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THE QUESTION 0F WOMAN
SUFFRAGE.

The question ef weman suffrage bas
takan on a uaw phase in the State et New
York. Hitherto the agitation bas been al
on oe aide, se far as the sex moat directly
intereated was coucarned. The womeu,
many and able, wbe believe that the best
interests, net enly et their owu sex but et
the whola community are involved, have
puabed forward the agitation with tremend-
eus energy. Othera and probably as yet
a vary large majerity, who neither deaira
the ballet for themaalves nor believe that
its use by their sex as a whole, would
be for the geod either et tbe women or
et the atate, bava been content te ait
still and leava the battle te their ambi-
tiona and energatic siatars. Now, bow-
ever, that an organized effort is being
mada te affect a radical change by erasing
the word "maie" from the conbtitution,
large numbars et these women bave aroused
themselves and rasolved ne longer te ra-
main passive spectators et the struggle.
They dacline te bave the duties aud ra-
spouaibilities of enfrauchisement tbrust upon
them againat their wishes, without at least
a struggle te praveut it. They are net, in.
deed, amulating the example et the eppen-
enta whoae energetic campaign bas arouEed
tbem te action, by holding public meetings
and indulging in piattorm oratery. But
they ara scattering broadcast peti tiens
whicb are being largely sigued, asking tbat
the prayer et the petitien et their suffrage.
seeking sisears ha net grautad, aetting forth
that the great msjority et intelligent and
tbougbtful wemen do net want tbe ballet
and praying that it ha net torced upon
them. Tbey ara aise eulisting the influ-
ence et soe powerful periodicais on their
side.

The question at once auggests itself,
"Wby sbould these women trouble them-

selves te get up this quiet but effective
counter agitation?1" If they do net persen-
ally wish the ballet tbey ueed net use it.
But wby prevent those et their number
wbe de deaire it from obtaining it for them-
salves, if thay can ?1 Few persons will now
attampt te deny that if wemen really wish
the ballot they have a right te it. The
reply is, in affect, that there is a broad dis-
tinction betwaen the propositions that
wemen as a clasa or meiety et the common-
wealth have a right te vote in parliamen.
tary elections if thay wish te do se, and the
proposition that those wemen who se wiab,
being a amaîl minerity et the whoea, have
a rigbt not only te ebtain it for tbemselves,
but for ail their sex. Il But the question is
net," aays T'he Oullooc, in wbich the subjeot
is being vigorously discusssed, Ilwbether
soe wemen wi]l consent that other women
may vote if tbey wish te. Power te vote
involves the duty ef veting : a duty which
may ha antorced by a fine impesed on the
recreant . . . . and certainly will ha en-

for ced by conscience on ail conscientieus
wemen." We give the argument as we find

it, without pinning our political faith te
its validity. Certainly nothing less than
a streng taith in sncb validity can juFstify
the earneEt opposition now being efféed
te the efforts et the women suffragists by
wemell.

It is net neceasary te the purpose et
this article that we Pbould delare our ad-
hesion te the viewa et one party or the
other. Thitt wemen as a whole bave a right
te the suffrage, if they wisb it, is, as we
have said, generally thougli it is by ne
meana universally conceded. That the
Wonxan's Rigbts agitation, ef which the
demand for the ballet is the culminating
stroke, bas done much for tbe correction ef
wemen'a undoubted wrongs and the Eecur-
ing et their undoubted rigbts, will scarceiy
ha denied, even by those wbo looked with
atreng disapprobation upon that agitation
in every stage. Human nature is weak.
The capacity et the average voter
and legisiator for putting bimaelf in place
et bis unenfrancbised neighbour, be that
neighbeur a werkingman or a helpless we-
man, bas neyer beau very large. The re-
cognition et the rigbt et the married we-
man te bold preperty in ber own name and
at ber own disposai, almost axiomatic as it
new seems, was net obtained witbout a long
stroggfe. Tbe admission et the weman
preperty.ewner's right te a veice in electing
tbe mnen who makre the Iaws for the pretec-
tien and governance et preperty wae still
more tardily made, yet is now pretty gen-
eraily cencedcd. But while it must ha, wýe
fear, frsukly admitted tbat these and 'simi-
]ar wrengs te wbicb women were long sub-
jected by their natural pretecters were net
rigbted util after euergetio and prelenged
demand, it can scarcely be cbargedi that
thosa masculine legislaters are uew at ail
backward in recegnizing the dlaims et wo-
men in every department et active lite.
The question may be fair]y asked whethar
the point bas net been reached in the up-
ward devalopmant wha 're the reat may ha
saely lef t te the milder compulsion wbich
the methers snd wives and maideus know
te weil how te apply.

The arguments, pro and con., et the wo-
men tbemselves, whicb are juat now baing
publisbed in the New York papers, are in-
tereating reading. We cannet attempt te
summarize tbem. S)me et them on both
iies are weak anough ; soe wise and
waigbty. One et the atrengest arguments
put forth by the opposea et the suffrage is
by ne meaus cemplimentary te their sexo.
It dlaims, in effect, tbat the vote et the wise
and good woman et the country will be far
eutweighed by that et the ignorant, the
superstitioui, the waak and the wicked.
As a rasult, it is argued, the full effict et
the addition et the wemen's vote will ha te
lower the average levai et the whole vota
et the country, in respect te intelligence,

patriotism and morality. Others, '01*
take the opposite view. And 1 inde& in

view of the enormius vote of the Oeg
element in the electorate, and the tact tW'

this immigration is composai M'lh SDOM
largely of men than of womenit1 bar to
believe that the addition of the whole bodl

of women as votera, provided the better
classes were fairly represented at the Pol'
would not, large as the admixtura 1tifo
ance and frivo]ity it might containi t'end to
the elevation rather thn the farther
deterioration of the whole mass.

OTT7AWA LETTER.

The visit of the li. Mr. Raid, i'i
ter of Dafence for Victoria, Austrl"1 "
one of the principal avents of the Past - 1
Rea is the advanca guard ef the 001051
Conferance that is t,) ha hald on Canadian
soil next montb, the rasult o! the lieD. IIe
Kenzie Bowell'a visit t,) Australia last WIII
ter. Mr. Reid is en route for h0ul
aftter an absence of threa months. l'a &d.
drassed an influential gathering at theBor
of Trada rooms in the city hall whiCb wa
also attended by the Governor-Generaî W~
Laiy Aberdeen witb Mr. BoweII in th'
chair. Mr. Reid i8 an advocate for perf.ct
ing the mail and telegrapbicl comfllunîcatio O
on the Atlantic and Pacific ocOal, 00.
preliminary step te a dloser o3reè
interchangye with the Australian cltnn
and pointed out that the Canadiafl ront
was a competitor with the route bY the
Canal which had hitherto been the inal
route between the United KingdO0

Australia. epeadhmefp~S
Mr. Reid bad se in Canaa, nd tel

with what he Bals i aa al0
that a trade could be dacveloped of
benefit tO both Canada and Australia. et
said hge had been shown some 0oOlens 'l
Canadian manufa-ture in Montrea I 0n11
could say from an experience ot 38 ye~
in mercantile life,that they would hold t1181
ownwith British goods. Hie could net »Pe
with the saine confidence of Our cottOnsbl
he hoped that bafor@the decide hd r
course, Canada would be able to b')d
own in man~ufactures without any Pt a prO'e

tective Government in Victoria, teo nltÎ

ha taken as a hint that whatever viet38
migbt have held in the past, the Vit ta5

Government would not Fige its way t ar
ing Victorian trade for the benefit et dana
dia1 manufactures. bO

Public opinion in Victoria has

undergoing a change in regard to proag0t

that bas been ceming ovr oanadiau i&
regard to their protective poiicy ; thefrat'
lias bean hastened by the advocadY ra
Democratio Free Trade Liague of to

In Parliament the details of the tarie

are stili undergaing raview. Soientifle Po,
tection ha-i been applied. to the iron dutî"

to the disturbance o! the p!aciditY o b
rolling mille. Scrap iron, their ra ofon
rial, is to be tabod te the extent et1
and two dollars more per ton. 110w
will it take the Finance Minister te nd
Hibbert Tupper te realize that f aree t
will rcaliza a higher pratection to this 0rag
mining and manufactuuri*ng materla .

pientift in Nova Scotia and eise where

Canada? ilt
The dlaim that protection is essen.î

the development et natural inuti
ntborne eut by the iotendUsbtrie coo

rapid and large develepment et the
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