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IlThe French are doing as their aggres-
sive British neighbours have often done.
The Britishi don't liko it ar*more than the
French liked their doinga ; but that is no
reason why the British' shouid cai them
names." So says the September Review of
iReviews. The statement is at hast oniy a
hait truth. The British have often, in foi-
iowing up the advance guards of commerce,
been drawn into conflict with Havage tribes,
and the confliot has generally ended in the
conquest. and opening up of new territory
for civilization. Then the (lefence of this
territory bas otten led, as in the somewbat
recent çase of Burmah, ta the necessity for
turther conqîest in order to the safety of
that aiready gained. But it must be ad-
mitted tbat, of late years at teast, Great
Britain has entered upon any sucb 5onIflic't
with reluctance and only aft'r much pro-
vacation. We do not say that this bas
always been sa. We speak anly of comn-
parativeiy recent years, during -whicb the
ethics governing the relations of strang
nations to the weak and the nncivilized
have, it may be boped, become botter recog-
nized thon before. The Review writer
may safely ha chaiienged ta, produce an
instance witbin the last fifty years in wbicb
the British have designedly provoked a
quarrel with a weak nation in order ta gain
a pretext for spoliation. We doubt whe-
ther any instance cani be found inany period
of ber bistory in which, after a weak nation
had humbly suhnîitted ta ber most extor-
tionate demande, she took advantage of the
submaission and humiliation, in order ta
extart stili turtber concessions, or added in-
suit ta injury in crier ta the furtht rance
of saine occuit purpose. Great Britain bas
sins of aggression and self-.aggrandizement
enough ta answer for, but there has aiways
been a spice of magnanimity in ber treat-
ment of ber weaker foes which Booms ta be
wboily wanting in French republicanism as
it exiits at the present moment.

The propoEed departure of Mr. Goidwin
Smith at an Early day, for a prolonged visit
ta England, remindaB us of what Canadian
literature, lialitica, and pbilantbropy owe
ta this distinguished scholar and writer, snd
of the lasa tbey wili sastain ini bis absence.
In the course of the nîany years during
which ho bas made Trouto bis resîdence he
bas iett the itupreas of bis bigh character
and exceptionai iearning ani ahility upan
the public as well as tbe literary lite of
the whole Dominion. In bis rnastery of a
singularly pure andi graceful style,
wedded always ta clear and vigorous
thought, lie lias, by common cousent, very
few peers sud no superior amorig living
writers. lIn the public spirit whicb bas
prompted him from time ta time ta quit
the quiet deiights of bis iiterary labors, and
take a part, otten a thankiesa pait, in the
discussion of great public questions, ha bae
set an 'xample that many scholars and
thinkers in other landfà, as weil as in Can-

THE WEEK.

ada, wouid do well ta emulate. is gener-
ans and weii-directed interest in social ques-
tions bas been continuousiy manifeknt-d iii
bis connection w:th the charitable and
philanthropic institutions of the City, and
bis unostentations iiberaiity in aid of the
poor ani snffering have bcen a àd~mulus ta
others and eit*te him ta the iasting grati-
tude of many. Mr. Goldwin Smith is a
man wbo bas in an eminent degree the cour-
age of bis convictions. He neyer stays ta
inquire inta their popularity before express-
ing them. No one not blinded by party
prejudice could fait ta admire bis courage-
oua bonesty, bowever vehlemently he mîght
dissent tram some of bis conclusions. The
Weelr, in particular, owes h?ýi the grati-
tude due ta tbe man wha founded it, and
wbo bas ever heen its warmn friend,
tbough bis perionai conuection with its
management is severed. We have Bomne-
times been ohliged ta dissent tram bis views,
yet we bave neyer ceascd and can neyer cease
ta admire bis talentq,to bonour bis dîsinter-
estednesa, and ta regard bis views ou wbat-
ever subject be touches as warthy of the
moat careful attention.

We have refrained tram comment upon
the proposai, ta tormi a colonial party in the
British Hanse ot Commonq, boping for tuiler
information in regard ta the apecitic ends
wbicb sncb a party wonid ha expected ta
keep in view, and the modes hy wbich it
would bu sought ta reacb those end@. In
the absence of snob information and of de-
finite know.ledge of any material cause for
complaint of ignorance or af inattention ta
colonial matters, sa, far as those came within
the purview of the Imperial Parliament.,
we are not convinced that sucb an organiza-
tion is needed, or tbat it would ha likely ta
promote the well-being of the Colonies ta
any grat extent.. There is even, ta, aur
thinking, a possibility that the very exist-
ence of sncb a party in the Commons migbt
ta a certain extent tend ta preJudice the in-
tereit3 of wbicb it bad canstitutcd itself
the guardian. We say " c( istituted itself,"'
not with any intention of împuting undue
officionaneas ta those wbo are pramating
this mavement, but s.impiy ta denote wbat
would ba, ta aur tbinking, a very serions de-
triment ta the inifluence of the party, viz,
the tact that we cati see no way in whicb it
could be made genuinely representitive. Its
members migbt, of course, as bas bren Bug-
gested, put tbemselves in communication
with the Agents-Gencrai or other officiai
representatives of the Colonies, i ut it la
questionahie wbethecr the attempt, or auspi-
cion of au atteînpt, ta bring influence ta,
bear tbrough such an organizition might
nct lesEen rather than augment tEe officiai
and legitimate influence cf these Agents
witb the Government of the day. Any
lîght the Agent or High Commissioner of a
given Coicny migbt ha able ta shed upon
the state of feeling in bis Colony, witb re-
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