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but a small portion of that region just around tue spot where pain
is niostly feit ini gail-stones, wve have stomla%-h, pyloruis, duodenuim,
gaIl-bladder, bile-duets and pancreas ail lying i close juxtaposi-
tion, and in,. the closest relationship physiologically anc ipathologi-
cally. To determnine wyhat particular organ is prii 1arily attacked
andi in what inianner, is no easy tasl, and -Aot seldom the problem
baffles the miost experienced and skillecl observer. N~ot that it is
of no importance; it is of the utmost importaneL_ to distinguish
between a oaStric ulcer and an inflamed gall-bladder, an im-tpacted
or perforated bile-duet, and the differeiit forms of ebstruction at
the outiet of the stomach, as the treatment in these conditions is
SQ xvidely different, and a life often depends on a correct
cliagnosis. Further, I cali attention to the importance of an early
diagnosis of gail-stones, as this is a disease which is specially
amenable to treatment in its early stages, but which, in its later
development, occ-asionally defies the skill of the ablest physician
or surgeon.

Pain.-It is ptobably be-cause the position and character of
the pain lias ii,;t been carefully observed that a few years ag.0
1iliarv colic xvas always attri1)uted to, the stretching- of the ducts
by the passage of a stone, while the tendency now is to regard
it as mostly, if xiot entirely, due to, inflahimation. and distension,
with subsequent contraction of the gall-bladder. It has been
found after operation that when sterilized water or other fluid is
injected and the gall-blad 12r distended pain is produced. " The
pains," says Naunyn, " usuaily commence in the epigastrium, and
afterwards spread into both hypochondria and to the back, where
they are often feit, not only to the right, but on both sides of the
vertebral column. Somietim-es they extend upwvards to the head
and neck, or downwai-ds to the lumbar and even to the sacral
region. Now and again they radiate into the upper part of the
thighi and along the arms even to the finger. tips. Pain in the
right shoulder is not, in mny experience, by anty means especially
common in gali-stone colie, and is relatively much less frequent
than in cases of hepatic abscess."I

The point on which T >insist aà being of great importance in
diagnosis is this: that when biliary colic is due to the passage of
gail-stones the pain'begins in the back, and not, as in other afffec-
tions of the bladder and ducts, in the righit hypochondrium. Dr.
Kraus, of Càrlsbad, who has hiad large experience in the treat-
ment of gali-stones and himself su 'ffered from -the disease, in a
short treatise published a few years ago, also insists on this point.
Doubtless, however, so great is the influence of phrases recurrirlg
in our text-books, the pain of biliary colic wvî11 stili continue to be
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