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blunder that real hon our must corne by way of gift. But Christ tells thern: No,it mnust be earned before it can be had. In the world, wbere there is so mudh
falsehood and fraud and injustice, you may buy or beg -a distinguished place &x
narne; but in the kingdotn of God, which is the kingdomn of truth and justiot
and4 rigbteousness, each wilI get the place and the namne hie merits by hîý
endeavour. But to save tbemn frorn another blunder, Christ also tells theni
what is the way to truc greatness. It is nlot to walk the earth as a lord,
demanding bornage and service from al; it is to walk in the way of a servant,
and be content with the work of mninistering. The kingdomn of God is thc
reverse of the kingdoms of earth. In tbern mns seek and find by loud self
assertion ; by thrusting otberg down and then -clirnbing over their prostratt
bodies ; by cunning, or cajolery, or violence; but in that kingdoni the greatesi
are they wbo serve, the rnost honourhd are they who seek an obscure useful
ness. The highest illustration He can give thern of that principle is Hirnself
He, the bigbiest, best, rnost royal in strength .and beauty-the very Son of Mar
-as corne to minister and te give His life a ransorn for many. Ille Iast Claus(
of the verse is a great deal larger than the first. To give His li'fe a ransorn foi
mazy is nmore, more in its intensity and larger ini the area of its teaohing, thar
the assertion that He had corne to minister unto others. It is nothing less thar
the laying bare of the great and strong foundations of the temple of Humaniti
that Christ was building up. It is the secret -of Christ's, and of every Christian's
enthusiasrn-love.--a self-sacrificing love. He bas corne to give His life
ransorn for many. That is sacrifice-it is vicarious sacrifice.

Let us look at that a momnent. Men object to the terni very rnucb. Thej
say you mnust not talk about Christ's vicarlous sacrifice, for ýthere is no sud
'thing. Christ's work, tbey sa>', bad reference to man and onl>' to rnan. Gocvas~~~~~~~~~~~~~ awyatedrFterfuIfloeadeaytfogve. That is tht
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How an sa-bo ca an' mn sa' tat her isno uchthing as vicariotu
s a c r fic w h n a l t e w rld a b o u d a ith it. It s p e s s d u o n o u r s ig h t e v e r 3

day and ever>' bour; life is sacirificed for life. The eartb is one great alta]
streaming witb the blond of oifering. 1 don't know wiien it begun nor when i
'will ease. We know that long before the advent of man to this eartb tbe rnightj
lizards tore 'each other --te pieces in the slimy mud and iprirneval rnarshes of th(
,world. Tere they are in tbe feesil state, kept at the British Museurn and other
elberes, dreadfui but 'unquestionable witnesses to this great law of sacrifice
vicarious sacrifice--one creatuye sacrificed for the life of another. The sarn
thing is -going on ntow. 'rhe feeble animal becornes a pre>' to the stronger one
'the mouse becornes food for elle hawk ; the lion devou rs the antelope ; the tige:
,leaps on the ox; and dan hirnself, man at his best, is doing the same thing-h(
feeds on animaIs. By no consent of their own tbey suifer and die for us; theli
-lives are the ransom fore-urs.

And it does flot end there. The life of the animal is sacrificed for man
and man takes the life csf bis ýfeilow-nian -for ransorn. I don't mean Cannihal
isrn, but the way in which bumnan beings by the thousand are flot onl>' sacrifice(
to the lies, and cowardice, and eselfisbness, and lustof others, but to the wantý
and necessities of others. Yeux and 1 bave a shàxe in it ever>' day, and w(
cannot help it The law <îvicarious sacrifice is interwoven with ail our Civilise(
life; and the higher and imore perfect the state of our civilisation, tbe mort
pressing seenis te be the &rnands of that law. Look at the life of a great City'
and you will sec howv imperious is that law of sacrifice. To meet our want.,
m'en have te work at unhealthytrades and in a poisoned atrnosphere; they art
nlot free to do it even; they are iashed into it by the wbip of a stern necessity.
While you are listening Wo the .Zlorious harmonies at a concert, a man perhap)5
is blowing bis lungs away into bis instrurnent. The glass blower works, knowý

ieg that bis days are nunibered. Tbousands of wonaen in our cities are wee<
by week rnaking garments with a double thread--Acat -once a shroud and a
shirt »-and we reap the benefit of it. The work must be don e, donc at thE
Iprice cf life-breath. Lace aaers go biind at tbeir work. Miners go down intc
,the dark, and the dirt, and the pestiient vapour-and we -get our metals, or coals.

But it does nlot stop there ; the iaw Beerns to spare none. The rich are
burdened and taxed for the poor; honest m~en bave te avork for the support ol~roues te iieeverywhere prey upon the hardworking and industrious part of
"th oulation. By no content cf ry own I have to piqy for the maintenance
ttf ose wh,1o can but will hlot provide <or themselves.

Now, hQW bas ail thi come about? TO wehom, to ai is this great and
continuai srcrifice ? The strOx4ger anlg animais did flot dernand it of the
s'eacer. i7he ,wed was xi the stror; and in preying upon others the>' did butd'bey a natural instinct The isacriice is made te the la, of ýbeing, and God is
the author of that. Ife bas OIaàzêd that lite shaIl live upoxi life ; that life shall
be the ransom for life. Xt is not the resuît of sin-a rnoral perversion of the
universe; it is the natural and aeoeutry worldng cf an eternal îaw. Sin has
perverted that iaw, misused it, bSmken it, but it bas the great right of God as
fouandation. It is ver>' dark, and a great mylitery; but there it is-vicarous
sacrifice.

It is ver>' dark on that side, but veiy bright and aiglorioaas on the atler.
The sacrifice 1 have spoken of is ifivoluxftary; it is a thing irnposed ; it is
wruing out at the cost cf tears and groans and suffering and deatb. ,But there is
a vohmtary sacrifice ; in it there are tears and groms and suffering and death,
but flot a speck of darkness and not a shadôw of Wystery, for it is ail voluntary;
it is t&e outrush of the beart's love. Men do, they suifer, the>' die for others
'becomme.they love tiose others. And this voluntary sacrifice changes the wbole
aspect of the lawwhicb irnposes it It is ne iongerdark, pitiless and mysterious;
it is transifigured and made radiant In our midst ever>' day we bave the
'Work4n of this glorious Iaw which dernands that men shall offer vicaricuis
çacwrifwee. Every day the saint suifers for the tinnelr.-the good bear the
Ïftiquities of the bad. Wbat are ail our social, Charitable and philanthropic
institubhof, our hospitfils, and reformatories ? WhY>ý instruments by means of
'which the hmeest and upright and good ward Off fronia tihe viçioùg and idle andSig5ate the, oblsecpiencs of their sin. The destet -of the idie, is hunger,

=ntIU tI bt thé itdustrkxàs step, between hilm and4'teýqhyand sa>', IlNýo,
w1"ebs sin ho ýshafi aot die for it, we wili féed him,." The &ool is shielded

*frorn the results of bis folly : and tbe mad frorn the consequences of hisý-madness. Some men bear wbat is actual>' due to others. cAnd flot simplY inla general way b>' Public institutions, but the>' thrust tbemselves between thesinner and bis punishment. How many a mother bas suffered for ber children'ssake till ber beart broke ? How rnany fathers new are almost every day
ireceiving the knife thrust into their own quivering flesb te shield their sons?ýMan>' of you are bravel>' standing between your cbildren and a bad world; >'oUwant te keep tbem pure; you want te save tbern froin suifering; you use yolr*brains te spare theirs; you den>' yeurselves to give them an education ; YOlU*die dail>' on their bebaîf; you find je>' in suifering for them; and all that ISvicarious sacrifice. The foolisb and the wicked do net bear the full penalty Ofttheir sins ; and the wise and the good suifer for tbern and save them.*And that law is strenger and more beautiful in its operatiens than an>'other iaw wbicb is known to mail. See the workings of that, and you secreligion in its fullness. Why then sbould it be said that a vicarjous sacrificecould neyer be ; that it would net be just or righteous for Jesus Christ te bear'rthe sins of others and give His life a ransom fer man>'? It is considered neti oniy just and righteous in the life of the famil>' and the nation, but absolutel>'i necessar>'. We knew that without it societ>' weuld neyer hold together. And.ýr is Christ te be denied the je>' of giving free, full, infinite exercise te lus,,unbounded love? The father'and mother suifer te save their children, andt shall not He, who is father and mother ef ail inankind,' suifer te save His ewn?The patriet dies for bis country, and shaîl net Christ die for the world wbich He,Shas made and lcbved ? I do net see then, why it should be called a strange and'unjust transaction wben we speak of Jestîs Christ as standing between thejsinner and the censequences of bis sin; wben we say that He bore tbe sins of'the wboie worid, and that b>' His stripes we are bealed. For I find vicarieussacrifice down at the ver>' reots of being, and sending the sap strearningf upward te nourisb the fibre of the tree ef life. I see it breaking eut in one1direction, and it is called patrietism. I see it building bospitais for the sick andbehomes fer the peor, feeeding the bungry and clotbîng the naked, and it is caliedchait>'. And it is charit>'; love in motion; leve doing; love giving eut itself te,rothers ; it is vicarieus sacrifice. And then I can cenfident>' tumn te Him wbot was ail love, who was Ged te man and man te God, and sa>', ilBebold the-Lamb of God whicb taketh away the sins of the wonld.» Bebold Hirrn who diedrthe just for the uinjust, and gave His life a ransern for mian>'.

And why should this view of Christ's suifering and sacrifice give us bardtheuglhts of (;od the Father, causing us te think of Hirn as the grirn chanceliorof the moral reaim, administering justice according te tecbnicaî covenants, anddemnanding se xnuch suifering for se mtich rnercy te be sbown? We don't.
r complain agaînst God wben parents suifer fer their cbildren, or good men,suifer for bad men. We know that it is the working of a law b>' wbich life lW
r being purged and perfected ; we know that the>' who suifer, irnpelled to it b>' a.great love, find je>' in pain, and pluck life frorn the ver>' jaws of deatb. An&se in a higher, nobler and diviner way did Jesus Christ, for the je>' that was set

-before Him, endure the cross, despising the sharne. It was His Father's wili,and it was His delight. In love, in obedience te the law of His being, Hegave Himselt te death, that we mighit bave life and have it more abuindantly.> There was ne ixifinite anger te be appeased b>' hîxman agen>'; there was neý1grim, fierce justice dernanding satisfaction ; but man had sinned, and the eifects,'1ust follow, ne power in heaven or on earth ceuld stop them ; the penalty mustbe berne, but b>' whorn? ' B>' Me," said the Son of Ged; and "lHe gave Hi&life a ransorn for man>'." You sa>', "lThen Christ was smitten b>' God? " Yes,mn the sense that God is author of the law wbicb demands it everywhere andfor everybody. The patriet is sacrificed te the beroic fidelit>' of bis life te thepublic good. The martyr's bleod is shed as a seal and a witness of that bol>'» faith b>' whiclb be longs te iigbt and biess the world. The missienar>' geesforth te lands of fever and malaria and toecar>' death for the sake of giving theheathen seile glimpses ef truth. Do yeu look on the imprisened patrie t, theashes of the martyr, the fever-stricken frame of the missienar>', and Sa>', "lThisms cruel, for it is vengeance ; God has srnitten the men "? Oh ne. And ne.more euglit we te say that God ir-npesed suifering upen Christ. God did nettear His flesb and terrnent His spirit; Ged did -net strctch Him on the crossand c.rewn His brew with the cruel thorn. Christ stepped inte the place of'suiffring and dicd for man-died in bis stead...bore bis stripes and ransorned birn.1 bave based my argument for Christ's vicarieus sacrifice en the fact.apparent te us ail that the goed do willingîy and with love suifer for and instead:of the bad. If rnetberboed and fatherheed can de it, then wby net Cbristbood?If earthiy love is equal te it, then surel>' heaverîl> love ma>' be. And if it isjust and geod and beautîful in the famil>' and the nation, then wby net in luirnwhe is eIder Brother of ail the wenld. But thougb I bave put it in that way, Ihope I shall net be understood te teach that Christ's sacrifice was enl>' that ofa martyr, greater mn degree bumt simnilar in kind te that whicb Paul or Latirneroifered. For I believe that there cntcred inte the death, the sacrifice of Christ,elements other than those wbich belong te an>', even te the suifcning and deatbof the best of rnen: that there were in it avowed, tbougb uncxplained, relationste the unseen world, te moral influences and te the eternal King of the universe.I believe that the sacrifice of Christ had seme influence that was far difeérentfrorn anything we know. What it is I cannet tell. It is simpl>' given as a fact,and left there ; as a fact I accept it and leave it there. It is a dark place, butfrorn it issues a strearn of living waters, and I with je>' Stoop dewn and drink.
Now, frxcnds, I have just two werds te sa>' about this-" Christ gave luIislife a ransorn for man>" for you-believe that. Beheld in luir yeur Savieur,your Redeemer. Accept the ransern He died te give yeu. Faith in Hlmn as>'our sacrifice, rneans a full and ieving acceptance of the great, glerieus, eternallife Fie offers. Believe His word and take luis gift.
And then, copy Hlm. He gave Hirnself te others and for others-dOthat. Yeu cannot die for others, but better stili, you can Aive fer ethers. GiVÇOf yeUr strength te the weak-give your bread te the bungry-give yeur neYfor the spread et truth -and rigbteousness in the earth. Christ demands thatHo did net give Himself just te save us frern tears and agony and death, btRie "gatve Hiniself for us that bie rnigbt redeern us frern ail iniquit>', and 'PUifmite Ruoeself a peculi*ar people, zealous of good werks." Work good wôo,,always living unto luix wbo died for >'ou and rose again.
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