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NOTES TO THE BANK STATEMENT.

Return of Canadian Bank of Commerce. Amount
under heading “Other assets not included under fore-
going heads” contains bullion purchased at Dawson City.

Return of Bank of British North America. Amount
under heading * Other assets not included under fore-
going heads,” contains bullion urchased at Dawson City.
The figures for the Atlin and Dawson C it Branches are
taken from the last returns received, viz.: Atlin, 24th
Sept. and Dawson City 14th Sept.

Eastern Townships Bank bonus of ane per cent. equal
in all to a dividend of 8 per cent. per annum.

Molsons Bank bonus of one per cent. equal inall toa
dividend of g per cent. per annum.

THE FIREMAN.

One of the most curious things about the
management of electrical stations in general is
the tendency to look down upon the humble
stoker and regard him as a person of minor
importance. In most corporate enterprises of ,
a central station character no one short of a
person of good antecedents and up-bringing,

| well known to the company and either vouched

for or bonded, is (permi(ted to handle the petty
cash. Yet one of the most important expendi-
tures of the company is found entrusted to
grimy men in blue overalls who shovel the
dollars of the stockholders, in the shape of
coal, into the furnaces, and do this day in and
day out, practically without accountability.

It is very strange that it has not sooner been
realized that the stoker is a disbursing officer
of high responsibility. The contrast between
the sum represented by the coal annually
shoveled into the furnaces of a first-class
central-station plant and the wages of the men
who handle it is almost grotesque. Some day
the managements of stations will wake up to
the fact that one of the largest leaks that can
exist in their whole system, whether physical
or financial, may be found in the boiler room,

33 | and that the remedy for it is the employment
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only of skilled and trustworthy firemen.

The art of firing a boiler is by no means as
simple as it looks to be, and the stoker who
handles a shovel and slice-bar with the greatest
skill is able to save very many times the
difference between his wages and those of the
amateur or beginner who is allowed to waste
his employer’s money in blown-off steam,
smoke or clinkers. What is needed in a great
number of places is a school for the instruction
of firemen. Any one who has ever witnessed
the test of a large steam plant, where com-
petent men are employed to feed the boilers,
should be fully convinced of the vast import-
ance, from a financial and operative point of
view, of skill in the matter of pitching coal
into the furnace mouth.—Electrical Review.

WORLD’S GOLD AND SILVER
OUTPUT. |

The director of the Washington mint
has prepared a statement showing the
production of the precious metals for the
year 1900. It shows that the production
of gold in the world that year was 12,
457,287 ounces, of the value of $257,514,-
700, a loss in value of $49,070,200 from
1899, due to the war in South Africa,
The principal gains were $8,118,000 in
the United States, and $6,600,000 in Can-
ada. The United States again heads the
list. ~The silver output of the world
amounted to 178,706,706 fine ounces, the
largest ever known. It exceeds the pro-
duct of 1809 by 11,572,513 ounces. The
United States again leads all other pro-
ducers with a slight excess over Mexico,
There was an important advance in the
price of silver during the year, the price
ranging from 59.1 cents per ounce in
January to 66.3 cents in the last month
of the year. e chief factor in this ad-
vance was a heavy purchase for account
of the Government of India.

W. A. SteveENns, general store, Hills-
boro, N.B., has assigned to the sheriff
for the general benefit. He was formerly
a farmer and carpenter, having no busi-
ness experience, and has only been in
busiriess about 18 months. Liabilities are
about $2,000.



