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THE BEAUTIFUL OLAUDINE.

TitANSLATED FROMN TIIE 1?îigsCII.

Along the dusty ilîiway, stiji brilliant witis tire
setting sun, the evening liail man passed in a jolting

vrible of wlîeeis fron [lis ancient carriole and at lin
ing of Itoofs freont ls meag-re mare. Tlien. it M'as
that Claudine, tise ttbûoutifui CILaucine," as tire %,il-
lagers called lier, slîoued hiei-seif on tise sili' of lier'
littie white cottage, lier hand above lier cyes, lier
eibow elevated, perrnittiig you to sec ie the sluziclow
of the armpit a drop of moisture, red as blood, fî'oîn
the fading of an undergaritient. Site steedl tiiere,
silent and maoti.inless, lilce a pietn'e, in ligiîtei' tirets
against the darker backgrounîd of the cisamber, but
witlî a joyous expectancy dawning in lier eyes, a
uwelling môvement of lier ample breast, a quick puis.
ing of the blood under tite golden brown skcie, tise
full red lips parted above the wlsiteness of tise dazzling
teeth.

Far away over the peaks thse sun avas sinking to
reste its last rays cliibiîîg slowly fr'ont lon to îîoî'n
of the woeded huis, ligiîting up tire sombre verdure
of the o-iks witlî poits of brilliasîcy, quis'eiig like
flame against the bitue lioi'izen and envcloping, as witiî
a parting caress, tise routeded suisinsit of at naked Isili,
whose long slcpes ended at thne turssieg of tise road
that strletched jute tise siiadoxv, at strip of dil gr'ay-
ness, soit as a ribbon.

From among tisis chsaire of hisl, exteediusg as fars'S
tise eye could reacis in thse gatueisg es'eirn ligit,
rose tire deep and scnes'ous eî'y of Lie carters, îriî
on their beasts, engag"eu je lsauIing tise stone fronti
înammotb quarries thsici riitwed out tise licait of
these sanie peaks, still tueicd at tise crcst by tise dy.
ing sure. llroatt immense gaileries, these quasries of
-,stretcliing for miles t.hrosigii tue isoweis of tire
earts, siepporteul by pillars, left je tise stratuni of stoe
and looking like a burieul city sticileniy clisisîterreul.
It was Isere in tisis labyrints titat Claudine's tiiougis
were roving, je search of lier clan.

In ber mind site sav hii plainly, this toilig
quarryrnan, young and liasdsome as lies'self, pereheul
aloft on a frail scati'olding anul working at ts ur''
roof je tihe tremulons figlit of lanternis) lilce twiîîklin.g
stars, tie inontonous cliîsl, cink of tise hini ns
repeated by the drip, drip of tise subterraseaii watesrs.
But now, since tAie cveniisg postmui lias gosie by,

Ciuuline knesv that tise day 6 wci'lz %%uas cnded, liser
man descencling with othûrss ansd ai.ranging ]lis tools
.- quickly, too, tiîinking of lier andi imspatienît for lîir
kisses. Even nesv lie wuas on lis way Liîrou.-iî tisose
gloosny corridors svhere tise carts and wvagons liad
hollowed great ruts je the nîusi.

Ie fstct, somte of tire mseni, je gaudy belts acud witls
coats thrown oever their siiouldeî's, isau beguis te ap.
pear, climabiiîg briskly tise stectp whsîte road, ieir
voices moenting higiier aise.I iigiser, like Lire sras'es of
sunlight, and rougit andi rudc as tihe countr'y. Tise
file steadily iecreased andl gî'ew longer; andu cise hy
one Claudine s'ecognized tise paiiid faces, thie feattires
doubly distinct tiîrougi tise wiiitening of tire powsder-
ed stone-ser tuan ai isal ot corne yct. Mi at onîce,
even whîilst sire russîrnagel uvitis lier' g.L7.0 tise fast
crowdirig patisways and tise gi'oulis on tire isili itseif,
at colume of uiirt anid tichris leaped isighis tise aii',
followeci icstantly t'itroigi tise Valley bY a1 crashs lîke'
tisueder. Tiequ.tirs'y liaul blawn i p. Aid Clinuline
i&y sensess one tise gsround.

Undes' tise gutted c.wts, covred wujti criibleul
houses, crackcd and crisheu as by a inonstrous bai.
mer, deep in tise biuack aid inacceessible deptiis of tire
burieci gaileries, lifty or more of tise qîsarrymen ves'e
buried aise, despairissg, lsopeIess of rescueo, dyissg pet'-
lsaps, if not alirerady dead, At the poinit Nvlisei' tise
engineers worked wits lseart rend soiu( tei pierce ais cii-
tosabec gail Claudine keit beside tijein, nager',
heusrt-sicic, refsssing te stis' a stop astu stili awaitieg
her ns.
Fioreightdays site remaisiesi tses'e uisalle te believe isi

the disaster, unabie, te bc consoleul, lisci' hurnisig eyci
stabbornly riveted ispon tise opesiing, littie by litHo
growing larger. But these eil'orts provokeul sues
crusnblings-tlte waters Iiooded tise pztss iges, tise woî'i
had to ha stopped Tiscî andu net tilI tMien did suie
climub tise sill te tise place svlice tise men wvio liau
escaped the disastcestrained.1 at tise pusnîs. Knec'lisig

by tisem now she regarded tise siesîsti'ous piston ris.
iîig anid failissg witiî a meciiaiicali, coiitinuous niove*
tirenit, wvlose duli slsocks at s'eguiar intes'vais lullcd
rend sootseu lier uvitis tire sweetncs-s of hope.

]lut sooen the purnps, tLoo, gave out, ciioked, dorebt-
less, witi tise rubbisls tisat s'efused to flowv. Tise i'e-
scuers, wvhite, liaggas'd, lisepless, soî'rowfuily disbaî<i
eti anîd tur'sed away. Cliaudine remssined alosie by
tise ravaged eas'tiîe, tise abortive, absindoned worc
crusised, inert, feeling stir iii lier anguisseu seul but
a single desire--to be iierss'if at s'est.

"-Ciaudine !" nurmus'ed. a voice at lies' cas'.
Site raised lier eïcms. It %%-as a quari'ysae by tise

risîrne of Pierre, wion. site liacl sîticeul toil ing uriti tise
otsers. Slie saw ]lis blistereul lsasds, tise Soil oul bis
ciotiies, antI suddeniy wvitiout at word, before tise
pitying sorrewv of isis gazi, blerit intoe a ston'n of
tears.

As for Pierre, lise, tee, fouiid nio word te ssey, îu t
stig beside lises' aliosved lies' te cs'y onu, sti'e:ing lier

liand tenderly at every sol), ast answeiig) grief dini-
îning lus osvn eyes. Gs'adtsally ats slle grew calmier
Claudline kniew tîsat Pierrse was taiking te lsi'r of
tiiings ivhosc seese still escaped lier, but wiiose soft,
sootiig meonotone quieted lier' te tise docility of a
cilid. She lis;tlessly perssîitted isim te ciraw lies' sitii
hue, scarcely conscieus of whiat lie did. ss'iilst lie wsiti

tire gentle, solîcitous case tisat one shsows toe a sick
iiiii ansd feiicy ceexxeu andullieu usa'ud ci îe r ewuasd,
ais fu'eni tintie te, time sien steppel uvitis long Siguls ;enis
ir'lt'wed tcar:..

Tise long days passect ; tise iseprisoiezl ensr ws'u'
lest, unfidahie, dcatd, tissy declai'ed, ciîshisd lus' fsuii'
ing r'ocks or tiirosrn ont iîy tise enormnoss foe <'e c f tise
air from tise cs'uiilesl cas'erits.

Te lcas' tisis wsas a relief te Claudies st'ajinesi jisrves;
asnd sesîses ; iscy svesc not toi'Lused ait le est, aninu u
tise lonig ucoccupietl heur's wvien tisey tai ccl anid
speetilateul tises silo litenecl s-),iiy andc in .silensce, but
finding a certain pleasus'e iii Luis ens'elopmnut of
sseigiiborly pîty.

Site seemed te liei'se1f te bc awak-esiig fi ta long
sleep, te ho s'eturning fr'ont a dlistu.ist .iouu'mîoy ; at the
samec timne, timougi uscoîsscîeus o? it at lirst, tise ex
igencies of tise pî'eset anti o? tise, coiniuig lite liegîs
te ps'eseust Choicseiess3 te liser isîluss. Sloe Ira([ lies' lie
te take up agaius and, pui pe iisa pr'ogressive

g' in efasovf r-to t eke it upi stitis sanl. andu
solicitude added.

Site begasi te ledl mosre itiLtcst imi lime Liigs about
liers: in tire succcss, above ali, of tire sicriptisms te
b.- îaise'u te alleviate. flic mils:etes', aisul lu' feit at greatî
pe:iee, alunost at joy, thse d' sIîiPierre i'etui'sid
fs'u)n tlie ad * acusis City Lus tellI lies' tient Lime wuidos

su'u'ue truly tei ho cau'sd fe'-Llat, site ens dowis for
sti lid seut.l fiasnss.

TMsen scitiiouit occuspationi and in tise patienit stait.
in- for tIse relief te coine sire ces'ety day ictsirtiesl Le
tise sîuses'y. Fi-ce cstly Pieuse aeeoipess ed lu 's, al.
svays Nvits Iliii gelite ceus'tcsy, atndî tîsc tiey taiku'd
togetier iii lewei'ed tories as if resjuectimsgas tourie. lis
tusse Visits sas te e censtcry, titrougs tisess'iseel
of clise tisick woo.is te tire eter-1ssel stirlis''i of tire saisis

tiiouigisti, tie tesiis of Cîssuzsie Iîy degs'ccs ccased ho
iicsv. Tiiey airiveul seau set talkissg freelJy, tisei aL
s'cseu'ien,, svalkisig slowit', pits's',Pcs'isps, tise

awvskessîssg ef ssewV prssibliitie:s. Tfie %%'cigiit scellied te
lift fi'ovss tilt, bseis f tue(- ye)usig wosistss, tise hiOsiZu .n
se lotig clessed aibout lieri Le xidi i andlOles asid'iii
tire ti'emnblicg dswsî cf Lise î'isiîsg future tli('.'e svas at
Ilcîr, asi ci alec ci ai i guew in g resd idicepessissg is
timese miitua sjieiucs's. Sos-s'es isaul tisu its eut andt
ais tise jps'ing sap niotisit3 is tise libres of thse tîc
Lrsscks, a ssew lov-e-el whiicli 555 yet Llsey did siot
spealc eut o? feri te (lIii tesssb befese wihiettty
svauideied andu su'iicls ]sad bieuglut tîseuis Loeleli-
greur witi thse p:vsiing uOiet

"ClatI disse,' said piu'i'îe ts s5 li vh sisossîu %ve
net misas'sy escli etîses "

«'It iu mil turc niqntlis tsuam-xsstiluy
ssiddemsec.

111Iilsiev tii et, Isei T ss'ould llat lisir'y ysil. I spolze
te b lu iniîli. Whla ,;-y Yote. Ciaisilse? Ycs os' sI(?"

sigised sue'liter. o.''
TtL %vass tiseri :sIn UT iC'cLs insisg ie seitsu
awi 0:1 s iiit tLirire Lieuigiits rstii moel andu imole

yi'sis~to tlie deml heta fli euuly iuis'illiosY, se I,îs'
gratitudse. lm-y issg.îi te Iay planus jus tI&:s'e d.si!v
st.-oiiii3 sg i tii tuen ilassie Css'rf fiaik l evers ahI cru'
long oui liai. cru i nbies ij, seinust ssir esstaumgleiîeut (u

illes Seuil bIes3so:1is, S111iius teeic tise pliace of tire Iliw
îsig Leriîsture p 5.sic~ of tisen simuiles.

Tt as close Io m'îeîsiii ; Ci-eisiuumle and iei'ie a.
usn:el raiu ed illims, the stee (if tus u ilwi 5iy. 'rim'i'e
jus tise grasy hlîif i iglst ans iin tise Sioweur imi l iîr s
of pcnta'ist iitî-,tiîy s'cgaeul< tisl-u LIOiu-"
iseloîr tirents Lise sui ucs'y sliiss''usg of tise iusoo<, fi.-
ticu' oms tlue 'sii igs o? the vlti I eimo.ad itii t m<ie l'sI-s1y
hlilis wiiî'i spuest(I tlisei seCs omît ass( 'inlt tî t' u
Hjien si, iset cii'ele. All at once a sinumsgîi soutce(]s su'-

rested timeis' foct-steps. It su'as ils tise soil"uu:ii
tiisi, tise .Scrai'.tsm os' uicvilg of sorie ls.-tiîuloit.
less, et tire' ciel cf si-% lil. Tis.y bouit ( ie,

evas ity sulije li uy gtoosi ; tim"i tise susuussd s'
iuiser us, mtore dilstincut, like tire uh'spaei-iig 'usi u

soncetiiii.g, in e arro'ies place, ture rattirg î'oiiuy cf
rcliug diclris. A sli'snge, suuluicis t..ir miii t.lis'su

uotiouii, tiei at tise Silluue 11ismiîuit'îsl ý aili
t iîougit caiue te hotu ; Lire îluas'iy usmei Il sueoseu i t1isl'

l ivinîg tOîm s ses I u i lsl '... île ver1sus iii iiiii"
titrougish tirme ineunstu ii.

Ands fs-oic titi deputis 11i47s% Cý1IIIn ;L fs'u'iue ciii. feint,
sînetiîercd, Scsu'csly imiore tiriani t l astg sdgh .

'ITt is -it i% lue ',hetsi lissî i er iuu kîst'es
kîsockii togeCtier.

P>ierrie lesspedl te lij f.C, lis-d ;t1se.-o. liil' ' Theiu
deaul, alresedy se fses' awuay, ssiressu)ly eOSt ili' Cs_11f of
irresîsed isbie tiin,,s 'i mhis î'eLti us varss fou ur s i, J're
ai sissttered love, at bioe futsi , tlest Sl)issii,

bs'autîfui future oemi sî-iî'i Lime 600s fi'ssic.i of lis
Claudic spîcad e a diaîice 111cm thie ypissu -sf a fou"
tuile !

Wlmat right hll lie to e 'tiuent, Lis demui sisie, u-I ioe
face ne longer ajspea.si to bllesu irsuss ast'ia ici lu frimi uml
lineess ansi gratefuil misseiiso us, bat su nsiuseciiig
spectrec erctinsg jtsel f fs-es a crmi uud mri ics

Mcansu'iile e sien' esll Caine friosî tLie ds'ptIls, iii
wvicis cis plaissiy rend tire torture' of t uaL iuuîprisîm-

cd sur'teh, tuappeul tindeS' tiue casrds foi' twso lonig
ninîts, suspporting lif on reets andl svtes', gs'oveing
in blackest isigit, but stumulatesl, sîsgs'd te tise blettie
for existence by tise peufîiusei of tise- 'sssnvy 'veds th:et
doubtless scaceied, lîjîsi tlssougis tise <srevimes cf tise

Pier'e utteî'cd a sespolisive ý-ry ansd tiuuwiuituisel-f
backward, tise ps'ey of a poýigissult st'ugglm'. Btut theu
eall camce si«;il.--Istiiic-'tsiiele, sit'r uu-luIs;lue
cusulul beai' it sic lonsgeI' ; e Werve e' 1ity Ilsuuslsd Iis
sou].

'V it ' ip euiA'u ; 'ussuit luit a lit Io le: T v lii s-eusé;
I wuill I îetts un at Ons ce îtii se co-si tw lus'ie'ssjstl
Piolsii ' uajt, v'aiL

Anti Pierre, wuitiut i sitei-le %vo-s os' st gîssc et
Ciatdînc-did lis' fes'r Lu1it lus puîrue - wus d uu i ss

his l?-took time Isill si se smil r'uuu.
Luift selose -suit lubienus- Clsils'seys's Ciiig sas if

gus'd te s is Ieavy b)oisldi's tisent o'r)ugths' s'sg- of
ture crcva.s;me ; yes Lien s'ey e.ige, îsoism's i!4 11m et lui-m
rcady te sjsring. Site treinledlesuiimi : setsssii

ai mso,L wuosultl uietse tisset stousu', s'u sisu s IvL it a
ing, te tise bottein cf tiraut llsise tsssu, e usîe ilisi
wasuilssg inoan ; tise cm'y of sa isss forss"e'

(,osi ils seas'e ![s'r insust
Suuiftiy as Picirre- iuse' k' is lie, Cieussilsu'',s.

l'pd;but lieus Sure ute.'sî'l uuw Ilusi' s. - s
uîsses' lies' as if slip sueuu55C'iuiIt nuou;st s u

sîsuait s-eadi tlîst iîsulsl'i sum 11s1.1 ri'e's i *-iil-
î'eu, tsun'd, eîsgsl fesi it Lsdf jus Lse isole. 'l'u ii rS

tisut, si ts'is!s Ci, Llscî Il''i' ueiul.a-; sssime
qussu'ied esteise.

Silenuce andt solitudel lioti, fuis Pierre fissu ssu>t lise
tiunte Le i'etu-i fi-Olt] luis cu's'sîs' Ofntmuso n d Csil i' ilin
- t.ii cisispeul li:tn's sesi-1 esegs's'ly li -tcsi ssg eseus -
Ciseîsîiss ss'sî ne .u ini tîsîitlu -slo

The Beauty of thse rCatron.
The sicptioniiiil s els b y es'rtsel îîOe!ûe u s. uu5ai

ssuatui'ty I., sîlss' î elus of Lime sItIOýt iTII-uuStsirr ýu.s.
lie plýr'e'S (f mIosIseI si' of t le tissep. il' '-- is SiL1.51 s'

issîilci' Ali o nI Iv? riS 111u555"1St55u'5ujliiu0 r 1

andui o tise lu'ilŽ55C'u o~ii!iu'. f leur '''sis-

puicî cxliub)its fuses' lisstliu 555 islcis 25-c'.isiu'

If ilsey e-tus esuly Al t1uu'iu lises is 'l uis ansi

;r1'o getoîs) Ils ;Ippi.lsu'e, 0555 i uu' 5 5 t.ugl
i:e a c.eýiiiiitv. I(li. tis 55u v5- ~ i'u 5> iniu-'-

se gus'î cssiii: la i trs' tiis it a-; isii uuevusi
wvio cxlsjbit thisiv bes liseu'e sil' mis ol i -Ssl:riId suf

suii t-anss Lisat is yen s. Puos'e''e ssr lus' (I.,
umot knosv tlsstLs ps-etty ýsii'i osuglut te th-ssi' u

mi sil site is a% iatriî. 'i sy esîi sot ces eivsi'îs'isîu tise
fact tîmat li\eul Ihe-sIîty ltu. iscueuss' ' 'i'5 1 siL 'di,

asusl eveus dieu eiy sui duicusîcu 's s ili Ili
svouk. Thie luas' of? beauit, iii I;?,' Î7, t le Le %% suf uiu 'scils.
susesît andsu attsiimu'st, sui' tii' ls.'.il o'sf ia us (S

sîssd the ise;îity 0: ae îssic sill-1. furone-t l o: sus' ss eus''

ess's:ugli, tise ohslc'm tise starl tisen imole lm'u it i ic.

'5 ilC eio tlsik ni olmu llcI ut, hoes thusy sisil

Ittu v, trie v',s-ulu'. ilii. N'ui voluusisma 5 sisfs
sîsssiS'os ''>liluiios Ila.s g.ui tir biîli' t, iltu, s' I!ý

svl! î.ste pubhi l uo";t tii i suc. A\I susi i a~e iifi

tflst tilt, s1101) wouîs 1-1 li-si. at e.I'w luofs sms
yusiî!li Lhlî.î at tise peîrfectioni eof -s us' Il i.; luis

rpcullasi insstincet l t. uu.'ss'lîtlu-'C'us s tsss

l)îessiusu'ivC-sOwi eses'ltusii'u-, ' .s l)Is sis- 'lc'

cucify tiri seh'lOsiies.
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