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'I have been vastly pleased with the
way in which the Strathcona Horse had
distinguished theinselves in-the field. The
troop had proved a very fine body of men,
and he had been proud of tiemu ever since
they had left for South Africa. There is
another thing, of which I am very proud,
Ind that is the fine stand the Canadian
horses took in the hardships of the con-
tost. I have it on excellent authority, and
from ma.ny sources, that the horses which
were shipped fron the Canadian North-
west to South Africa have proved them-
selves to be the finest class of horses used
there by the British army. This will do
Canada and Canadian trade an immense
aimount of good in the future. I have no
doubt that the ad'vertisement Canada has
received in connection with the sending
of the contingents to South Africa will

prove of the most substantial and mate-
rial benefit. Why, the knowledge English-
men have gained about Canada bas been
something enormous, and must tend to
largely increase lier trade in the future.
It1 is, dissemination of knowledge that
uist prove of enormous value in inducinug
capital to come to this country for invest-
Ment.

PONlES.

(London 'Spectator.')

Sir Walter Gilbey, one of the best judges
of domestic animals in England, bas pu-
blished two elegant little books on ponies
for use in war-'Snall horses in warfare'
and 'Ponies, past and present' (Vinton &
Co., 2s. .each)~. le is the owner of soine

of the best shire horses in England, and
his hackney champion lias just taken the
prize as the finest allround horse in the
world at the Paris exhibition, where the
cosmopolitan crowd of Italians, French,
Russians Hungarians and the rest, whose
own horses had been beaten rose spontan-
cously to their feet,waving hats and hand-
kerchiefs and shouting 'Encore' in four
different ' languages, as the finest harness
horse ever seen passed them in all the pri-

de and display of its incoinparable action.
But the possession which many people
envy more than this is his pony 'Rose-
water,' the most fanous sire of polo po-
nies in the world.

Speaking with the practical authority
guaranted by these successes as a freed-
er of horses of all sizes, the author is con-
vinced that for the use of our mounted
infantery we must have a special breed
of war ponies, or snall horses. A cross
of Arab blood with our native moor and'
forest ponies might, he thinks, give as the
ideal animal for this kind of work. This
view, which is probably correct, assumes
that a pony is sonething different froni a
horse, and that it lias qualities or capabi-
lities of a kind whieh it can impart to
the larger animal by crossing. In other
words, a pony is not nerely a small horse,
which can subsist on rather less food than
the larger breeds, but an animal in which
a greater degree proportionately of
strength, constitution, endurance, and
perhaps intelligence, is concentrated and
inherited. Ignorance, which is defined at
Grimsby as not to know a dab from a
flounder, is supposed at Horncastle Fair
to be embodied in the man who does not
know a nurse from a ponv. Yet the ques-
tion 'What is a pony ? ' meets with no
certain answer. Those wlo go by the card
take the mere rule of heiglit, and say that
any animal under fourteein hands two in
ches is a pony. That is the iaximnumi
lieiglit allowed in polo matches in Eng-
land. In India it is thirtee hands three
inches. But many polo ponies are simplv
snall thoroughbreds, vith verjy littie dif-
ference in points between them and the
racing thoroughbred except that thev are
older and more developed. The ideal polo
pony has been defined as 'a miniature tho-
roughbred steeplechaser,' which is not a
pony at all except that it cari carry a
heavier man for its size than a racehorse.
Perhaps the best means of forming an in-
dependent idea of what it is that confers
on the pony the distinction of representing
a different type, physically as well as
mentally, is to compare a number of por-


