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Whensogver, or howsoever we,ahall be called
:{ iPOn to make our exit, we will die free men.”
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FLOOD'S STOCK OF COIN.

[l tiiens Unearthed by the Great Mining King
—jlow the Bonanin Man Gained HMis Al
most Fabulous Wealth,

b That famous bonanza quartette consisting
f- of John W. Mackey, James C. Flood, W. S,
E. 0'Brien and Senator er}es G. Fuir have been
' she talk of the two continents, says the New
York Tribune. Their ulmost fabulous wealth,
| rivaling that of the famous Ormus and of
. Inde, and the romantic. circumstances by
{ yhich it was acquired, read like n second
: odition of Dumas’ * Monte Cristo.”
: * Pgke, for instance, the personal history of
i Mr, Flood. He was born in New York in
" 1826, of Irish parents, wh were about as poor
well could be. No collegiate edunca-
nited young Flood, but his parents
and scraped and stinged themselves
io give him instruction in the ordinary
Enggilsh branches. Young Flood was atten-
tive to his studies, and wlen in 1849 ke took
e for California in the ship Elizabeth

ﬁ]!::, built by the then famous ship builder,
" William H. Webb, his brains censtituted his
T ole copital. He_ha.d no rich or influential
! friends to lend him a helping hand. What
 pe is to-day he owes to himsclf, In 1854
_ e associated with the late W. .S, O'Brien,

ond the famed firm of Flood & '‘O'Brien was
- formed.

Concerning the subsequent career of Mr,
Fleod, it may Le said that the first notable
enterprise engaged in by Flood & O’Brien
opsisted of operations in the Kentuck and
cther mines on the Comstock Jode, in which
they generally contrived to secure a controll-
ing interest.  This was as early as 1862,

Their operations in Hale & Norcross a few

vears later were om a scole so large as to at-
et ger.eml attention to them as mining
spemlnwrs. But the operation which finally
made the name of Flood known throughout
+he world was compreswed within the short
space of o few months 4n the carly part of
1875. The existence of those vast hodies of
arein the Cousolidated Virginia und Califor-
pia mines which %Mc them the name of
uhonanza,” thus adding a permanent word
1o the English language, was suspected us
erly as Fehruary, 1874, and was made cer-
fain by the proprietois in December of that
VEAT. '
° The two partners.saw their fortunes grow-
ing with colossal strides euch hour, Com-
pratively poor the norning before they
made the great discoveries, they awoke to
find themselves posseased of nearly $200,000,-
000. Flood was stuzgered and dazed, and
Mr. O'Brien was almost prostrated. And
here stande out the sterling character of
«Jim” Fload. He svas not content ta see his
own fortune rolling up at the rate of $100,000
aday, but with ap.instinctive generosity, he
dealt most liberally with those who had the
goxd fortune to be nis friends.

Many of the rickest fumilies on the Pacific
slope trace their wealth directly to Mr.
Flood. He dispenced his favors like a prince,
and many old Caifornians wdmit that to the
fortunate ciroumstance of their good relations
with Mr. Flood in ycars gone by they alone
attribute their Leirg vich instead of poor. It
is stated that the great Bank of Nevida
originated with Mz, Fload, and for years he
hag labored to have the bank grow up in Nan
Prancisco, sound in capital and with a reputa-
tion thronghout the workd that shall be built
ot genuine mes it.

In appearance ¥r. Flood is prepossessing,
strong, aed about five feet ten inches high,
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title of *¢ First in war, first in peace, and first
in the hearts of his countrymen.”

Charles Coatsworth Pickrey declared in
favor of “ Millions for defence, but not one
cent for tribute.”

“Peacenbly if we can, forcibly if we must,”
is from Josiah Quincy, 1811.

John Adams did not say: **Live or die,
survive or Rerish, I'm for the Conatitution,”
but Daniel Webster did say it for him.

Davy Crocket is the author of **Be sure
you are right, and then go ahead.”

Andrew Jackson gave us *‘ The Union—it
must be preserved.”

TomCorwin’s ¢ welcome with bloody hands
to hospitable graves,” one of his mnoblest
udterances, gave kim more unenviable criti-
cism than any othker saying in his life.

Douglas applied **squatter sovereignty,”
though it is probable that Cassinvonted and
‘Calhoun named 4t.

Stringfellow was the origimal * Border
Ruffian.”

War times gave us no end of ‘epigrainmatic
utterances. Those of Lincoln alone would
fill a volume. Chicfest of all these that noble
sentinent, * With charity for all and malice
towards none.”

McClellsa's chief expioit was to make us
acquainted with the plwase ‘‘ Change of
base."

Grant gave us. *“ fight it out on this line,”
‘“ unconditional surrender,” I propose to move
immediately upen yeur works,” * bottled
up,” and others,

Sherman gave utterunce to the great truth,
showing at once statesmanship and military
sagacity, ¢‘The Coufederacy is a sheil,” and
he had the rare felicity of practically de-
moustrating his owp theorem by the * March
te the Sea,”

Sheridan's charanter and his style of fight-
ing are expressed hy **Sent them whirling up
the Valley.”

Pope’s “unforturate ovder from  Head-
gquarters in the Naddle,” gave Genernl Lee
opportunity for the one solitary joke of his
life thne—** Whas can you expect of a gentle-
man who puts ‘his hendquarters where his
hindquarters ought to be.”

Butler cut throwgh one of the knottiest
problems of the war with the name * Contra-
Zaud."”

————————
POLITICS IN BELGIUM,

Strangers cixnot sojourn a week in Belgium
withert hearic o of the political ditferences,
for they somev-hat disturlh the hnrmonies of
social life ; ar d this has been especially the
case since 3880, when M. Frere-Orbun's
Liberal Calinet passed an education bill!
whkich deprived the Roman Catholic clergy |
of the contvol they had formerly exer-
cised over th State primary schools. A new |
measure for=he extension of the suftrage at]
previncial =1d municipal elections further
accentunted the social hostility betwoen Ca-’
tholies and:iberuls, and it deserves attention 4
as marking a departure from the cautious
policy hitkerto pursied by both parties as

regards  -Eectoral  reform.  Power  has
never  y<©  been  held in Belgium by
rmien of extreme views. M. Frere-Orban,

-2 Liberalef the doctrinaire or whig type, has
mo more “iondness for universal sutfrage than
the leader of the Catholic oppoesition, M.
Malou: btut this year the governnent founw
itself with o deticit of o million sterling in its
biudget, arud proposals for new taxes on spivits
and tobaer:o, moveld hy M. Graux, the Fivance
Minister could only be earvied hy a compro-
mise with a dozen members of the Lower
House vho were bent on Parliamentary re-
form.

compitetly built wed robust, It has heen re
marked by thoughtful men to whom My

in for the wmoment be was always egual to
and perfarmed Lis part in a grave, yuict
and thoughtful manuer, murked rather by
force held in reserve than employel.  His
bearing teward others is always that of the
nburn, natural gentleman, invarinbly courte-

< ais and gentle, und never failing te receive
lke consideration frem those he meets.  And
this was in no respect more marked when oo-
apying the humblest position that his birth
and early surroundings iinposed upon him
than now that he is one of the heaviest capi-
talists in the country.

Mr. Flood is o persistent and intulligent
student of inancial history, He carnot be
attracted by any Wall street shares, wnd is
an ineessant worker during business hours,
He is devotedly atticked to the home wirele,
and his surroundings are of the most
pleasant character. He spends the winter
months &t his plin  and unestenta-
tious residence on Eddy street, in San
Franciaco, but the summer nights are passed
at SBun Mutea, ‘where 3Mr. Flood has one of
the most attractive conntry seats on the
Tacific coast. Mr. Floed's family consists.of
a wife and danghter, 'Miss Jennie, whe sev-
eral years ago was engaged to Ulysses S.
Grant, Jr., and:a-son who is travelingaround
the world in company with a distinguished
Saa Francisco physiciaa.

Mr. Flood’s wealth is placed by careful
aithorities at o drifle aver $100,000,000, but
itie a fortune in sglid cash, and not subject
to the fluctuating circumstances of Gould
and Vanderbilt’s pile, of which 75 per cent. is
o0 paper.

. A writer notes the :factrihat Blaine’s name
i composed of six letters, and that he was
rominated on Friday (six letters), the sixth
day of the week, the sixth day of that month,
which is the sixth menth of the year.

A PRI

ANERICA'S GREXT MEN.

CUHARACTERISTIC SAVINGS (OF STATESMEN
AND WaRRIORBS.

Some one with a good memory for such
wight make a resdable article from the best
remembered and most charactenistic sayings
of Americans. Here ure a few which may
serve us specimens of what might be done,
with time and opportunity :—

Samuel Adams, known for meny things,
seldom has his pame associated with the
l}zhra:t; frst applied by him to England—

Nation of shop-keepers.”

. Franklin said many things that bave passed
nto mnzims, but nothing that is better
. known and remembered thun—** He has paid
dear, very dear, for his whistle.”

Washington made but few epigrammatic
"Peechea._ Here is one: ¢ Tobe prepared
for war i3 the most effectnal means of pre-
serving peace,”

_ Did 'you ever hear old John Didkenson ?
© Well, lie wrote of Americans, in 1768; ‘‘By
. Uniting we stand, by dividing we fall.”

Eaf" :t?;‘;k HﬁnGr_y, as every school-boy knows,
" Heath,” nad ive me liberty or give me
mt};t of it.”

homas Payne had many quotableepigram-
matic sentences : “Roseyli en rock%b, fell
like o atick,” <Times that try men’s souls,”

0“5 step from the publime to the ridicu-;
ous,"” ete, b
. Jeflerson’s writings are so besprinkled that

“(hﬂiculp to select. In despa.i‘r we jump
8 “ Few die and none resign,” certainly as
3P!3lllc£1:ble to office-holders now as in Jeffer-
sons time, e .
Josiah Quiney, Jr., snid : - # Wheresoever,

Flood has been knswn from youth that all he §
B now was foreshadowed in him from the | Chinher of Representatives that had these
first « that whateter situation he was pluced

‘if this be treason, make the|

A FATAL PLEDGE.
Partiew are so ncarly balanced in the
twelve rembers pone into napposition the
Ministry must have been deteaterd. As it
was, M. ciranx’s hudget was only passed by
v majorics of six, and the fultitment of the
pledge it en tothe reform group heeame. ueder
the cirewnstances, 0 matter of fmmediate
necessity. The bill for theestension of the suf.
frage puss ul the Chamber of Representatives
by w vota of G2 to 41, 1t adds 60,000 clec-
tors to thie former number.  The present
Ministers are notin favor with the Radicals,
whose pregramme inchudes a revision of the
.eonstituti- n, an extension of the sutlrage,
compulsor ¥ education and the sepavation of
Church sad State,  Thig schism in the,
Liberal 2:uks gave the Catholics a good
chance of wuining o few seats and getting into
pewer.

WRITS FOR LIBEL.
Wreits “or libel lave been served upon,
Mr. Parnell, Justin McCarthy, Jos. Kenny,
.and other owners of United [reland.

THE WQRLDS GREAT BELLS.

THE KING OF BELLS AT MOSCOW THE
.LARGEST OF THEM ALL.

Ruasia is in the lead in the line of bells,
some.of her manufacture being the most fa-
mous of the world, It is said that in Mos-
cow alone, before the great fire, there were
no fewer.than 1,706 large bells.  One, called
tha Giant, which was cast in the sixteenth
century gnd broken by falling from its sup-
port, axd recagt in 1654, was so large thut it
required twenty-fourmen to ring it. Its
weight was estimated at 285,000 pounds.
It waeg suspended from an  immense
beam .z the foot of a bell-tower, but
it again fell .during the fire of June
19, 1706, and was a second time broken to
fragmente, which were used with additional
materials in 1732°n casting the King of Bells,
still to be.seen in Moscow. Some falling tim-
bers in the fire of 1737 broke a piece from its
side, which has never been replaced. This
bell is estimated to weigh 443,732 pounds. it
is 19 feet 3 inches lgh and measures around
the margin 60 feet 9 inches. Its value in
meta) alone is estimated to amount to upward
of $300,000. St. Ivan’s, also in Mascow, is 40
feet 9 inches in circumference, 164 inches
thick and wweighs 227,830 pounds. The
bells of China .rank next to those of Russia,
insize. In Pekin there are seven belle, each
of which, acesrding % Father Le Compt,
weighs 120,000, The weight of the leading

reat bells of the world may be seen in the
ollowing :—

King of Bells (Moscow)...... P 443,732
St. Ivan's (MoS0OW)...\eovvaercenes 127,830
Pekin........... e e 120,000
Vienna......... e 40,200
Olmutz (Bohemia)........ PP 40,000
Rouen (France)............. P 40,000
St. Pauls....... e e 38,47.0‘
‘¢ Big Ben ”’ (Westminater...... evnee 30,3501
Montreal ......oovvuveinvremecares 28,560
St. Peter’s (Rome)........... PO 18,600

e

THE PROPAGANDA LAWS.
Panis, June 20.—The Figaro’s correspon-
dent at Rome says that President Arthur has
instructed the American minister there to act
in cencert with the iministers of England,
Austria and Spain, in an effort to obtain from

] Signor Mancini, Italian Minister of Foreign

Affairs, a mitigation of the decision of the
Court of Cassation in regard to the properties
of the Propaganda. According tothe ssmr
authority Signor Mancini has promised to
regulatp the question in a manner, satisfac-
tory to. the. Vatican -when the ‘subject of &
general - reorganization of ecclesiastical pro-

- Heury Lee gave' Washington hjs immortal

perty in' Italy shall come before the Ciamber
of Deputies® N )

CATHOLIC EVENTS IN EUROPE.!

The Holy Father on the Docuinents of Iistory
~—Protest of the Engllsh Eplscopnte—The
New Rector of the Americau College.

Roueg, June 10th.-~Two Hungarian eccle-
‘sinstics, Canon Fraknoi and the Abbé Farhany
were received in special audience on Sunduy,
25th May. They were charged with the task
of presenting to His Holiness the two first
volumes of a new history of Hungary, found-
ed on documents in the Archives of the Vati-
can, The learned of this nation have been
amongst the first to profit by the generous act
of His Holiness in opening more widely to
students the treasures of the Vatican Ar-
chives. In reply to the address delivered by
Canon Fraknoi in Latin on presenting these
volumes, His Holiness replied in a Latin dis-
course, during which he snid: *Far from
baving anything to fear for the Church or
the Sovereign t‘ontiﬂ's from the research of
truth, we afe convinced that this research
can only be profitable to them. The docu-
ments of history, also, carefully explored, are
of great utility to put in relief the benefits of

the Church and the Roman Pon
tificate, in so far as they cor-
rect and refute the most of the

opinions which negligence or hatred has
been able to accredit. When the darkness
of the Middle Ages were not yet dissipated,
and minds were delivered to fataldissensions,
your ancesters received from this Apostolic
Sce those gifts which you call to mind—
Liumanity and peace, civil and sacred discip-
line, morals, science, laws, confidence in ad-
versity, glory in prosperity. Again, accord-
ing to the diversity of times .and places, the
other nutions have been gratified by unalogous
benefits on the part of the Roman lontifls,
and thiese benefits, we are eonfident, will be
placed in a clear light by mcuns of a profound
study of the matters of history, a study which
is now pursued with arilor under our
authority and auspices.” Iis Holiuess, in
concluding, gave to those present, and to all
those of whom he had spoken, the Apostolic
Benediction.

TIHE PROTEST OF TUE
against the sentence of the Court of Cassa-
tion on the conversion of the property of the
Propaganda is pubdishedia: the Osse reatore Ro-
mano of the 30tk of May It is addressed to
Me. W, E. Gladstone, M. P, and sets forth the
reason why Her Majesiy's (lovernment is
asked to interfere in the-uestion in order to
protect the Propaganda from ulterior injury
or from the diminution of its etlicacy.
The protest dnsists on the univer-
sal and npow-liulian character of the
Propaganda and mentians the fact that the
Urban College annexed to this Institution
has students -of all -nationulitics, destined to
missiomary labers in-zll nations, and thut
always at least onc-half of the students are
of the Eunglisb tongnc and are destined for
the Eaglish colonies or for the United States.
The missionaries are destined to labor in
North America, mcleding Canada, in India,
Japan, China, Australia, New Zealund and
in Africa. I is alec noted thar anything
which impoverishes ‘Iropaganda or paralyses
its energies, 8 seriously felt by the Roman
Catholic sobjects-of Her Majesty, and that
all the admimistratten of the Holy Nee over
the Catholic Churchin the British Empire
and in the Uanited Stetes is conducted free of
expuense by the Propuaganda,

Very Rev. Williaw Kiernan, DL Rector
aned Professor of Durnatic Theology  of the
Neminary of 8t (Tarles Borronweo,  Over-
hrook, Pepesylvanriy, has been appointed
Rector of the Amcrr-an College at Rome, in
spzecssion 2o the lute Mgr. Hostlot, The
new Rector was bone in Philadelphia in 1849,
aml his dassical stwlies were pursued at St
Charles’ Semimoy.  His theologieal course
was made at the Propuganda, where, on
aceount of his prai clency, he was awarded
the title of 1D, el ordadned i the priest.
homt in 1872, Reterning to America he was
appointed Recter of 8to Charles” Seminary by
Archbishop Waod 2. 1879,
CANADAAND THE PROPAGANDA

CATHULIC PETITION FORWARDED T0
THE QUEEN,
Department gf ek Seevetary of Stete, |
Clanadde, Obtcwra, June 2, 1884 |

My Lorp Arcuri:ior :—With reference
te the petition to Her Majesty the Queen, of
the Roman Catholic. & rehbishop and Bishops
of the ecclesiastical province of Toronto,
dated the 14th April last, praying for the in-
terposition of Her Masesty on behalf of her
subjects with the Italian Government in the
matter of the confiscation of the property of
the Propaganda of Rax:e, I have the honor to
inform ‘your Grace that the petition in ques-
tion has been transmitied to the Right Hon-
orable the Seeretary of State for the Colonies
for the purpose of being laid at the foot of
the throne. 1 have the honor to be, my Lord
Arehbishop, your Gracz’s obedient servant,

W. PuweLr, Undar-Secretary of State.

His Grace the Archbiskap of Toronto.

ENCGLISH EPISCOPATE

THE

HERCULEAN NISS HURST.

THE GIRL OF SUPEI}.NA‘.’?URAL STRENGTH ON
EXHIBITION AT WASHINGTON.

WasHINGTON, June 18.—In response to an
invitation from the parents of the so-called
Georgia prodigy, Profeszors Hilgard and Tay-
lor, of the Smithsonian Xnstitute, attended
last evening a seance given at the
Metropolitan Hotel for the purpose of witness-
ing an exhibition of th2 powers of the
young woman. It has been claimed for
Miss Hurst that she is sble to coin at will
nervous strength sufficient to overcome the
muscular resistance of the strongest man,
The exhibition was in the presence of Senator
Ransom, Congressman KRecse of Georgia,
Congressman Willetts and wife, Judge Harris
of Virginia, Richard Townakend and a num-
ber of people prominent in Vashington poli-
tics nn({)aocin ly. The result of the perform-
ance was sufficiently mystifying to make Miss
Hurst very popular with people seeking after
the new and unexplainable,

In the clear light of o blazing chandelier,
in the presence .of about fifty avatchful peo-
ple, the Georgin girl showed herself the
possessor of most curious stremgth. With
an umbrella held by a stout young man from
among the spectator, she was able to shoot
the nmbrella thmtﬁh space by a simple
exercise of ber will Congressman Reese,
of Georgia, who is= very powerful man,
tried to hold a ehair in his arms svhile Miss
Hurst rested her hands fightly upon it. The
ehair was forced down in spite of the most
violent struggles of the muscular Congress-
man until it was about two inches from the
floor. * Now push the ehair down to the
floor,” eried Father Hurst. Mr. Reese
changed his resisting powers and bore his
whole weight upon the “chair without being
-able to make it touch the floor. .

This experiment was repeated with two
men, and then three tried to hold the chair
still under the touch of the young woman,
but in vain. It was tested in various ways,
but no- one was strong enough to resist the
go-called force. Professors Taylor and Hil-
gard refused to personally fake part in any
of the experimeats, which were made under
their inspection, and could : give no. explana-
tion of the peculiar power displayed. . There

i po claim upon the part of the Hurst family

others.

‘Mr. George Murphy and seconded by ex-Ald.

of the

of any supernatural explanation
months

young woman’s powers. For nine
she has been the possessor of the nervous
strength exhibited this evening. She can
raise chairs in which stout men are seated
Ly simply placing her palms on the back
of the chair. This was done this evening
with various well-known gentlemen who
were present. Miss Hurstis u strong, hculphy-
looking country girl. She claime to bein &
perfect gale of spirits when exhibiting her
strength. She laughs nervously at every
movement of the strong men in theiv mad
struggles to vesist the lightest pressure of her
hands. Congressman Blount, of Georgia,
who wus present, thought it woukl have
been a most excellent thing if Bill Morrison
could have secured Miss Hurst’s support
early in the scssion for his tariff bill.

IRISH CATHOLIC TEMPERANCE
CONVENTION.

IRISH CATHOLIC SOCIETIES IN CONVENTION
—-ELECTION OF OFFICERS.

On June 17 the annual mecting of the
Irish Catholic Temperance Convention was
held in the parlor nttached to St. Aun’s
Church. The various societies wete repre-
sented by delegutes as follows : St. Patrick’s
T. A. & B. Society : Messrs, Gieo. Murphy,
J. J. Costigan, W. Rawley and M. C. Law-
lor. St. Aun’s: Messrs, P. Kennedy, st
vice-president, J. D. Quinn, P, Flannery, P,
Riley and Wm, Davis. St. Bridgets : Messrs,
Dugnld Macdonald, st vice-presicdent 5 Titos.
Hefternan, John J. Moran, Patrick Rehoe
and  Michael O'Donnell.  St. Gabriel's:
Messrs. T, Butler, Josceph Pheien, P H.
Herbert and John O’Neill,

The meeting wus opened with prayer.

The chair was occupied by the Rev. Presi-
dent, Father M. Callughan.

The annual veport tor the past year was
read and gave the details of the workings of
the Convention sinee its formation.  The re-
port also made special reference to the tirst
annual religious celebration, which took plice
in 8t. Patrick’s Claveh on March 23ed, and
the sermon preached by the esteemed pastor
of 8t. Patrick's.

The appointment of oflicers for the current
year then took place and resulted as follows :
President, Rev. J. B. Whittaker, of St Ann's
Church ; lay president, Mr. Dngald Macdon-
ald ; secrctary, Mr, Jumes J. Costigan 5 trea
surer, Mr. John O’Neill.

The installation of the oflicers clect was
then proceeded with, The retiving president,
Rev. Father M. Callaghan, addressed the
meeting in sentiments  which all endorsed
and in language which all wdmired.  He said
Before alxlicating my position as President of
the Irish Catholic Temperince Convention it
may not be inopportune to make w few ob-
servations. In nowise did I court the high
and responsible office with which 1 have been
im'cstmll during the last twelve months, 1t
was placed in my hands by Divine Provi-
dence, and 1 shonld have done violence to

circumstanees  had 1 shrunk  from  ae-
cepting  it. T appreciated  my  dignity

though realizing my incompetency to uphold
it. I felt coustrained to brave all perils and
nerved to all manner of heroisu, 1 eould not
hut recall the attitude of Marshal MeMahon
after scaling the dizzy heights of the Malakoft
and repeated to myself the memorable words
which lie uttered on that oceasion, .y surs
et Jyorest T (O Here 1 am, and here T <tay, ™)
You are convinced-—and no convietion is more
justifinble —of the importance of the temper:
ance vitse, 1t wiclds oo small intivence and

ite ddugree  of  usefulness eannot e
exagrerated, It aflects both our Seme
peral and eternal  welfare, T awdimre

the philiwithrophy and Christian’s benevolenee
which originated the Trish Catholie Temper-
ance Cunvention, and I congratulate you on
the manner in which you have discharged
vour dutick as members of this convention.
Nothing eould e more creditable. You were
desivous of acomplishing all the gowl which
lay in your power. You have suceceded.
Vou did not achieve all the goad which might
be imagined. Tt was not aceessary,  Nay,
such a thing looks a practical impos=ibility.
You have displayed pradence, and prclence
is a virtne whive cannot be too carefutly
cultivated by individuals, societies and conven-
tious.  Whenever you met you were couspicu-
ous for your zeal and intelligence,  Nothing
reflected greater Tustre upon your assvciation
than the spirit of harmony which marked
your mutual intercourse.  Doultless it is an
honor to preside over your august hody. It
is furthermore a great happiness. The Irish
Catholic Temperance is now firmly established
on the buuks of the St. Lawrence and will
endure. Its very existence is a glory to our
nationality and creed. It is planted and
blossoming under the most auspicious in-

PEARL OF THE ANTILLES.

NATURAL BEAUTIES OF THE ISLAND OF CUBA.

1t Magnificent Tepography — The Varlous
Races which Inhublt It—Their Manners
and Customs—Politicnl and Comnercint
Condition—Jefferson on the Annexaticn
of the Island—Spanisbh Misgovernment,

Of all those islands which have remdered
the genius of Columbus and the crives of
Cortes and Pizarro fmmortal Cuba and Purto
Rico alone remain to the descendants of Fer-
dinand and Isabella. Cuba is not only the
largest but the most important of ail the
West India Islands. It commands the en-
trance of the Culf of Mexico, and is aptly
designated the sentinel of the Mississippi
It also commands the trade to Mexico, the
Centrul American Republic awd North Brazil,
as well as the present trattic of the isthmus,
1t locks the gatex of the ship canal that will
some day reverse the stream of trude cast-
ward from China, Jupan and  Eastern Asia,
from the Pacific seabowrd amd its mutrapolis
at San Francisco.  From her geographical
position alone Cuba ought to be an objeet of
congideration to the United Stutes. The for-
tunes of the island can touch no other power
8o nearly,

The epithets luvished upon Coba cre suf-
ficient to indicate the importance attached to
its possession, It is called > The Queen of the
Antilles,” * The Rex of the Gull,” anl the
fertility of the soil, the beanty of the elinate
amd itscomtunding position justify thecneeme
fums implied in these tevms, Caba s adaat
ninety-tive miles from the noavest point ot
Jdamaica, fesn eyt fifty miles cabone 120
miles fram the coast of Tabuseo wnd Yueatan
in Mexivo, aand 1530 mides from Florida,

The population of Cuba s estinated st the
present thne at nearly LA000000 Aecording
to recent stutistios the nuwber of the populs.
tion of the whole island ix as Tolliws o
Whites, 705000 : free negroes, 351000
negro slives, 220,000, and Chineseo S50,

The total nueihber of estates o the iskod
is not far from 1,000, which anay be divid-
wl as follows : Cuotlee  plantations,  1S62;
stgar plantations, 1,425 tobuceo plntations,
O12; crazing and fruits, QO30 The annual
products are vidued  ut SH09,000,000. Sue
of the principal ave estimated ax follows: Sa
gar, $40,500,000: fruits, SEL2000,000: collee,
S6,000,000; molasses, SELAMLODO: cigars, 34,
300,000; Teal tobaceo, 8600,0000.  The annual
imports of the islanl amount to SH0.000,000,
the exports about 33,000,000,

HAVANA,

The capital city of Cuba is built on ihe
northwestern  coust, that  situation leing
chosen because the chiannel between Cubin and
the nuindand of North Awmerica was found
the most convenient passage for merchant
vessels bound to Europe from Mexico,  Ha-
v, however, is not only the principad city.
but has lung been the preatest commercial
emporinm of the West Indin kol The
shape of the town, hke the harbor, is semi-
circular,  Like many other towns within the
tropies, it appenrs at adistance as i e
hosomted in @ woold of palm aind other trees of
great novelty wned beauty of forne Tt i been
tealy said that hoth the O ad New Waorkl
mect in Caba, Havana seeins Tike s piooe of

Spain that b deifted  into e Ahoctie,
Approaching  the ity from Fopajne o3
Amcericie e eve s riveted by the
variety and  brillicaey of  the panorann,
(e one side are fortitestions, resembling
these of Madta, hewn ont o thae ek 2oy
vock, aand adons e veomgats ey be seen

iines of soldiers in whtte formes, with the
ancient Spauisi hanner, red sad sold wianiay
in the passingenorents of ane Below there,
along the shore to the viohie of the entrane
Lo the Biarhor toward the anparts, spreedds
the town, particolorad, hle Dianisens, e
louses e blue, pink, scarlet, yellow, with
nisses of green padms glewning above them
ated shading the streets swnd squares with
theiv broad, Tatherly froots, the whole city
basking in the =un and resembling an -
mense number of showy articles of poreclain
el glass ona stall o fancy wares, In the
harbor float old-fashicned gondolus, not black
like those of Veuice, but brilliant and beanti-
fal.  Altogether  Havenan bhas o peealiar
chiracter and i romantie life unlike that of
any city cither in Europe or Amenci,

The riches and magniticence of  Havana
have frequently excited the cupidity of in-
vaders, and it has been, therefore, repeatedly
subject to attacks by hostile armaments, It
wag tiken by a French pirate in 1063 ; after-
ward by English and French buceancers, and
subsequently by the British, under the Duke
of Albemarle, in the reign of George 111 It

fluences. Your prospects are most encourag-
ing, and may Heaven bless ull the steps
which you may take.

The Rev. Father O'Donnell, representing
Father Whittaker, having taken the chair,
then addressed the meeting. He trusted that
the zeal and good will of all connected with
the convention would coutinue in its onward
tendency, and that the results this time next
yeur waould prove that they had all been faith-
ful in the performance of their respective du-
ties. On motion of ex-Alderman Kennedy,
geconded by Mr. John O'Neill, & vote of
thanks was passed to the retiring president,
Rev. Futher Cullaghan, in reply to which the
rev. gentleman said that from hig initiation he
had confidence in the success of the move-
ment. With the harmony at present shown,
there conld be no doubt that much good wonld
be accomplished,

Mr. Dugald Macdonald, lay president-
elect, made a few well-chosen remarks, and
among others referred to the faet that the

ledge had been administered to him by the
Rev. Father M. Callaghan, then present. He
said he found some ditliculty in aceepting the
position to whiclh he had been elected, owing
to the fact that he was o Scotchman, but that
might he counterbulanced wlen he stated
that his wife was an Irishwoman.

Mr. P. Flannery, the retiring lay presi-
dent, thanked the members of the Conven-
tion for their courtesy towards him during
the puet year. The importance of the Con-
vention could not be overrated, he hoped it
would go on and prosper. He expressed his
entire confidence in the newly elected officers,
whom he felt assured would lnbor earnestly
to advance the cause which they all had at
heart.

Mr. Jas. J. Costigan being called upon,
made a short address, in the coursa of which
he thanked those present for electing him to
the high and important office of secretary, an
honor which he wounld do his utmost to up-
hold.

Mr. John (’Niell followed in a neat speech.
Short addresses were also meade by Ex-Ald
P. Kennedy, T. Butler, W. Rawley, J. D.
Quinn, Thos. Heffernan, J. J. Moran and

A committee was appointed to draft a con-
stitution to be presented at the next quar-
terly meeting of the convention for approval.
A suggestion to have an annual gathering of
the members of the convention and their
friends was discussed and left over until next
meeting. After a vote of thanks, moved b

Kennedy, had been.passed-to the Rev. Father

was, however, restored to Spuin by Knglund
at the pecce of 1763,

But the value and importance of the city,
us also of the whole island, was rated so high,
as already hinted, not only on account of the
treasures it was found to contain, but still
more from great political and commercial con-
siderations, ag it was the key of the Spunish
possessions in South America and the harbor
in which all the gulloons and merchant ves-
gels were accustomed to assemble before they
departed on their voyage to Kurope.

The desire of the possession of Cuba by the
United States is said to have cxisted ever
gince the days of Jefferson, who, in his letters
to President Monroe in 1823, says: *“I can-
didly confess that I have everlooked on Cuba
as the most interesting addition which could
ever be made to our system of States. The
control which, with Flerida Point, this island
would give us over the Gulf of Mexico and
the countries and isthmus bording it would
fill up the measure of our political well be-
ing.” At the same time, it ig natural to sup-
pose, there is a desire on the part of Cubaus
themselves for annexation, ‘The late Senator
Charles Sumner strongly opposed annexing
her by purchase, but he recommended that
the United States Government should use
every means to frec her ** from her present
state and impending destiny.” If Cuba be-
came independent o prosperous commerce
might be maintained between her and the
mother country, resulting from ancient asso-
ciations, common langnage and tustes, whicly
would be far more productive than the best
contrived system of coloniul taxation.

CIIARACTERISTICS OF THE INHARBITANTS,

As in every country cursed with slavery,
the principal inhabitants of Cuba are ener-
vated by the indolence and love of ease.  An
effeminate luxury distinguisbes the residents
of the towns in their houses, pleasures and
occupations. All are addicted to games of
chance, such as cards and lotteries. W ith
the love of bulifights and cockfights they:
seem to be infatuated. The respect and de-
votion with which the fair sex are treated is
remarkable, and is a Spanish characteristic
which history, romance and poetry have
combined to celebrate. A woman is re.
Earded as a sacred object by a Cuban, as-
y & Spaniard, and a true hidalgo would
shrink from committing the slightest outrage
on her person. Spanish courtesy or gallantry
to a,lady, indeed, is often, as would be
thonght at least'in- America, carried to an
extreme. Hence, at a eafé, or at a place of
public amusement,.in ‘the presence of gentle-

-0'Donnell and a snitable re}l:ly-mu.de_thexato
by the rev.. gentleman, -th

(the meeting was

brought to » close.©
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be sirangers to each other.  One, or more, of

the gentlemen present delicately signities to

the waiter, by & private siin, in order that

he may receive no thanks, his intention to

sitisfy the demnand, so that the waiter, on a

request by his faie purchaser for his account,

politely replies that the repast, or entertain-
ment, or purchased article, of whatever
kind, ‘“costs nothing.” In personal appear-
inee thedons and hindadgos of Cuba are natur-
ally nssimilated to their ancestors of old Spein,
witile the charneter of the general populntion
is extremely varied, both as to the physical
features and costunie —:ivcustances which
add greatly to the picturesque effect of the
whole scene, Spanish, French. American,
Itadiam,  Dutel. Afriean, Creole, Indiun,
Chinese, presenting every shade of color aml
viriety of countenance that can be imagined.
The ditferent styles of physiognomy amony
the natives of old Npain are also very evident
in the papulation of large towns,  Onehas re-
ined festares, and  oval countenance ; this

distinguishey those of Castilian descent.  An-
other has o round countenance, flat, browd
features ; this marks the Catalonian, The

Castilian is generally found among govern-
meut officials @ the Catadonian among mer-
chants and trades-people.

The fraitfulness of the soil of Cuba is at-
tested in the richness of its vegetable produe-
tions. Cnbu is considered even more fertile
thun any of the other islunds, with the only
exeeption, probably, of Tvinilul.  The sacred
writers often borrow images of abundance,
heanty and majesty from the rich productions
aml magniticent scenery of the lofty chain
which furmed the nortiern boundary of the
Holy Lamd.  1n the hnguage of Orviental -
taphor * Lelanon bathes his foot in oil, he s
cothed with silk, bis arms are Lulen with
fruit. ona his head of snow is wreathed with

A diadem of forests.”  To o Cubae these
dGescriptions . will  aluost  cqually  apply.
It was te this dovely island  Cohuonbus
referred in Lis tivst connuunication to  his

rovad pateons, Fevdinand wd Isabella, ¢ The
avelitess of tie new lawd,” says he, s like
thit of Cianpinag de Cordoba, The trees are
all voveral with ever verdant folinge and per-
petually Lalen with frait amd flowers.  The
plants on the gronnd are talland full of blos-
soms,  The breezes wre like those of April in
Castile. 1t seems o me as if 1 coulld never
quit o spot so delightiul -ay i a thousind
tongues wouhl fail to describe jto-as if the
vpell bound hand - would refuse to write,”
Awong the druits of Caba, the  pincapple
niLy vanked  (iest, Orvanges,  shaddocks
and  the  forbidden  fruit grow  wild,
Groves of  lemons and sweet limes  are
seattered  over the isiamd. Among  the
esculent roots  the sweet ancd bitter yuca are
the most remarkable. X Kind of meal called
vapari is obtidned from this root. A singular
property of this bitter yuen is that, in i raw
state, it is highly poisonous, but when boiled
may he caten with safety,  Indinn corn iy
findizenous in Cuba, and rice i grown in large
quantities.  The value of the plantain is very
great. The hest agerienltursts state that 600
plants will sutlice tor the support of ten in-
dividual= during @ year, and that thirty-twe
acres of plantains wiil maintain 160 persons
during the same length of time, The plant
higuilete, from which indigo is prepared,
crows wild in Cuba, Callee, sugar and to-
Lieco tormn the staple avticles of  trade,
thongh theve can b little doubt that mnnu-
aned cotton would be

he

Fictivers of dmlipg
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GOV ERNVENT,

The voveripent of Culiv s engeafted on
that of ol Spain. Being thus an integrad
part of the npamareehy i is governed like the
provivees of thet parent Stite, aud divided
into intosdepeias Western,  Central
ant Pastern, The  gavernment of Cuba,
thotich ~tmilar to thiat of the payent State, s
mtch mere oppressives Hisa kind of mili-
tury e potian, or ather an aligarchy, in
which 1 love of doinion i< eurvied to o
spurcies Fomaticisne amd degraded  into
uwdanmess.  As pothing iy ton large for ity
ambition, so nothing is too siall for its cu-
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pidity, D wppetite s dnsatiable, and its
digestion mmuiverous,  There are no limits
ta dts papeeity. The  legislative,  the
Judicial  awd the excentive power we

almost entively tn the hands of  the gov-
venor. fndeed., the power with which he is
invested in admoest equal in estent to that
aranted to governors of  besieged  towns,
foven the higher chases nay be saud to have
uo civil rights - neither those of  personal
liberty, personad security, nor personnl pra-
perty - immunities declared by an eminent
Jurist ag inulienable.  The taxation is said to
exceed in variety and estent that any tuxa-
tion imposed by any government in any
country of its size upon carth, viz., upwards
of thirty millions of dollars, collected by the
order aml for the use of the Spanish govern-
ment  alone, independently  of  those
approprinted to the wants of the country it-
gelf or for social purposes. The Creole
populaticn  are  excluded  from  almost
all inflentialand lucrative offices and positiony.
The judges and most of the oflicials are from
Spain, and, being withont sularies, like so
many vultures they prey upon the unpro-
tected within their jurisdiction, There are
no means dishonest, tyrannical orcruel which
the Spanish authorities have left untried in
their appurent endenvors to ruin the colony.,
Bribery und corruption seem to be recognized
as necessary methods of their government,
Some of the officinls plead the excuse of
necessity and that insutlicient remuncration for
their services obliges them to have every
possible means of adding to their incomes.
Others, whose position and the amount of
whose salarics ought to plwce them far
above Buch dishonest practices, satisfy
their consciences by alleging the custom of
the island. Kwvery man has his price, from
the Captain-General downward, to the lowest
grade of oflivinls. Ag in all the formercoloniea
of old Spain, the laws ure not so objectionable
ay the manner in which they arc executed or
evaded, The press of the country is under
such censorship that the very incidents of
everyday life are often excluded at the wili
and caprice of oncindividual, whois appointed
to scrutinize the most trifling article before it
can be presented to the public,. At the pre-
seut time, notwithstanding the prepara-
tions recently made for the repression of the
“sporadic revolt on the islunB,” which can
only beregurded a8 a paroxysmofthe Govern-
ment, thepithy phruscof Sully iscqually applie-
able asinthe timo of itsfirstulterance ;¢ ]S)pu.in
iz one of those states which have strong arma,
but & wenk and debilitated heart.” Amidst
the splendor of its court and the pomposit
of its language her government feels itse
really weak, and secks to conceal its weakness
léy immobility. Under any circumstances
uba will be free. The spirit of libertyis
abroad among her people. The fire is still
smouldering within ﬁer citadel, A few who
have dared to ““do or die” have fallen; and
};hﬁir blood still marks the spot where they
ell. P
But freedom'’s battle once begun, g':‘ ’ﬂ
Bequenthed from bleeding sire to son,.
Though baflled oft is always won.

MR. O'BRIEN, M.P., FINED FOR CON-
- : TEMPT OF COURT. . :

.. Dusuy, June. 18.—The Court of Quoen’s
Bench has fined Wm, - O'Brien, editor of-
United Ireland, £600 for contempt in connec.

men, Iadies are seldom allowed to"- pay their | tion with a libel suit brought agninst him by
share of the charge, although the party. may-l Bolton. - ..+ ° "' & . .
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