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towards their abolition. Irregnlarities iii the weighing of
grain at elevators werc referred to, and mneasuires takcii bu
correct the samne. The association had expressed tu the
Winnipeg Grain and Produce Exchange their desire to have
responsibility for thie wcight of the cargo rest entirely on
the elevator, with nu inlerference, howevcr, iii tlie sysîînt
of Government supervision of the weigliîng except in the
case uf loadïng vessels. The commnitîce reconimend tliat
the owners of vessels carrying grain front Port Arthur and
Fort William should enter mbt an agreem-ient prohibiting
thie offering of any inducemnents to, cmployees of any elevator
teý secure quieker despateli or advantage in loading, and that
theÎeafter a depubation should wait upon the management
of the C.P.R. and C.N.R. elevators to ask assistance in mm-
proving the conditions at the Ports namied; and that, if
possible, vessel-owners should appoýint une agent lu act for
ail ai thecse po)rts. The total memnibeýrhip rer.eîdin thc
association is 112,297 tons, of w1hich 79,ý349ton) i--s steam
and 32,9)49 tons otlier vcssel properly. 'li fo1ow n offhers
were eleeted: President, J. Aý. Cntle, 'Montreal Transporta-
tion Company; vice-prcsîdents, H. c. 1llmmond4- and A, A«
Wrightb, Toronto; Executive, C. F". ileseeKingston;
James H. Hall, Ottawa; H. W. Richiardson, Kingsýtoni; C. J.
Smith, Montreal; R. O. acyIantn;1). Mlurphy,
Ottawa;i S. Crangle, Toronto; Capî. Thfomnas Donnelly,
Kingstoii; Franik Plummer, Toronto; .secretary-trcastirer,
Francis Kinig, Kingston.

OLD TIME LAKE CRAFT.

Our papers under this cap)tion hav brughit ns haIt a
dozen letters and applications for additional copies of the issues
in which they appeared. Evýidlently thie subi ect po)ssesse-s inter-
est for dwellers along tbc lower lakes- and Detroit river, Whio
can rememiber the craft and the scenes referred te. From the
letters rceived, we select twe for reproduction to-day. The
first is f ront a Windsor merchiant, M[r. Bartlet. Wec copy the
conclnding pýortion:

1 ..I as s0 mueh interested by your articles on "Old-
lime Lake Craft," that I cannot refrain front adding tu them.
You may easily imagine how thecy wonld appeal to) ine, as mucli
to the mianor born as youirself. Whýat particnlarly stirrcd me
wýas youir description of the wcst-bound sailing vessels at thme
west end of the lake, which on a change to a fair wind came
mbt the river in somnetimes a vast, white cloud, su to, speak. I
have seen that siglit severalI times, as a mere boy-and boy as
r was, il was thrilling. The sonnd of the windlasses raising
the anchor; the hoÎsting of the salIs; bhc cloud of canvas; and
the cheery vuices of the sailors-it ail made com'trbination of
sights and sounds neyer again bu <be witniessed or heard on bhe
old Detroit river, or indeed anywbere else. . . There is soute-
thing pathetie about it froni this point of vicw, for the living eye-
witnesscs are passing away.

OLD TIME LAKE CRAFT.

Editor Moncîary limes:

Dear Sir,-I have bu thiank you for sending me two
copies of bhc Moneîary limes, Mýýarch 17tli and March 24th,
containing reminîscences, signed J. H., of the old steaining
and saîling craft of Lakes Ontario and Erie. lhey lead mie
to indulge in mnemories of 1845 t0 î8S.o, wuhich if yon do not
care to publish I shiall yet flot bie offended.

I arn nul old eniough to recaîl the "Walk-in-the-Water,"
which wvas the first steam paddle steamer tu wakcn the
echoes of Erie and scare the Indians early in last century
but I do rememiber bte "Red jacket," a very early lake boat,
she was a îow, side-wheel, low-pressnre boat, having tw~o
masts rigged wihcanvas. She. actuaîly madIe seven miles
an hour. Hier cut-water was of the conventional sort, not
straight up-amtd-down, bu~t of a double curve, like a sailing
vessel, or an early Cuinarder.

The swiftest boat on Lake Erie, until the "London"
came out, waq the "Buffalo," an American bnilt sîde-whefî,
low-pressure, sliding-beam steamer. She ulsed tu race
with the Canaijian steamer "London," but was always beaten

intu Buffalo by one ur two ]tours. This was the boat de-
scribed by 'Sir Richard Bonnycastle,A wlio calls lier the
"Thames," ini mistake.

If you care tu go to the Public Library, and look up a
volume entitled "Canada and the Canadians iu 1846," YOU
inay find an interesting forecast of the commercial features
of Canada as Sir Richard judged theim, alinost sixty years
ago. Hc describes Detroit of those days. Being a colonel of
engineers, lie busied himself making a sketch of a star fort,
intcnded for the north end of Bois Blanc I.sland, opposite
Anilerstburg. lus înilitary eye pereîved the importance
of that position in case of possible liostilities, for the island
is in Britishi waters.

I rcmember, too, the steamer "Earl Cathcart," launehed
at Amherstburg in 1846« She was owned by a gronp of
persons in that town, the brotliers Park, John Mac Leod,
Thomas P'axton, and others. lier commander was Capt.
Duncan, and she plied from the Bruce Mines tu Montreal.
When a little boy I made a trip on lier fromn Detroit River
to Kingston. She xvas laden that trip with copper ore from
the north shore of Lake Huron. The "Cathicart" was a
wooden buat witli twin screws and une înast.

Sucli remembrances as are called forth by the papers of
J. Bl. serve to bring back the days of comparatively small
things ini the marine history of the Great Lakes. And 1
venture to add my little tribute of praise tu the enterprise
of Canadians in their rivalry of the more -numnerous and
wealithy Americans. Of late years our American fricnds have
distanced ns; but we ouglit nul tu forget the sturdy ad-
venînures of our fore-fathers haîf a century ago to keep pare
with the rapid seutlement of those distant days. We arc
making progress again in late years, I am glad to sec, in
steel shipbuilding tbis timte.

By the ivay, did yon notice among last week's telegraphie
despateies one fromt Simcoe, Ont., telling of the deatli of a

woman who acted the part of a heroîne on a bitter Nuvember
day Of 1854. Dnring the stormny, snowy nighit before, the
schooner "Conductor," owned in Amherstbnrg, ran ashore

on Long Point, Lake Erie. Tlie waves washing over hier

dJeck and cabin, the crews took tu the rigging. Mrs. Becker,
%Nh11 lived along the shore saw them, bnilt fires on the sand

and signallcd, them, te switm. Then she waded mbt the

raging wvater and hielpcd the pour exhausted sailurs to the

ire. One by one made the ,sttenspt, tilt aDl were saved. For

ber bravery, thet Governmciint gave her a farmi of i00 acres,
and a purse of $t,ooo was given hier by Buffalo ship-owrerS
The New York Lifesaving Association decorated hier -%ith, a
handsomie gold medal. She also reeeivedl a letter of Comn-

mendation fronm Queen Victoria. In the forty-ninýe years

since this event happened, Captain Henry Hacketl and his

crew of six are ail dead, 1 arn told, but one-John joncs,
who lives on Detroit River. It is a wonder none of themt

died, of exhaustion on that fearful night. I have heard

Captain E. P. Dorr, of Buffalo, tell the story of how that
Arnazonian woman, Abigail Becker, pulled themn ont of the
w.ýater aïnd half-carried themn to the lire on the beach. She

was a wonder, big in body and in heart.
DAVID KE.MP.

To-ronto, 27th March, i903.

-A comnbination offer of practîcal helpfulness to al

cla.eses of business men i. msade on page '1319 of this issue,
to which your attention i. especially called.

--Tie Montreal Board of Irade la taking up in earnest
the question of mnaking Montreal a free national port, and
will shortly send a deputation to Ottawa to confer with the
Premier on the subjeet. The delegates will advocate pri-
mnarily that M.vontreal be soon made a free port, and that
until this is done the commercial bodies 110w represented on
the Board of Harbor Commnissioners shalî continue there,
and flot be removed in accordance with recent suggestions.
The commercial bodies now represented on the Harbor
Board are the Board of Trade, the Chambre de Com-merce,
the corn Exchange Association, and the shipping interests.


