
A LUCKY IVREPCK

"Collins will have a jolb to pa
her up again," said Cainpbell, as
shook hiinself and looked at
shattered boat, whicli the Kana
were dragging up the beach. " N
my lads, try the other one, and se
lier out with a will. You are i
atfraid of getting your skins wet."

Accordingly every Kanaka w
COuld fmnd 1n00111 to lay his hiand on t
boat seized hold of her, and lifti
ler tiey >ore lier out by main for
through the waves, not quitting h
till they lad to swiin for it. Th
were apparently as mclih at home

te water as so inany fish.
-Nom, we have a fair start, sa

Canpbell. " Bend vour backs to i
niv lads."

If I haid seen the previous day th
they knew well how to sail a boat,
1oyw found these South Sea Islandei

to be as good at the oar. Before w
got alongside the Zantippe they ha
broken three oars, by fuir hard pull
against the head sea, but fortunatel
we had others with us. I mîust ow

hat though Sound and made of th
best inaterial, thev were somiîewlha
brittie froi the effect of the hot, drý
cliniiate.

I found my friend Lieut. Mason on
board the Zantippe. and lie readily
proinised to secure ine a passage to
Brisb ane.

" Ihall better not speak to the
Captain now, lie said, for lie is in a
fearful temper. We are going to
somîe islands to the northward, and
We must call liere on our wav back.
The fact is, a sclooier strongly sus-
I)eeted to belong to these gentlemen
here, has been lately to onle of the
lrencli islands and taken awav a lot
of natives. The authorities at New
caledomia have reported that some ofithe ien were taken against their
eOnlsent, and also that a womnan

as taken, both contrary to their
itgulations. A Frencli mian-of-wariteamuer went im chase, but the

>ichiouoner with lier liglt draught
clO(ged over a sunken reef, where the
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tch cruiser coulo not follow, and gotlie away. So there owas a formai co-
the plaint sent to Sydney, and we havekas orders to mîake enquires"
W, I resigned niyself philosophicaly
nd to iy week's stay on Blank Island:îot indeed I did not find the tiue hang

heavy on miy hands. Tie gale, as isho often the case in these seas, subsided
lie as rapidlv as it had arisei. On
îîgr the seconl day the boats were able to
ce go out onto the reef for tishino and Ier willingly caught at CanipbelSOffer to
ey take ine with thein. Te scefe of
in operations as aage detached reef,nearly eight mniles from the island,id and now, ut low tile, it wa partiy
t, above water. On these reefs, both

above and under water, crawled theat animals souglt for-the /uoloUo elrus
Iseu-slug, or ber/*-rle-Wær T

's various species, as the white ran ine charge of the boat pointed ont to ie:
d the black, red, white and prickly fislî,
g differing in size, color and vaine.
y The nîost higiy prized sorts are ge-n erally in the (iepest water, and the
e way the darkies dived for thein was
t niarvellous. Down o)ne of thein
y would dive in several fathon water,seize a " prickly fish " llong in each ha1d an,l early a foot

to the surface, throm- it quickly
into the boat. With hardly an inter-
val lie vould again be dowi in search
of fresi prey, which were plainlyvisible in the clear water. As tosharks, thougli several came in siglit
the Kanakas seemed to take notthe slightest notice of themi, nor they
of the Kanakas: indeed the white
man (a title of courtesv: he really
was mahogany color), whbo several
tinies stript and dived too, to beguile
the tediumii of overseeing, seenied
alost as indifferent to tlhese sea-
lionsters, 'ho, lie said, Were sO
frightened by the constant splashing,
that thev never ventured too near.

When I had watched this scene long
enough, I went to explore the reef.
The beauty and variety of the ani-
mal life was amazing. Every pool


