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Boue defect, or actual absence of an entire boue, or of bones, at

birth, is iiot, very uncommiioýn. Because the condition greatly dis-

ables the patient iii soine instancees it is one of great importance.
The etiology is shrouded in inystery. Nothing satisfactory by way

of explanation is known to the wrýiter. Four cas 'have been
assigned witili more or less colorinig of satisfaction.

1. Maternai. impressions.
2. Intra-uterine comstriction hy uterine baiids, or froin the cord.
3. Local arterial (lisease; or
4. Sonie defleiencey in the 1gerin.
Fron theb point of view of a practical or clinical paper thýesýe in'ay

be pass.ed without commuent. 0f the various long bones the radius

is inost frequently albsent. Next in order of frequency are the fibula,
tibia, nina, feinur and humerus.

H1offa, in his Or-thopadische Chiriurgiù, published 1894, founld of

the radius, 53 ; of the fibula, 45; of the-tibia, :38; of the uln'a, 6, cases.

1-e mnakes no mention of the congenital absenpe of the humnerus or

femur. Other writers on orthopedic surgery mnake but slight ref-

erence to, the subjeet, the lîterature being found, only in seattered

articles iu miedical journals. In, the New York Medical, Journal of

Feb. 20th, 1897, the writer published the reports of ten cases (with

dissections) eomprising absen ce of the following bones-radius,
uina, tibia, fibula, ribs and metacarpal boues. At that tiiae he hiad

not see aniy cases of absence of the femur.
mI sucb cases treatinent niaturally fails týo the lot of the ortho-

pedie surgeon. Thie fact, which is generally truc, is inanifest here,
that very little relatively can be doue 10 benefit the upper extremnity

by surgical intervention, but the lom-er is quite amnerable to treat-

ment.
When the defeet lu the upper extremity is sncb as, to ýgreatly dis-

ablea niember it is possible in some instances for art to improve the

condition, but seeing th-at the kind of actioný ealled for pertains to

the fluer -and more deliýcate movements, artificial aids must be dis-

appointing. In the lower extremity, however, a useful niember in

most cases eau be secured by the aid of prothetie appliances.


