîe competition for these scholarships shaîl be open only
to graduiates or under-graduates of at Ieast two ycars'
stanîding of degree-coliferring colleges or universities. .
l'le ordinary age limit of candidates shall be tWentyýthree
Ycars, provided, bowevcr, that in exceptional circunistaices


