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TEE TEDE WTNES AND OÂTHOL!O OH!O1IOR

ORIGIN 0F ERAHMINS.
A Desorition orthie People of Indla.
The followingi one of! a eriles of arti-

clos. cantributed to The Collegiun, by
FProfessor E. Hughes, the talented son of
Mr. J. W. Hughes, of the Justice Deprt.
ment, at Ottawa. The author is only

-nineteen years aof âgoand et. he hold
a professor's chair in the leading Catho-
lic College on Prince Edward Island.

Having learnedin the former chapter
that the Brabmins are the most noted of
the Hindno castes, it is only proper to
devote a few chapter to- them in par.
ticular. As the real origin of the Brah
mina, like that of the other Hindoo
tribes, is not distinctly knnwn, we are
compelled to rely on fables of mers con-

j ecture. The most universally accepted
tradition in this tribe l that tbey have
@prune from the head of the god Brahma.
The Brahmins, emanating, as they be-
lieve, frora the noblest part of their god.
consider that they, in preference to all
other castes, are entitled to bear the
sscred name cf ithis much venerated
deity. Desirousof having still stronger
claims to their name, they say that the
perfection of Brahma was first compre-
hended by them, and that they alone
have the distingmuisbed privilege of per-
using the books that treat of him.

A Brahnin differumucthfrom a Raja, a
Vaisya or a Sudra, who are not eligible
to a more honorable vocation than that
In which they are born ; whereas a Brah.
min becomes such only after the cere-
-mony of the Cord. Tillthen he is more-
ly a Sudra, and by birth posseass
notbhg that raies him above the level
of other men. AfLer this rite hoe is call-
ed Dwija, meaning twice born. The
first birth admit@ him to the common
rank of mortals; the second, which he
owe to the ceremnuy of the triple cord,
exalts him to the lofty rank of the tribe
te which ho belongs.

Each of the seven castes, into which
the Brahmin are divided, traces its im-
mediate origin toone of themneven rshis,
or penitents. These penitents are a&.
knowledged by the Hindoo to e the
holiest and most venerated personage
that ever existed in that nation. They
were favored in a special manner by the
gods, particularly by Vishnu, who pre-
served them from destructionduring the
deluge by taking them aboard a ship
which he himself guided. After laving.
by their holy lives on earth, exemplified
all the virtues, these holy penitents
were taken up into heaven, where
they still retain their place among
the most - brilliant stars. Those
who desire to' se them have only
to look at the oeven stars in the
Great Bear, commonly oalled the Dipper,
for these the Hindoce maintain are no
other than the seven rishia, not emblem-
aticall, but in strict reality. Moreover,c
there i a belief extant that, withoutt
ceaamg to sparkle in the' irmament,i
they can descend, and actually do payC
an occailonal visit to the earth to knowi
how matters stand.

The idea of preserving the memory oft
their great men, and of making them
immortal, by asigning theni a place1
among the constellations wbich shine inc
the beavens, appears to be common to1
al ancient peoples. The worship of the
stars, acoordingly, seems to have been1
universally and most religiously observ-m
éd amongst a.llidolatrous nations ancienta
and modern. This species of idolatryi
being the leat unresionable of any, and1
of the longet duration, the law.givers'
of antiqity and the founders of somee
false religions, perceiving the pawer.
ful influence which it had already
aequired over tas human mind,9
made- use of it as the most efcaoauu 1
means of perpetiating the menmory ott
their heries. Byia this tramnsforing
them into stars, they set them up as ob-
jecte always tobe seen and always tu
attract the attentin of the observer.
Thus it was that te Hindnos piaed thet
seven famons vishii in the brightest.
zone-of the starry heavens, being surei
that this was au infallible method ofî
preserving their memory amongst a peo-
ple insensible to all objects but thosem
that vividly strike their sennes

sine, among civilized nations the
honamor of having-spînng from an ilustni-
ous family sometimnes causes its descend-
anti ta look down uwith contempt upon
lower 'classes, cn we v wônder at tIe1
arrogance and-ihaughtliness cnf the
Bsmmeç, and the great diaidain whiih
lhey msmow ta every oasme but their owi
A&gaiif civYisZd people glory in traoinag

ther origin t .om. famou. per.onage,
have net the Brahmine an eqnmal right
ta do the same; or ia the privilege of
vaunting a noble pedigree to be denied
them ? Certainly- net, at least it should
not, for it is a matter of no great conse-
quence to us wbat their lineage may be,
so long as it pleases then, be it fabulons
or otherlwie..

THE FRANCISCN&s.

Every intelligent Catholic reader
should be familiar with the principal
eventsain the lives of the saints. Alias!
the contrary is too often the case. Be-
yond the names repeated in the litany.
now many have even the slightèst know-
ledge of how those holy mon and wii-
'n1n spent their time while hre on
* arth.

Take for instance the great St. Fran-
ois of sAi-., very few fay persona out-
side the Third Order know anyihing .n
him life and works. Yet no other saint
is more deserving of our lrve and grati.
rude. Leo the Thiriteenth, the poet
Ppe, upeaking iof this il.natrini servant
if God, maya:"Like Jesus Christ,it mo hap-
pened that St. Francis was aborn in a
dable. A little cihili as he was hie
conch waa of straw on ihe ground. And
it ia related that ait that moment thei
premence of angelic chairs and meledit a
wafted Lhrough the air completed the
resemblance. Again, like Christ and
Eis Apostles, Francis united himsell
with ome chosen disciples to traversei
the eanh as messengers of Christiani
peace and eternalsaalvation.,,

Bereft, ofi l, mocked, cast off by his
own, he had this great point in common
with Christ, he would net have a corner
wherein he might. lay hia head. As a
lait mark of resemblance ho received on1
his Calvary, Mt. Alvernu, (by a miracle
till thon unheard of) the sacred stigmata1
and was thns, so to speak, crucified." 1

We see by this how minutely St.
Francis resembled his Divine Model.
The chief interest of is biography cen-
tres in the beautiful and oonsoling de.
votions that hesand his Order bequeatbed
to Holy Mother Church. Who amongst
us eau think of the sweet and simple
devotion of the "Christmas Crib" with-
out heartfelt emotion. How often dur-
ing the season of Christmas have we
watched the little ones approach the
"Babe of Bethlehem" and entered into
their spirit of "roverent wonder and deep
delight," as they gazed on the Holy
Child; but di owe ever pause te think
or inquire the origin of this Christmas
grace ?7

St. Francis, ever oi the alert for the
greater honor and glory of his Creator.
being in Rome inl the year 1228, asked
and obtained from the thon reigningt
Pope Honorius the Third, permission ta
bonor the birthiof Christi msoaenew
manner. Hastening ta Grecio to carrym
out.his idea, ho buil t a rough stable ont
the mounta.n-side, plaoed therein carved1
wooden images of the Holy Familyt
covered with traw the lsoor and erected
an altar. Shepherds arrived and tied an
ox and anses in the stable. People ock-t
ed from far and near. Priets, friars and
monks came to assist at this ideal mid-
night mass. St.Franoia acting as de&-1
con, the flaming torches of the shop.
hrds, the wild sweet musicaof their in.
atruments, the fervor of the people, oom.
bined to make this celebration the mot
solemn of Its kind. St.Francia preached1
such an eloquent sermon on the wonder.
ful love of God for His creatures that1
.the vast multitude was moved t tears.k
During the Ma the Divine. Infant was
seen by all present torepose in the arms
of our saint and Javish'him .:with caa
resu*s. The news of this miracle spreadc
and Greoo beoame a place or pilgrim.
age. -Thua was i.:augurated Lhe- beauc
tiful and touching devotio of the l
.iChrisimes Crib.".

In 1537 the "Foity Houris" was in
attitted by a Francitscane Friar of Milaia.
Sme year"' liter the Cardinal Arch.i
Iaishop oaf M'ilan (4t. (Charlesa B.rnrommi)
drew'up tme iestrUOtionams fur the propert
,observance thereaf. whicb a1a cOImtain, d1
lu the acta af the CO nnl oi Milan. 'lheL
"Forty Houis' haune if Lhe mont em.
anling devotions f the presenit . day.
Here our Lird [Limself holda lHis cou rt..
His courtierthe- pour, andthe ai lre ty,t
flock round: iis tli rne, ai place th..îr.
prayers and" tiibutes 'at Hie flet.-. iei
listons and auniolaI. " n silénce holy,t
Himiself the lfignite Grace."«
*The Blesmsed Uheruabin of Spoleto, a

Franciscan, established thre procesision ofi
LIe Blessed Sd.crainemnton L.he irait aur theo
*third Su.nday of the~ month, stil.l ini use

's'
in many churches. He alo invilted the the Church i. a devotion fnot .o wel
faithful, by the ringing of the bell, to known as the Angelus, yet is one of the
follow the boly Viaticum. rost potent means of grace. Ita history

Another Franciscan, the Father Evan- is as followa:-
gelist of Pistoia, caused the bells to ring In the 12th century, the Benedictines
at night for the holy soula of purgatory, nwned a littie churnh in Asaisi called St.
rhereby. inviting the faithful to pray for Mary of the Angels. If had alsn the
tbem. name of Porttuncila h'eaeuse of its small

Aymn of Favisham, the fifth General entrance. The former name wa derived
of the Order, waa inatructed by Gregory from a leg.nd that angels were oiseu
IX. to amend the Roman breviary and heard singing within ie sacred precincts.
Mm,'sal, and to revise and arrange the The Benedictines, with that. great
rubrics. The Pop' who ascended the charity for which they are known the
Papa] throne in 1277 was so pleased with world nyer. presientei the littlA nhurch
the excellence of the work that hé, 'o St. Francis. With wha h..ly j'ay snd
ordered the use of the revised edition in vratitide the sainit receirved tha gift la
the Universal Church, it having been for onîly known to the angels thaL hve-red
<"me time in use in ihe Pontifical Chapel lyer the ehosen p'at. Tihus Lhe FrAncie-
and by the Franciscans. cans came into possemiun ut their tiret

The finl Anthem aller Compline was thurch.
mstablishlie by B eased J ,hn of Parma. li t.he fall of 1221 St. Francis was
whn was the seventh' General of the kneeling alone in the chinrh susu41 l,
Order.- wrapt in priv er, and lfnly he iWos fav.'r.

li 1260 the great Feast of the Immacu. Pd wilh a vision of Our Lord and Hiis
1ate GC.scei,)ton wna establishled hy S. HAly M ,ther. and a dvine voitle assour,.d
Binaventnre, althongh il w.,s not pro- imi that, thembnioie ht.tle chnirch wonsid
claim. d a dogma of the church until the hle ienc-fort.h a privileged pl eèn cf il-
8 le of D.cemb.'er n the year 1854. Pin mrioRage and pra.y.r. Tihe V .ice alto
IX ol Holy Menory. who sauit the chair cummanded him t inforni the S.vere>ign
*' Pèter at the time, i known as the Puntiff of tLie Vi-ion,- and iibtain fr.
PopenthelnmmaculoeCiancepbtion. nim a confirmaietion of the Promie.

In 126, was alo, stahlished the Feast Needlese .to say St. Fr4ncis hastened to
If the Mist H'ly Trinity; the Fasts f Rine anti revelinm ithe event oblained
the four Great Doctors of the Chiuirch- the necessary confirmatinn. The indul-
St. Anignstine, St. Jerome, St. Ambrosme .cPnce was procla-med in Asiisi in the
And St. Gregory-are due tc the seal oI preence of seven bishnps and was after.
St. Bmavenure. The Feast of the war,ls extendei to ail the Fratnciscan
Viaitation of the Blessed Virgin and alon ciurebes ail over the world. It i called
those of St. Ann and S. Martha were in- the-Indulgence of the Portinncula" and
troduced by the Franciscan, and were 4iffers frum all others in haviung a dire-o
afterward celebrated in the Church Divine orig n. Tte time f-tr obtaining
throughout the word. Lhis indulgence tifrom the Veaper hour,

The uae of fixing the Paschal wax two o'clock in the afternoon or Aurust
taper at the right oornerof the sitar lit, to sunset nn• A ugust 2nd,
from Holy Saturdty until Ascension day t.e Feast of S. Mary of the Angela,
i aio due toSi, Bonaventure. and can be gained mn any Franciscan

In 1399 a general chapter of the order churli during the houri specified. The
was held in Assisi, and established Lhe little church is still in as gond a atate of
Feasts of- St. Joseph and S. Joachim, in preservation as when St. Francits, was
1530 Lliey obtained the Feast of the favored with the heavenly Visiion, rill a;
triumph of the Holy Name of Jesus, and place of prayer and spiunal rest, where
i 15837 the Feast of the Espousi of the entreaties ascend to the thrnne of God
B. V. M. with St. Joseph. .Il<Frn teli ptrlta on earth tbat. adore.

The "Way of the ~Cross " is another rom the souls that entreat ,,i4 Iîplore,
gift of the Franciscans. As early as In i fervuorandpi.ainr e pr-ayer 1Prom Ille beartu, ébat bruuken wath osi1267, Palestine was a Franciscan pro- And weary wlih'dragsingtheero-ses,
vince. In 1342, the Franciscans were Too heavy for mortaino bear."
appointed guardians or custodians of the The above are a few of the gifts of the
Holy Places.-an ofIice &bey have kept Franciscans to poetry and religion.
ever since,-in fulfilliog the dutiesa of In a former piper I endeavored to
which nearly eight thousand devoted show what the sane noble order accom-
friars lost thoir lives. plished in the domaina of ait and science..

Plgrimages Ln Jerusalem were fre- Perbap sorme inquirng one will wonder
quent, but the Franciscans in their seal how these men, secluded as they were
and far-reaching charity remembered from the world and its affaire, could do
the vaist majority who were unable to go. so much to benefit their fellowmen.'
For the benefit of these the friars inâti. Such a one I would refer t the words of
tuted the devotion known as the Way or the aacred text, 'Hia lust shall not labor
Stations of the Cross.. It consiste of four- in vain."
teen scenes taken from the life .and Me S..uTHzRND.
death of our Saviour.

This devotion was endowed by aucces- A. AUGE VALUATION. -
aive Popes with the same indal ences au If there waa only one bottIe of Hag.
those which pertained to t e Hliy yard's Yellow Oil in Manitcba I wouldPlaces. In 1730 Pope Clement X[t. ex- give one hundred dollars for it." write's
tended this devotion t the Universa.J Philip H. Brant,-of Monteith, Manitob
Church. after having used it for a severe woundThe right ta erect and bleus the Sta- and for frozen fingers, with, as he says,tions being reserved to the Order of St. "astonihaing good resuIts."
Francis.

The "Stabat Mater." that sublime It la a mean wretoh who will ilyly
hyman to th Virgin Mother, was com- drop a fanoy hirpin -in a tram loaded
posed by the Italian poet Jacopo da Todi, with women, and th n mile as he iees
who was a devoted member of the First ey woman make a grab for the backorder. ofi her head wben she notices it.

The isolemn and soul-touching "l Dies
Irae," that forms part of the requieni, The chlida.s fnes.
was written by -a Francisoan friar,
Thomas de Celano, a companion ani Scro.ula often mhnws itself in early
biographer of St Francia. life and in characterizsed by sweulinme,

St. B 'naventure, like St. Francis, woa abscsuse, hip disease, etc. Consumpnti ,i
a poet as well as a saint, and in daily i scrofula Of th -ilung. - ithis ,s of
and hourly remembered throuigh having disease. oott.'s Enulsion is inquestion-
compnsed the "tSacrosanot an," Lhe ably the most re i , bla mii-aine.
irayer with which every prie4t con-
cludes the daily office of the Brevisry. Sharp: i saw ain , xanmple of what I
The last worda nf c.he " leall Mary," e0 1i hard ines this marsing. Flati ' L.
* N w and at the hohr nfrni <r desaLl," i.eed, cild m'en. Well, whait was i il
were added hy 1ihe Franisans. . Sharp: Rmilw.,y liste--.

The. " Aig-his," that, minet, be itifol -
devotion wiclh hi ts been aitly tersmoîel A Inld U19Is i Lrn.
"rhe Potetry tif Pr 'yer," wm first iati pdie' ,7'b rpaleru' os p tetse a
imite I by St. Buanaveiture in the yeaêr sry aIh ltrn uta t ' i s:. V - .n
.1262 who waes ait t hait, ime Genaeral our firlis*% >pti<lv i '."ami " oi Iler cou
Lie Frainiaasoan Onrier. ailiserons, id Lng 't "r u aI..u >pi-

A erMt. wrimer hia remarked that the iv,- xia'r"aionsI enur.. or N..rv u- il..hiiily aéà

only tiine whe ail men are aq.î 1, ricihî w.uadi,rsisosiri4v p.wr- i a
and inonr.prince andt peasant., in *wIen cuse. aid de.lrtni t rpll-vp hàatitn ri-ia
the muiic of the A"eins bie eils a1Ito | " .,d r naa, înln

prayr,-a prayer thait asceni& iheaven- w!th tîni dir-cara or reepar i,.ad nq
ward 1ke. ineense ii honorof the My- e..î"'hy mai. 'by idrt4-in
terv 1I thé aicart.ation.Rnu, Eoo.ai'.Nova 8 .. ,

The anthein " Sub inni Praesidlum " ~----
was drawnî fromr a. sermmn ot St. Be.ana-- . Nof. Woarth Ar dreard
dine ai Sienna,- an iflumtriuus Fraticis- Dumn't y'u t.hinkl miy literatry.,iyledi
can. tinctly original.' Snïr|er: 'Certêiiîly.

4notheOr spirituail gift 9f Bt. Francij to if body ever wrote ina thatst yle belo eq


