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MISSION FIELD.
CEYLON.

A writer in the Ceylon Diocesan
Gazette, in a description of &
“ faghionable native wedding,” in
which the ceremonies and festivities

extended, as among the Hobrews of | &

old, to tho eight day, observed that
the fenst exhibited caste distinctions
in & more favorable light than they
appear in elsewhere. “Iere were
persons of very differont walks of
life, rich and poor, the educated and
the uneducated, sitting at the same
tabloas brothers at amarriage feast:
the uneducated and the yoeor bene-
fitting b¥ the refined manners and
convorsation of tho educated and
the rich; the rich and cducated
glenning experienco of the poor.
Pcople of the samo caste look on
onch other with brothorly foeling.
Ts not caste, then, o means of draw-
ing peoplo together ? By this I do
not mean to soy that tho observance
of custe distinetion is a good thing,
fur from it; but, undoubtedly, it is
mueh bettor than tho empty boast-
ing of those who suy that there
onght 1o be no such thing as caste,
and yet ave scrupulous in obsorving
worse distinetions than thoso of
censlo, such as the distinctions of
worldly runk and positions.

NATAL.

Tho offorts to sccure among the
Indians (Hindu Coolies) who find
thoir way to Natal, suitable Chris-
tinn Indians as teachors and cate-
chists, have beon fairly successful.
Itis o matter of somo difficulty to
oblain the services of an carnest
Christian, able to teach a school in
English, besides speaking Hindi
and Tamil. Twelve such men are,
however, now omployed, and work
is progressing in Mgritzburg and
Durban, and all tho const par-
igshes. Tho numbor of Indian chil-
dron in Church schools is 340, or
about Lwo-thirds of tho entire num-
bor now under instruction in the
colony. In Durban and the neigh-
bourhood there were fiftoon bap-
tisms last year, and there.are about
twolve adults in proparation for
Confirmation. There aro soventy
baptized Indinns in this district,
and o new building is much needed,
both for the school and for worship.
Classos are now taught in the nar-
row verandah und undor the trees,
Three of the older Mahommedan
children are, with thoir parents,
being prepared for baptism, and the
school often affords to the Mission-
ary an entrance to heathen homes.
Thoe Munshi Azing Bari, an Indian
Fvangolist of much nbility and

renching power, has lately come
vom Cualentta, and it was hoped
that the Mission would be able to
rotain his services.

CAROLINE ISLANDS,

Tho New York Church Presssnys:
—Whatever has been done for the
Caroline Islands hitherto has heen
done by the agents of the American
Board of Foreign Missions. In 1852
Missions wore cstablished on Pon-
ape, and sinco then Kusaie Ruk and
the Mortlock group bhave been oc-
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cupied, From these points the
Missionaries extended their labors
to most of the adjoining Islands, as
woll a8 to the Marshal ard Gilbert
groups, At present twelve Ameri-
can Missionaries, men and women,
aided by a barkentine with auxil-
iary stonm power, are engaged in
the work, gy that means the con-
verts, a3 soon as thoy are well
enough trained to teach others, are
distributed among the Islands,
whore they sometimes have charge
of nalive congregations, In some
places the whole population attends
the Missionary schools. The con-
dition of society in several of the
Islands has entirely changed since
the Missionaries began to labor in
them, The people are respectably
clad, and willingly accept the teach-
ing offered to them. The Mission-
wry vessol on her last voyage was
oxpected to land toachers on Yap.
The populsation of the Curolines is
doubtful, Ponape may have 6,000
inbabitants ; Ruk about 12,000 ;
while Yap has from 8,000 to
12,000, :

MAURITUS,

—

The total population of the island
of Mauritius is reckoned at 380,000,
of which only 120,000 are other
than  Indian,” Of the 120,000,
only 10,000 are of the Church of
England; but there are many
Church of England Missions among
tho “Indinns,” and large congre-
gations of them have been formed,

" The Bishop iz endeavouring to form

Training Institutions for Creole
catechists and Mission agents, who
greatly need a better and more dis-
tinctive training for their work.
The poorer congregations arerising
in intelligence and kndwledge, and
efforts are being made to organize
an indigenous Church. hree
young Indian Creoles have been
sent to India, and are now in Holy
Orders. At present some seven or

eight promising young men are re-
ceiving such training as their cir-
cumstances will allow, at the hands
of the Missionaries : but it is most
desirable that they should be placed
in some training institutlon. It is
roposed to erect the building on
ose Hill, near the Bishop's resi-
dence, that the students may be
under the Bishop’s supervision, with
facilities for practieal work. In-
struction and lectures will be pro-
vided by the Clergy, and a duly
qualified Creole clergyman is to be
in charge of the institution. Thus
itis hoped, without the expense of
a salaried staff of teachers, to carry
on the systematic training of the
students for Catechists ‘and Deacons,
work. The Bishop is anxious that
the Church of England should not
be behind the French Roman Ca-
tholic community in their exertions
for the benefit of the Crecle popu-
lation. A grant of £127 has been
conditionally voted for the work by
the Christian Knowledge Society.
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