
THlE FIELD CORNET'S CRID

only fire five shots without reloading so, we rilshedi forwxard..
Before he could insert another clip of five cartridlges, weý
were on himn with fixed bayonets. Our enemy seeing that
hie was worsted called ont that lie surrendered and throwing
down bis rifle held up his hands. I found that wec hiad
made prisoner a fine stalwart-4ooking burgher with f1ow-
ing beard, apparently armed to the teeth. On teluing hlmii
to stand up we found that lie had been wounded in the keg.
Fraser tookz ont lis flrst aid field dressing which i, kqpt Mi
a sniall pocket in the bottom corner of the front of the tici
and carefully bound up the wound. I suspected that thlis
Irian was a spy and told hlm that lie could niot expeeýt mu tcl
mnercy when he was taken 'into camp. Rie protestedc liow,
ever that lie had corne on a peaceful, mission fromi Croniju' s
army which lay between us and Kimberly. On qiiestioniig
hirm closely as to wvhat peace fui mission he could corne on,
armed as he was, lie finally made the surprising stateniienit
that lie had run the dangers of the Engrlli pickets and hiad
enitered the Fnglisi hues in the hope that hie iigh-t on this
Christmas nigbt, visit bis littie daugliter who was staynvlg
at the Trhomas farin house. In corroboration of this 1le
opened bis saddle bag and sliqwed us somne littie preseits- hie
had managed to get froni Pretoria and wihe was takilng
as a Christmas gitt to his child. As lie told tis thiis the
frarne of the stalwart Field Cornet shook with einotion : lie
begged us as the only favor lie wishied that we shouild take
these gifts to his child.' Our astonislhment was oilly qa
ed by bis when we told him that we were on the saine er-
rand and sbowed hlm the presents we hiad preparedl.

Kind-hearted Harold at once suiggested thiat 1 shoildi
go with him to the fan bouse and let hlmii see his littie
girl. 1 agreed to this. First I sent Fraser tUp the track
aild inistructed hima to tell the flrst patrol lie met, for the dis-
tant hum showed tbat the camip lad been aroused b)y thje
firilig, that the shots were discharged at an ostrich whichi
had been mnistaken in the iiiglit timie for the enemny.

Harold and I wvith Vanzyl, for sucli was the stranger's
naine, proceeded to the fain house.

After a littie knoc-jkinig Thiomas was aroused and caille


