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and congregations. Every sort of. disunion,.and every

tendency towards it, is an elenient of weakness; and

ye.vCIrything that tends to, bi nd people togethler in dloser

bonds 0*fsynipathy and affection, is an element of strength.

The most, able and efficient parishies are ,always those

ivhich are. most united ; the least so of ail, other. circurn-

s.tances. be.ing eqpal, are those which are înost disicordant.

And it is sad to, say, that the condition :of things -in the

church ut. Corinth - a condition of things wvliclî caused

the Apostie so much auxiety, and -%hich lie Iabored so

liard to correct - xvas by no means peculiar to that time

and place. Trouble in parishes, trouble in churches, is a

thiing of very conaron occurrence, and is amongst the

mogt difficuit to be removed and, the rnost disas trous in its

resuits. Every thing of this nature should be careftully

guarded against, prevented if it can be, and renaied as

moon as possible. But the mere absence of discord is not

sufficient. Tilere should be active co-operation.' Two

drops of %vater, mere particles of matter, rnay tenite, but

they stili rernain inert. .A- cord of rnany strands is un-

,doubtedly stronger than if it had but one; but the num-

ber is of no consequence, if Llie cord is ixever used. The

.members of a religious body should flot oniy Ilstand fast
in one spirit,". but "with. one mmnd" they shiould"I strive

together for the faith of the Gospel." Then wili the work

of the Lord prosper in thei.r hauds: then will, their efforts

be, crowned with success ; and they will incase in nuni-
bers, and go froin stren gth to stren gth.

And, finally, among other causes of decline or growth,
,among other elemeînts of. strength or weakness, rnaybe
mnentioned those of JYeglect and .Prornyness in relation ta

all m4ers of parisk& business. Some parishes, like some


