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it i. stated that wben the war in South Africa is
over King Edward and Queen Alexandra wiIl visit the

colonies and India, and that hie majesty will lie crowned
Emperor of India wbile in that part of his dominions.

In Malta there is moine dismatiafaction over a question

of language. The po l i general speak a fanguage of

Arabie origin, but mouto0fý the upper classes aiso speak

Italien, which bas hither1ô been the officiai language.

Maltele, Italian and English have been taught ini the

schobes. [t.bas been decided te substitute English for

Italien as the language of the courts after a terri of

yearal, bence the dissàtisf action on the part of those who.
speak the latter tonglie.e

Sericus disturbance le again reportod in the Philip-

pines, wbere a company of United Statesi troops was

recettly attacked an~d defeated by a body of four hunt-
dred Filipinos.

A force of 1,500 Boers, under Commandant Botha,

bas attacked a fort oq the Zululand frontier and been

repïdeed with a loss of one-tbird of their number. Boers

have been raiding in Natal : and names of places that

were the scenes of operations at the beginning of the

war are now again ýmentioned in despatches. Rebels

are gathering in considerable numbers at several points

in Cape Colony ; but the, Transvaal and Orange River

colonies are comparatively free f romn the enemy.

It may be well to look up maps cf the Persian Gulf, for

British warships are g thering there, and there are said

to be 3000 uksh ,ps at Basra ., on the river Tigris.

It in tbought to lie the intention of the Turkisb author-
ities to seize Koweyt, a maritime district just outh of

the mouth of the Tigris, under the rule of an independent

Arab chief. This ýchief, the Sheikb cf Koweyt, was

defeated a few montbs ago in a confiot with the Emir

of Nejd, in Centra1 Arabiaî. The Sultan cf Turkey,

whôse acknowledged sovereignty in Arabia extends

only to the lower waters cf the Tigris, apparently thinks

this a favorable time for mecuring a strip cf coant terri-

tory on the Gulf of Per-ia; but the British admirai on

that station bas refused to allow the, landing cf tke

Turkish troops at Koweyt. The pMation ls important

as lying near our Indian frontier. The' orte isinsis3tiug

on the sovereign rigbts cf Turkey over Ioweyt.

The Dominion government is expected to give $60,-

030 towards Capt. Bernier'b Polar expedition, wbich is

hiaif the amount required. Lord Stratheona, bas prom-

ised $5,000 wben the other $55,000 is raised.

It is rumored that France will demand that Turkey

acknowledge French sovereignty over Tunis.

An automobile sleigh capable of higb speed bas beenl

invented in Sweden. It is driven by petroleum, and

has wbeels that enable it to move on the sncw.

Germany is said te have secured f rom Spain a pur

chase option on the island cf Fernando Pc, near th(

coset cf the Cameroons territcry (German West Africa)

The Russian ice-breaking steamer Ermak bas re

turned frmn bier airctic expedition, the voyage plannec

fromn Nova Zembla tc the mouth of the Yenisei bavini

been abandoned, cwing ,to unbreakable ice barriers

The Ermak discovered, on the soutb-east cf Franz Jose

Land, several islands before unkncwn.

The relief steamer Erik bas returned fron Gréenland
witb tidings cof Lieut. Peary and bis party. Peary-

sailed from Nértb Sydney, C. B., in July, 1898, fing
to reach the North Pole fromn the nortb of Greenland.

,He went fartber north tban the fartliest point hereto-
fore reached in the western hemisphere, tbougb.net se

far as either Nansen or Abruui. He ba rounqed and

accurately mapçied the nortbern limit cf the Greenland
arohipelago, and in so doing bas visited the must nortb-
erly known land in -the world. He remains -in the

arotio regions, and will make another attempt te reaob
the Pole next spring.

The >Britiab torpedo bcdat destroyer Cobra bas foun-

dered off the euat ooast cf England, and ber aster sbip,

the Viper, waa wrecked in the English Channel during

the recent naval manoeuvres. They were the fasteat
veasels in the world.. Others will be built te replage tbem.
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Tbe highest mountain in America, nortb of *Mezioo,

is in Alaska, and bas an elevation. cf .20,464 feet. It

bas been named Mt. McKinley.
William McKinley, tbe twenty-fiftb President cf the

United States cf Amorica, died on the l4th cf Septeun-

ber fromn the effects cf the asusin's bullet; and Vice-
President Theodore Roosevelt succeeds hlm a presi.
dent. Five presidents of the republia bave died in

office : Harrison, Taylor, Lincoln, Garfteld and Mc-

Kinley-the -last three by assassination. Preàldent
McKinley's murderer wus tried and convicted under th e
laws cf the State cf New York, and la coidemned te

death in tbe electric chair.

The profound sorrow feit by the people of the United

States for President McKinley's deatb wau sbared by

Britisb subjeots everywbere. King Edward and Queen

Alexandra, wbo were in Denmark at4he time, attended
a memorial service at the English oburcb in Copeçbagen.
Memorial services were held and 4igns cf mourning dis-

played througbout Great Britain and Canadai Flagu
were, at balf-mast on aIl public buildings in Canada
.until the day cf the Presideut'. funerai, wblch by officiai

proclamation, was made a day cf mourning ; and the

British Admiraltyordered the United State's dag te be
put at haif-mast on the mainmaite cf warships in the

port cf London, and the Union Jack and White Ensigu

balf-mastod, it being the first occasion cf such an order

for the presideut cf a republic.

Chinese troops bave re-entered Pekin, after it had

been occupied by fcreign troope -for thirteen menthe.

The United States and Japanes forces evacuated the

Fcrbidden City on September 17th, and, witb pictures-

que ceremony, handed it over te the imperial authoritiee.

Ion the samne day an important edict was iasued by the

Chineee government, commandiiig viceroysand governers

te select the beet studenta in every province and send

tbem to foreign countries te study politica and science.,

*The ceremonies at Winchester, Eogland, in cenunecetiou

-with tbe national commemoration of the one-thousindth
Ianniversary of the deatb cf Alfred the Great, incltided

the unveiling of a colossal statue that reprOeeita King

Alfred as holding a shield in ene hand, and lifting high

f with 4hle other bis reversed sword, thus transfermed

inte the figure of à cross.
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