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THE CHURCH-GOING BELL.
BY 4. D. MILNE.

#ow dear to my soul is the dawn of that morning

Which bids the wild tumults of labour to tease ;
W hen the heart, void of care, isearly adorning

‘I'ne Lord of the Sabbath, in rapture and peace.
Nota sound from yon city alights on the ear,

But stillness and beauty o’er all doth prevail,
“Till anon, over mountain and valley we hear

The clear risiug tone of the church-going bell,
Itisever sweet music, dear, welcome music,
We hail its loved music, the church-going bell.

"That call of the morning brings mingled emotion,
Known, ouly known to the children of prayer,
As round the old altar they pour their devotion
T'o Him who hath promis'd to meet with them there;
Who hath wash'd a!l their stains in his life giving blood,
Aud taught their free tongues a new anthem to swell,
As they joyful advance on the Zion-ward road,
Marked out by the chime of the church-going bell.
" That is ever sweet music, dear, welcome music,
We hail its loved music, the church-going bell.

Boon, soon may its toll from the crest of each mountain
Be wafied afar on the soft:®abbath air,

And soon may its echo from lake, stream, and fountain,
The march of the cross in its splendour declare,

“Till the slaves of delusion and darkness are free,
And rising in joy at the sound of its knell,

¥'rom the ends of the earth, and from sea unto sea,
Bless the dawn that awakens the church going-bell,

It will then be sweet music, earth’s dearest music,

Riﬂging wide o’er the world, the church-going bell,
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CONCLUSTON OF MR. BIRKMYRE’S SERMON |

ON THE SANCTIFICATION OF THE LORD’S DAY,

« But, here, let me remark, that the due obser-
vance of the Babbath does by no means supersede
ag I have already observed, ot
works ofl:ecegsity and mercy. We have the exam-
Plevof our Saviour to teach us that these. are Hawlul
o this day, and we have also his declaration, that

the Sabbath was made for man, and net man for
the Sabbath.” We ought, however, to be exceed-
ingly jealous, as to what constitutes a matter of ne-
cessity. If we merely consult our own personal ease
and convenience, and not the word of God, and the
¥oice of conscience, we shall find necessities innume-
rable springing up, to preclude us from spending this
(_P‘Y day as we ought. In this way the most trifling
‘.l«“'c_umstance will furnish us with an apology for neg-
“Ccting our duty. In this way, absence from public
Worship will come to be regarded as venial, on every
m‘l?la’l and meagre pretence. In this way, the fore-
':00!1 s service will be uniformly disregarded, or the

fternoon’s service deliberately overlooked. 1 can-

Not away with half day hearers. 1 am fully convinced,|

that there are but very few among ns, who cannot
eg present at Church, during both serviees, provid-
cm.there be only a willing mind. Delicate health, the
yores of a family, and the necessity of allowing ser-
ants to heur the word of God, may oblige some to
Absent themselves, occasionally, from one, or from
Joth services 5 but, at this moment, I declare, that I
‘c:°w of no othier good and substantial reason, which
1 be adduced in justification of absence from the
OrOUSﬁ of prayer, excepting inclemeucy of weather,
“reﬂh.endance ata sick or a dying bed, All these
by iicls (:‘f necessity or of mercy, which may not only
& _attended to on the Sabbath day, but which _do
mn}y warrant absence from the public service of]
,re?:(tll, yetheve.n. these, I beg to say, apply more di-
i y to the circumstanees of the fuma;)e, than of the
int(li e, dporl:xonhof‘] a congregation ; for, it is seldom,
o i have ever any sufficient ex-
Use for absenting themselves from the courts of the
dgqmury.
‘he'()n the whole therefore, it may be observed, that
ﬁtud'ina“ who would approve himself unto God, is
St ously observant of the Sabbath-day—is regular
0mshtyttendamce on the publie ordinances of religious
| ip, not making (as so many do) the forenoon,
< the afternoon’s service, suffice—is devoutly serious

{ldeed, be to you aseason o

of the Bible

the performance of|

Jin our lives.”

lic and private—is unceasing in his labours to re-
commend the Lord’s day to the reverence of others
_—and is diligent m instructing in sacr.e,(] matters
hom Providence may have committed to his

:ffﬁ;: And it is such a man as this, 1 add, that
the Lord delighteth to horour. Peace here, and the

unSpeakable hup_piness of Hgave_n hereafter, Sllal,'lfb’e
Ihis richly to enjoy. On him, indeed, when |.eds
fitful fever” is at aclose, a glory shall‘ be conferred,
infinitely more desi‘rable'tb_an all the tinsel trappinge,
than all the sparkling distinctions, of the noble ?’nv
the mighty of the earth—a glory, which shall of"' ve
yon flaming orb, soon to leave the world to darkness
and repose—2a glory, which shall endure when sun
and moon, and the stars.shall have for ever dxs?p;
{peared—a glory, which shall flourish, in un(!ecay'ma_
bloom, through the hm'ltles ages o.f eternny_un
erishable as the glory of the everlasting King ! i
«] beseech you, therefore, Brethren, ;)y the ]x::-
1ine God, to reverence the Subbath-day. Je‘t it, in-
S { vest from all wmldlys(:ukx)-
. ents and recreations. Fancy not that the Sab-
'I;::gxl;lse’c]onclmled, when the public ser}/lces 0f|tlfc
Church are at an end_. Fa{)cy not that you are then
at hiherty 10 indulge n fool_lsh pastimes, 10 vain ima-
in frivolous reading, in unprofitable con-

ginations, 1N ng ‘
3:;::xtion’ ot in idle sauntering, Fancy not that the
B ] .

i Lord’s day is to be spent as you please;
Tliel?l‘?agn%‘;h?u in_dolenZe, in yawning and'hst!ess
apathy- o—let it be t.]evoted‘ to salf-exam.mﬂlt'nog,
to sober reflection, to scrious and profitable reac 1r3,,
to the exercises of prayer {llld praise. Let the stu ‘y
be your principal occupation for the eve-
Search the Seriptures, and ponder the sa.cl"ed

ud O! be curnest in supplicating the divine
n all your doings—remembering that,
your souls will remain unpenefited and

ning.
page.
blessing !
without this,
{unimprovecd.

THE SHORTER CATECHISM.
.FROM THE NEW YORK OBSERVER.

When 1 was a child of a very few years, my pa-
rents taught me the Shorter Catechism. .It szsIu
sinall matter for them, but 1 owe them a greater e it
of gratitude for that instruction, than all the pat-
vimony 1 ever received, or could have received, had
iiey boon & inereased in goods.”

Their method of tanching wwae aimpla _hat of ex-
ceding value. At the elose of each Sabbath day, the

children were guthered, and afew of the questions
in that catechism were asked and answered ! and

then every word was caretully and familiarly ex-

plained ; then, the sentiment, the doctrines and du-
fant minds ; and,

ties were illustrated to meet our in ;
last of all, the truth was urged upon our consciences
that we might ¢ lay it up in our hearts and practise it
Those were solemn seasous, on.thos,e
Sabbath evenings. - Seldom did they pass without
witnessing many of that groupin tears; and Y}I’OW,
though vears have rolled away, and changes have
come over me, and the world has worked some of}tﬁ
hardening influence on my heart, my eyes %ll Itvxlt
tears at the memory of that sacred season, an of the
instructions I then received. Gray hairs rnpylcorlrle,
and memory may fail, as life’s light burns dim {/)2 yut
those Sabbath evenings will be among the lasto ;ec_xﬁ
to be forgouwen. I think I shall remember th?(mGu]
death comes, and in a dying hour, sh;}ll thank Goc
for parents that hallowed those hours with their pious
counsels, and their solemn prayers.
13 was’n rule in my father’s house, and a good one,
that each child should commit to memory one ulllswer
in the Catechism each day, until the whole was learn-
ed.  The labours of the week were rehearsed on the
Sabbath ; in the norning my mother ge?rd l}x‘s repeat
our lesson, that we might be prepared for tf ehgene-
ral examination in the evening when my father at-
tended to our recitations, and enforced the truth uponf
our attention, and sought in prayer the blessing o
heaven, for each of our sou God bless those pa-
rents ~ May they never know

« How worse than sérpent’s tooth it is,

To have a thankless ebild-”: .
Doubtless the instruction .which children receive
from faithful pions parents, 15 002 of the most effici-
ent means, that can be employed for their conversion.
1n'my own ease, that instruction was directly connect-
ed with, and founded upon that system of doctrine,
embodied from the word of God, in the Shorter Cate-

in A utly s
H(,‘("s:e""'g 1o those solemn truths to which, in the
i oﬁ_e of prayer,his thoughts are direeted—-js zealous

ering up hisi sacrifices of prayer and praise, pub- |

chism'; and when the Holy Spirit was applied to my

my thoughts, and most powerfully impressed on my
soul. Assailed as 1 was, (during a protracted season
of conviction and spiritual conflict,) the truth furnish-
ed by that Catechisin was a shield against the sug-
gestions of sceptics, and the desires and reasoninge
of acorrupt mind. Well do 1 remember, that in
hours of temptation to doubt or dishelieve, that same
truth was a wall of fire round about me.
And when, some years afterwards, the Lord, as1
trust, called me to stand before the Preshytery,
as a candidate for the gospel ministry, that same
Shorter Catechism, with its Ssripture proofs, was of
more service to me in the hour of trial, than nll&he
books of Theology which I had read. Scarcely a ques-
tion could be asked, upon the great traths of the gos-
pel, that was not clearly and happily to be answered
{rom the pages that were studiec, not in the Seminary,
put in the nursery at my mother’s knee. 8o it has
been in preaching the Gospel; the doctrines and dw-
ties of the word of God, as they are snmmarily set
forth in the Shorter Catechism, have been constantly
before me, and have furnished unfailing themes of
systematic and precious instruction. Hence, itis not
strange, that one of wy first labours umong a people,
has been to plage a copy of this little book, in the
hands of each of the children of the church, and to
exhort and charge their parents, most solemnly, to sce
that their children were required to learn it.

1t was not a_part of my purpose, in presenting this
suhject, 1@ write a personal story, and yet ‘[hIS s'unple
record, wiil furnish both argument and illustration.
I commend the example of those who taught me the
Catechism, as worthy of universal imitation, and my
fear is, that such parents are not as numerous in the
church at the present day, as they were some thirty
or forty years ago. It s a fact that cannat be denied,
that the goed old practice of catec_lnsujg the childien,
has long since been dispensed with, in families and
churches, in many paris of our COULTry 5 and if it be
true, that in many churche#, there has been a depar-
ture from the faith of our fathere. and that error-has
gradually and instdiously found its way into the minds
and hearts of the people, 1 believe that this evil may,
in u great measure, be Justly ﬂ'ﬂl'lbuled to the aban-
donment of the Shorter Catechisn.

1t is not in my heart to bring any charge of error
or defection against the churches, but llwnll thI a
story that will ehow what T mean, by saving that the
distingni=hing doctrines “of the church, as tanght in
her standards, ought to be instilled into the minds of
her children. Not long since 1 was passing the night
with an elder of the Presbyterian Church, who in the
course of conversation complained to me, that his mi.
nister believed “in the final perseverance of the saints.”
He was grieved that his pastar was S0 weak as to be-
lieve, and so ¢ jmpradent” as to preach such a doe~
trine. 1 expressed my astonishment, that an elder in
the church should make such a_complaint, and said
to him that 1 was as weak and imprudent as his ex-
cellent minister. He was still more surprised, and en-
quired again, “ What, do you ‘hehe:"e in the doctrine
of election 7 # Certainly, sa!d I, “and preach it as

jous doctrines of the bible.” His

one of the most pre¢!
surprise was now upbounded, and I embraced the op-
portunity to urge upon his attention the great truths
of the gospel systems that he had ignorantly professed

to ‘rglchfi:‘t'g}nks that such belief would have been found
i g foane mind, if he hﬂt! been eq!'ly and faithfully
taught the, Shorter Catechism? Lither, he would
have been more Orthodox in his faith, or, knowing
have boh 1ot believa a8 his brethren o, ho would
have sought another communion, Such examples
are not unusual® 1 could easily multiply ;h(.;l:‘l), nbl:xt
ha":::] :o dispomuonlto give needless uneasml inazus- 7
minds.

) oF THE MASTER OF GRANT, M.,
DEATH OF ok INVERNESS SHIRE.

(From the Elgin Cowranl.)

It ig our Most painful_duty to announce the death
of this excellent and amiable young gentleman, which
took place, at Cullen House, on the morning ©
Wednesday lust: Mr. Grant, 80}!01npamed by his
jmmediate younger brother, arrived there the day
pefore from London 5 and although he had been cotn-

Jaining of slight indisposition  for some days, 10
a prehensions of danger on this account were enter-
wained by his friends, who attributed his illaess to
the fatigues of a rapid journey, and the effects pro-
Jduced on an affectionate heart by the recent loss ot

heart, to awaken e to @ 5ense of ein and dargger],‘tlin:':
truth thus taught, was the truth most promine!

pis much lamented mother. He retired to hcdw at
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