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~ ORIGIN OF BRARMINS.

A Desoription of the People of Ind1a.

- The following is one of & seriex of arti-

clea_contributed to The Collegium, by

- Professor E. Hughes, the talented son of
Mr.J. W. Hughes, of the Justice Depart.

- ment, at Ottawa, The author is only

“'nineteen years of age, and yet.he holds
& professor's chair in the leading Catho-
lc College on Prince Edward Island.

Having learned in the former chapter
that the Brabmina are the most noted of
the Hindno castes, it is only proper 1o
devote a few chapters to- them in par-
ticular. As the real origin of the Brah
mins, like that of the other Hindoo
tribes, is not distinctly knnwn, we are
oompelled to rely on fables of mere con-

j ecture. The most universally accepted
tradition in this tribe is that they have
sprung from the head of the god Brahma.,
The Brabmins, emanating, ss they be-
lieve, from the noblest part of their god.
cooneider that they, in preference to ali
other castes, are entitled to bear the
sicred name of this much venerated
deity. Desirons of having still stronger
claims to their name, they aay that the
'Eerfecl.ion of Brahma was fimt compre-

ended by them, and that they slone
have the distingnisbed privilege of per-
nsing the books that treat of him.

A Brahmin differs much from & Raja, s
Vaisyva or a Sudra, who are not eligible
to a more honorable vocation than that
in wtich they are born; whereas a Brah-
min becomes such only after the cere-
-mony of the Cord. Tillthen he is mere-
ly a Sudra, and by birth possessen
nothing that raises him abnve the Jevel
of other men. After this rite he is call
ed Dwija, meaning twice born. The
first birth admits him to the common
rank of mortals; the second, which he
owes to the ceremnny of the triple cord,
exalts him to the lofty rank of the tribe
te which he belongs.

Each of the seven oastes, into which
the Brabmin are divided, traces its im-
mediate origin to one of the seven rishis,
or penitents. These penitents are so-
knowledged by the Hindoo to be the
holiest and most venerated personage
that ever existed in that nation, They
were favored in a special manner by the
godsé‘raruoularly by Vishnu, who pre-
served them from destructionduring the
deluge by taking them aboard a ship
which he himself quided, After having,
b{ their holy lives on earth, examplified
all the virtues, these holy penitents
were taken up into heaven, where
they still retain their place among
the most - brilliant stars. Those
who desire to‘see them have only
to look at the seven stars in the
Great Bear, commonly called the Dipper,
for these the Hindoos maintain are no
other than the seven rishis, not emblem-
atically, but in strict reality. Moreovez,
there 18 & belief extant that, without
ceasing to sparkle in the firmament,
they can descend, and actually do pay
an ocossional visit to the earth to know
how matters atand.

The idea. of preserving the memory of
their great men, and of making them
immortal, by assigning them a place
among the constellations which shine in
the heavens, appears to be common to
all ancient. peoples. The worship of the
stars, sccordingly, seems to have been
universally snd most religionsly observ-
ed amonsat. allidolatrous nations ancient
and modern. This species of idolatry
being the least unreasonable of any, and
of the longest duration, the law-givers
of rntignity and the founders of some
falge relizions, perceiving the power-
ful influence which it bad alread
acquired -over tne human mind,
made- use of it as the most ¢ficacions
means of perpetuating the memory ot
their herves. By thus trausforming
them into stars, they set them up us vb-

jeots always to'be seen and always to
aturact the attentiim of the obaerver.
Thus it was that the Hindoos plaged the

aeven famous vishis in the brightest.

sone-of the starry heavens, being sure
that Lhis was an infallible method of
preserving their memory amongst a peo-
ple insensible to all objeots' but those
that vividly strike their senses.” . -
Since, amung civilized nations; the’
haonor of having sprang from an illostri-
ous fumily sometimes causes its descend-
ants -to lovk down-‘with contempt upon
lower ‘clasees, can we. wonder ‘at.the
arrogancd: amd™ hidughtliness - nf the
Bribiming, and the great disdain which

-4hey ahow 10 every 'oaste-but their owa?

Agaio, if civilized people glory in tracing

their origin- {o some famous personage,
have not the Brahmins an eqnal right
to do the same, or is the privilege of
vaunting s noble pedigree to be denied
them ? Certainly- not, at least it should
not, for it is a matter of no great conse-
quence to us what their lineage may be,
80 long ag it plesses theni, be it fabulous
or otherwise.

Erpe———
THYE FRANCISCANS,

Every intelligent Catholic reader
should be familiar with the principal
ovents in the lives of the saints. Alns!
the contrary is too often the case, Be-
yond the names repeated in the litany.
now many have even the slightést know-
ledge of how those holy men and wo-
men spent their time while here on
@:rth,

Tuke for instanpe the great St. Fran-
ois of Aesi-i. very few Iay persons out-
dide the Thinl Order know anything ol
his life and works, Yet no other saint
is more deserving of our love and grati-
tude. Leo the Thirteenth, the poet
Pope, speaking of this il .natrions servant
of Gud, saya : " Like Jesus Christ,it s hap-
pened that 8¢, Francis was born. in a
stable. A little ciild as he was his
oouch was of straw on the ground. And
it is related that at that moment the
presenoe of angelioc choirs and melidic s
wifted through the air comuleted the
resemblance. Again, like Christ and
His Aposetles, Francis united himselt
with some chozen disciples to traverse
the earth as messengers of Christian
peace and eternal salvation.,,

Bereft of sll, mocked, caat off hy hie
own, be had this great point in common
with Chriat, he would not have a corner
wherein he might. Jay his head. As a
last mark of resemblance he received on
his Calvary, Mt, Alvernus, (by a miracle
till then unheard of) the sacred stigmata
and was thus, 8o 10 speak, crucified.”

We see by this how minutely St.
Francis resembled his Divine Model.
The chief interest of his biography cen-
tres in the beautiful and consoling de:
votions that heand his Order bequeathed
to Holy Mother Church. Who amongst
ue can think of the sweet and simple
devotion of the *‘Christmas Crib” with-
out heartfelt emotion, How often dux-
ing the season of Christmas have we
watched the little ones approach the
“Babe of Bethiehem” and entered into
their spirit of “reverent wonderand deep
delight,” as they gazed on the Holy
Child ; but did we ever pause to think
or inquire the origin of this Christmas
grace !

8t, Francis, ever on the alert for the
g:gater honor and glory of ha Creator.

ing in Rome in the year 1228, asked
and obtained from the then reigniog
Pope Honorius the Third, permission to
honor the birth.of Christ in some new
manner. Hastening to Grecio to ocarry
out.his idea, he built a rough stable on
the mountain-side, placed therein carved
wooden images of the Holy Family,
covered with atraw the floor and erected
an altar. Shepherds arrived and tied an
ox and anaasin theatable. People flook-
odfrom farand near. Priests, friars and
monks came to assist at this ideal mid-
night mass. . 8t. Franois aoting as dea-
ocon, the flaming torches of the shep-
herds, the wild sweet musie of their in-
struments, the fervor of the people, com-
bined to make this celebration the moat
solemn of its kind. 8t,Francis preached
such an eloguent sermon on the wonder-
ful love of God for His oreatures that

.he vast multitude was moved to tears.
Daring the Mass the Divine Infant was

seen by all present toreposein the arms
of our suint and Javish him .with ca
resges. The news of this miracle spread
and Greoio became a plece of pilgrim-
age. -Thus was iasugurated the- beau-
aful and touching devotion of the
“Christmas Crih,” '

In 1537 the “Foity Hours” was in
stituted by a Feancisoan Frinz of Milau,
3ome yesrs liter the Canlinal Areh.
bishop of Milan (3t, Gharles B rromime)
drew up tne insiractions fur the proper
.observance theredf, which are contained
in the acts of the Councit of Milan, The
“Forty Hours”isone of the most con-
maling devotions of the presaut day.
Here our Lrd Himself holds His court.
His courtiers, the  poor. and the I.wly,

‘fluck ronnd: His thrane, and place their,

"prayem and ‘tributes at His feet.  He
lstens and ¢oudolés, * [n silénce holy,
Himself the Infinite Grace.” - o

. The : Bleseed Cherubim of Spoleto, a
Franoivean, established the progession of
the Blessed Sacrament on the st ur the

third Sunday of the month, etill in use '

in many churches. He alzo invited the
faithful, by the ringing of the bell, to
follow the holy Viaticum.

Anotber Franciscan, the Father Evan-
geliat of Pistoia, caused the bells to ring
at night for the holy souls of purgatory,
;Hereby_ inviting the faithful to pray for

em.

Aymnn of Favisham, the fifth General
of the Order, was instructed by Gregory
I1X.to amend the Roman breviary and
Missal, and to revise and arrange the
rubrics. The Pope who ascended the
Papal throne in 1277 was go pleared with
the excelience of the work that he
ordered 1he use of the revised edition in
the Universal Church, it having bheen for
«nme time in use in the Pountifical Chapel
and by the Franciscans.

The fion] Anthem alter Compline was
«stablished by B ersed J +hn of Parma,
whn was the seventh' General of the
Order. .

1n 1200 the great Feast of the Immacu.
late Gonception was established by 8i.
Binaventure, although it waa not pro-
olaim: d a dogma of the church uatil the
8 h of Decembher in the year 1854, Pin~
IX. ol Holy Memory, who sat its the chair
ol Peter at the time, is known as the
Poje of the Immaculate Conception,

In 1260 waa slgo s atnblished the Fesst
of the Muat Holy Trinity ; the Feaats. of
the four Great Dortors of the Church—
St. Angnstine, Bt. Jerome, St. Ambrose
and Bt. Gregory—are due t< the zenl ol
St, B maventure. The Fenst of the
Visitation of the Bleased Virgin and also
those of 8t. Ann and 8t. Martha were in-
troduced by the Franoiscans, and were
afterward celcbrated in the Church
throughout the workd,

The use of fixing the Paschal wax
taper at the right ocorner of ‘the altar
irom Holy Saturday until Ascension day
is also due to 8i, Bunaventure.

In 1399 a general chapter of the order
was held in Assisi, and established the
Fensts of- 8t. Joseph and Bt. Joachim, in
1530 they obtained the Fenst of the
triumph of the Holy Name of Jesus, and
in 1587 the Feast of the Espousal of the
B. V. M. with 8t. Joseph.

The “Way of the Cross” is another
gift of the Franciscans. As early as
1257, Palestine was a Franciscan pro-
vince. In 1342, the Franciscans wers
appointed gnardians or custodians of the
Holy Places,—an office they have kept
ever gince,—in fulfilling the duties of
which nearly eight thousand devoted
friars lost their lives.

Pilgrimuges to Jerusalem were fre-
quent, but the Franciscans in their zeal
and far-reaching charity remembered
the vast majority who were unable to go.
For the benefit of these the friars insti:
tuted the devotion known aa the Way or
Stations of the Cross. . It consjsta of four-
teen acenes iaken from the life and
death of our Baviour, .

This devotion was endowed by succes-
sive Popes with the same indulgenees a8
those which pertained to the Holy
Places. In 1780 Pope Clement XII, ex-
tended this devotion to the Universal
Church.

The right to erect and bless the Bta-
tions being reserved to the Order of St.
Francis.

The “Stabat Mater.,” that sublime
hymn to the Virgin Mother, was com-
posed by the Italian poet Jacopo da Todl,
who was & devoled member of the First
order, -

The soleman and soul-touching ¢ Dies
Irae,” that forme part of the requiem,
wag written' by -a Franciscan friar,
Thomas de Celann, a companion and
bingrapher of 8t Francis.

8t. B maventure, like St. Francis, was
& post a8 well a8 a saint, and is dnily
and hourly remembered through having
compnged the “Sacrosanciae,” the
prayer with which every prieit con-
cludes the daily 1flice of the Breviury.
The Iagt words of the * Hail Mary,”
“Nw snd at the hour of emr death,”’
were added by the Francisoans, .

The. * Angerlug,” that most bemtiful
devolion which hia heen aplly termed
*The Puatry of Pr.yer,” wns first instd
tntel by 8u. Bunaventure in the yesr
1262 who wag st that Lime Guneral of
the Franmiscan Orler.

A yr-at wriler has remarked that the
only time when all men are +qu 1, rich
and pour, prince nnd peasant, in When
the musioc of the Ange'us hell gallaa | to
prayer,~n prayer that ascend~ heavet:-

ward like, incense in honor of the Mys-
tery of thé Incarpation, L
~ The anthem_ * 8ub tnum Praesidium

was drawn from & sermon ot St. Béina-

dine of Sienna,” an illuatrivus Fradcis-
can, ~ ' o
Another spiritual gift

the Church is a devotfon not so" well:
known as the Angelus, yet is onpof the
raost potent means of grace. Its history -
is as follows :—

Tn the 12th century, tbe Benedictines -
.owned a little chureh in Aasisi called 8. -
Mary of the Angels. It had alan the
name of Portiunonla hecaure of itsamall
entrance. The former name waa derived
irom a legend that angels were often
heard singing within its sacred precincts,

The Benedictines, with that great
charity for which they are known the
world over, presented the little church
10 8t. Francis. With what h-.ly joy aud
eratitude the saint received the gift is
only known to the angels that huvered
aver the chosen apnt, Thus the Francis-
cans came into possession of their tirat
vburch, )

In the fall of 1221 8t. Francis waas
kneeling alone in the chnreh #8 u=nnl,
wrapt in priver, and lanly ha was favipe
«d with a vikion of Our Lord and His
Holy M vher. and a divine voice amnred
him that the humble hittla church wounld
he henceforth a peivileged plsca of nit=
erimage and. prayer. The V.ica alko
commanded him to nform the 8.vereign
Punuifl of the Vision,- and obtain.-fem
nim u oonfirmation of the Promise.
Needless Lo any St. Francis hastened to
R une and revenling the event shrained
the necessary confirmation. The indul-
gence was prooia'med in A-sisi in the
presence cf s+ven bishops and was after-
wanls extended to all the Francisrcan
churches nll over the world. It is onlled
the*Indulgence of the Portinncula” and -
Jiffera from all others in having a dir-ot
Divine origin, The time for obtaining.
this indulzence is from the Veaper houy,.
two o'clock in the afterncon of Auneust;
1st, to sunset on -August 2ad,
the Feast of Bt, Mary of the Angels,
and ocan be gained in any Franoidcan
chureh during the hours specified. The
little church is still in a8 gond a state of s
preservation as when St., Francis'waa:
favored with the heaveniy Visiun, stilla-:
pluce of prayer and spiritual rest, where .

entreaties ascend to the throne of God

** From the apirits on earth that adore. -
From the rouls that entreat sny mplore,
In the fervor and passion of prayer
From the hearts, Lthat bruken with
And weary wilh drnfglng the sro-ses, . .
Too heavy for mortals Lo bear.*®

The above are a few of the gifts of the
Franciscans to poetry and religion, - '
In a former paper I endeavored to
show what the same noble order accom-
plished in the domains of a1t and soience. .
Perhaps some inquiring ane will wonder -
how these men, seéluded as they were '
from the world and its affairs, could do
go much 1o benefit their fellowmen,
Such & one I would refer to the words of
the sacred text, “His just sball not labor
in vain.”

lﬂ!l“

 Miss 8. SUTHERLAYD.
EiT—————
. A HIGH VALUATION. - .
 If there was only one bottle of Hage -
yaxd’s Yellow Qil in Manitcba I would .
give one hundred dollaras for it,” writes -
Philip H. Brant, of Monteith, Manitob
after having ueed it for a severe wound -
and for frozgen fingers, with, a8 he mays, -
‘“ agtonishing good results.”

It is & mean wretch who will slyly -
drop a fanoy hairpin ‘in a tram loaded -
with women, and then emile as he sees -
every woman make a grab for the back »
of her head when she notices it.

— )
The Chlidren's Enemy. -

Scrolula often shows itself in early
life and is characterised by awellings, ‘-
abaceases, hip digeass, ete. Consumptim
in sorofula of th-lungs. - In this classof .
disease Scott’s Emulsion i3 unquestivn-
ably the most re i thle muligne, -

Bharp: I ra% an «xample of what I ¢
-04!] ttard lines this moruing. Flati ¢ in.
deed, otd man, Well, what was ‘1275
Sharp: Riilway lineq, o

> "~
CONSUMEPLEN cURED, e
. An old physteinn, retired 'rom prartios, had
pliced 10 ik Runds by #n Bast Ind aomissions -
ary the formuln of n Mmpie vege uble remidy
for 1he speedy and permsnent oo w 6F Cone’
samption, Rronobitig, O Aarch, Axthma; and .
all vhroat and Lang A atlonk$ Rlsey,.0 piogle 4
tive guel radionl cure or Nerv gs Debiihly qud - ‘
atl Nervogs Complatmis, Having. Jeated Ji 345
wanduris! purative powers in thon-andunf .
eaned, and dustring o relieve htimun suffere - -
i, T will send Treenf cha'ge 1o sllwin wish' -
1, thinreoine, fu Gurmun. French or Boggyh, 480
with ) dirrotipgs 10r Prepuing dra ASIg,. o
Nent by ‘marl; "oy ud-lraudh&;'wulh‘*-;\?:m{;,_ .
naning th n.pane=, W, ANOYES; 831 Poibergh o
Black, Roohester N ¥, I Y v
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. Not Wdﬂh""Adlli!i;i:!}ti':iﬁ:—-f—_?nté{de;4.
Don’t you - think my literary style ‘dire
tinctly original Snatier:  Certiinly,

.

§i Sb.'Franois to

" Nobody -ever wrote in that siyle befoye, -



