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If;g.y_pt veessereessansnsrresnesanees 46,605
Hanseatic Towns ,..; veesiiens 20,693
France coiiveiiiicenininennennee 3374
Denmark....., 2,958
Hanover .... 2,452
Tuseany..co.uiiveenss 718
Australia.. . 81
Sru-dinin..—.-..u-....~...;..;......... 58
Malte and ‘Gozo..cc.ovverenne. 55
United States of America... 30
West Indies....cceeeievennrennee 8
Channel Islands (for. flax)... 2

—_—,

Total.eueerveesresrreenes 1,822,918

The relative i,lhp‘oxjtancve of flax-cultivation and
jts subsequent ¢onversions, in edch country of
Burope, ‘miny "he séen' by the following imports:—

Great Britain and Ireland

imported, in ‘185Lire...... } 59,709 £2,985,450

France............. vevnerssaicanenss 18,563 932,106
The Zollverein States........... 11,882 494,000
Belgium seeiiiiicninivareesaoneenes 4,662 260,600

Total imported by the four
countries ....oiieviennes

94,716 £4,772,156

In round numbers, therefore, the United King-
dom annuslly works up of foreign flax, the valae
of £3,000,000, while the other three States’ aggre:
gate consumption amounts to £1,750,000: of this
quantity, Russia, it will be seen, furnishes by far
the  largest portion. ' B ’

The E;pqrt;itlon of Flax.

Belgium takes precedence as a flax-exporting
country, and hér largest customers are the United
Kingdom and France. The latter country gener-
ally consumes from {ifty to one hundred per cent,
more of Belgian flax than we do, a3 she requires
the finest quality of material for her exceptional
kind of goods. The quantity, however, of the
French and our own importations, were nearly
equal, in 185I; the ‘one amounting to 5,656 tons
against 5,290 tons,” Other countriestook about 123
tons of the Belgian . flax’; 'while the value of the
exports from thé ‘United Kingdom amounted to
£172,866:—" o :

The Zollvereign: -

portad o 188 | 10330 £502,650
Belgium..... cevccereereriaenenerans 9,127 571,960
Great Britain and Ireland...... 4,979 172,866
France. ,ooeevervcerecsecresnencinses 177

Making the total export of
flax frou_.fthe four countr'i_e;} 24,813 £1,289,200

£5,847,080." Thls i5 exclunive of the- Asiatic Provincer, in which,
however; litHe s prodnced. Wilh referanco to the manufacture of
Do, M, T. remarkes:— The materinl.for o webof 2,600 threads;

eots,. in the government Jaraslow, thirty to forty per.cant, dearor.

than fn Belgfum, Fur a web of 3,400 threads; 1he difference is

gixty popcent.s and for w wob of 4200 thrends, it s rixty-vicht: to:

ano huudred and tun per cent. Tho difference fncreases with tho
oaesg of tho fabric, and this differonca nrises from tho cott of
h&hour. Besldor tha greatar cnst of hund-spinning over the spinuing
Y machiuory, the Russinn wenvers aro pald:precieely double the
‘Klun'woqvgu, while the:latter work better and- sposdier.”

' of ‘decoration, can scarcely need argument,
 glowing colours would revive our drooping taste
- for the rich and oranmental, ond its imperishability

41,724 |

EXTRACTS

FROM THE ADDRESS OF THE CHAIRMAN OF THE
c -SOCIETY OF ARTS, NOV. 30; 1881 -

. Mosaic Arte

The simplest form of Mosaic, or what may be
regarded as closely allied to that art, is the encaus-
tic tile, which is said to have been in universal use .
in England from 1300 to 1500, but was not again
revived unti] 1830, when a patent was obiained for
the preparation of encaustic tiles, with which the
name of Minton has been generally associated, and
which have been extensively made by many manu-
facturers of pottery. The second stage in the
revival of the art of mosaic was the invention of

.Mr. Singer, who sought to produce a perfect imita-

tion of - the ancient tessilated pavement of the
Romans, by the employment of a very ingenious
machine for producing clay properly manipulated
in the form of tésserse, or small cubes, unitorm in
size, colour, surface, and hardness, and which were
burnt and partially vitrified. The third stage in
the Tevival was the discovery, by. Mr. Prosser, of
Birmingham, in 1840, of an improvement which
carried: one branch of the art to a high point of
perfection;, and which consisted in subjecting china
clay, when reduced to a dry powder, to strong
pressure between steél dies, whereby it was con-
verted into a compact substance of much hardness
and density, less porous and much harder than

orcelain uncompressed and baked in the furnace.
R‘his discovery was applied by Mr. Prosser to the
to the production of shirt buttons, and has alro been
extensively émployed for this purpose in France,
but was employed by Mr, Blashfield in the forma-
tion of tessers, made for him by Minton, and used
with much saccess in many large works, oné of his
earliest gpecimens being the pavement of the halk
of this Society, which was jointly presented by
Messrs. Blashfield and Minton.

May we not adopt the covcluding passages of
Mr. Wyatt’s paper; nod say that the noblest works
of antiquity derive much of their beauty from form,
much from ecarving, much from colour, but moro
from the perfection of industrial arts employed in
their construction ; and happy it is for this Society
10°'be regarded as the pursing mother of such arts,
The applicability of mosaic, as an essential elen"r‘uint

ts

would sérve to perpetuite the fact that England
once possessed. aod ' cherished a decorative art
somewhat more enduring than compo.”. :
, Programme of Examinations.

. The: Society’s programme of Examinations for
1862, has ‘been published and widely circulated,
and- supplies ‘ample details for the guidance of
Local Educational Boards, as well as of students
who may desire that their efforts for self-culture
ghall be tested by the Society’s Examiners. The
Council. have heen authorized to notify the inten-
tion of H. R. IL the Prince Consort to uffer annu-
olly & prize of twenty-five guinens to the candidnte
who, obtainitig o certificate of the first class in the
currént year, shell have obtained in that yeur, and
the three years immediately preceding ' it, the

‘greatest number of such certificates. ‘This prize

cannot be taken more than once by the same con-



