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States $5,494,500; while in, this class Of

î'isks the insuralice companies doing busi-

,lss in Canilahave suistainod an inicreased

Joss of $3,813,600, and in the United States

of$2,i069,
4 0 0

. 'T'le number of tires during
thre fir'st nine ioniths of the yeai' w'as 7,728,
ain average of about oe ire every lifty
miiutes. Teli specials burined duîriiig tLhe
samne period nuiimbered 4,Q03.

ln viewl, of th'le keen compotition in

insiranice business, anid the ndercit-

ting ' whliich has taken place, the above

figtires are very signifiIt. T'le tesson

they convey to thte conipainies is to

be exti'rcly carc'ul in the conduct

of' their' business, and not allow comupeti-
tion and the desire to do business lo lead

thein inîto the 1'lly of taking risks at a

lower rate than experience shows to be

connensuirate with the risk assuined.

To instiers tliey teacli tIr lesson thtat

they shouild deal only vith first elass

eoipanies, wîlio doe business en sound

princiles. They cannot expect to be
insure'd againîst loss by fir'e unlcess they' aie
willing to pay a fai' ratc for it.

The inicrease noteld is of course largely
due to the " lard Lines, and it is to be

observed that teire is t Ilrge inease in
theo niiber of ince'ndiar'y tues. It is to
be hohped that, witli r'etur'ning prospeiity,
the losses from this canse will decrease,
but we think it wIould be 'ell if insurance
companies in lixing rates would take into
greater consideratioil the moral chaï'acter
of tîce risek.

ADVERTISING FRAUDS.

It e winderful how meany gullible
people there are in the world. Frauds of
ail kinds appear to tlcirish, and briains
which could and should be eiployed in
soiaething useful, are set to worik te de-
vise new means by whiich tiroi possessors

may becone enriched at the expense of
a too confiding public. There are always
a nuiber of p>eople who will not work as
long as they ca make a livelihood by
other ieans. One section1 f this class is
engaged in devising schemes by w'hich
they nay sweep into their coffers the
tnoney of those who bite at the bait which
they ofer, while anither section constitute
their victimas. Those who concoct these
sivindles Will, we presuiüme, exist so loig
as there are any of tie nclass reiaining
who desire to attain a competence by otheyr
mneans than the good old way of lionest
ittdustry, pluck and perseveance.

These remiarks aie stggested by the fiet
that many newspapers, considereil re
spectable, for the sake of a f'ew paltry
dollars, aid swinclers and lottery mon in
thlei'operations by advei'tising foi' ther.
In this country lotteries at' illegal, and

newspampers whichi publishtiravrs.
imieuts are liable to I heavy penalty. We
have frequently to refuse such advertise.
iuents, and w'e sometimes Wonder low
any papler which proeses tO be guardian
of the public interests, canî descend to
assis t in per'peti'atingsuchi palpable frauds
as most of tliese schliies arc. W"e would
like tO see our contemporaies a lit-ble
more careful in this respect.

We observe an.ladvrtisement at, pr-
sent in seuo of our leading journals, oller-
ing lots of' " Romaine gold " jewellery nor

suis of imoney varying froin fift'y cents to

ive dollars. What this " Ilonaine gold 1
inay be we do not know, bnt it is problibly
brass, which is the principal stock in trade
of' those who deal in such wares. 't'o those
who stop for a moment to consider, it

must be apparent that on the tric princi-
pIes of trade it is out of tle question for

ay onie to give such quanitities ot goodIs,
if they are wortli anything, for sucl a

smaIll sui; and tholigh those who <deal in
tiem profes to be very benievolent, tlieir
liberality las not reaclied suchL a point
that thcy aire prepared to give away theiî'
goods to straingers without imaking at
least a fair living protit on themn. Yet ive
have no donbt ltiundreds of persons reply
to tlse adcvertisem ts, and incI out,
when it is too late, that wvhile they buy
they have ailso been sold.

Another coinnie swindle is that kenowi
as " puts and calls,'' advertised by irre-
sponsible brokers, wlio gencrally assume a
name similar in souid to that o' soie
respectable fiIm. By r'epiesentinlg it as a
'<sure thing," mainy ho kn'iow nothing
whatevor aboit stocks are induced to in-
vest, and atteriarids finid out to tleir' soiro'w
tliat the only ene who has a sulre tliiiig"
is the fellow who hlas got possession of
their nonuey whici they iever see again.

We would caution cir readers against,
having anything to doe witl these swindles,
wheicl, under all soits of plausible guises,
are so freely advertised now-a.days. Biy
ci as well as seller shouhl reinember that
i honesty is the best policy.'

OUR AMUSEIMENTS.
Wlien during its declining years peolle

remarked as to tIe scîanty patronage extended
to tle old Theatre Royal on Cotté streel, wilcli
still reinins tlere I diigy monument of de-
parted jys, it w'as relicîl tliat Montreil liad
no snitable place of ainseient, that tie tlien
teipile was in ain obscure street, and [liat no-
thinîg but a stir of thge first iagnituode or Lie
presence of vice-royalty itself wiould inlnee
pîeopîle to visit sicli a llace. Wlien thre
Acalemiy of uIsic was openei two years ago,
somte peopile there iverc wlo said, as thiey doe
of' tie \Vindsor Ilotel now, tliat it was too fair
from the centre of popúlatioa, thit somtie spot
near Victoria square, shouîld have becin cliosen

tor n tiiting IeiInpli of Ilie ilises. Ie iew
establishmntî was cetiiinly worthy of Montreal
IaIIl iL was pItroni.sedi as io Sucl placllee w:Is

ever betore patronized in this city. A irst-it ass
stock comipiany varied by occasiol stars '
catered lor th am uiseiieit Of' ithe îcole riglit

roaland visitorm froin Amierican cities wce
wonit to Say tliai il w'as eiiotl to aniiytliing Io
be seei on ilthe otlier side of the line. 'T'lie
directois ais haîrellolders were, or should have
been1, satisfied wvith thleir ven(nlre. We bave
bel'n intormiedh tîthr, riz' eidim' abolit ISi
pier cent. last year, before M c e deiu-
tore. Thle dliillyi hins be-en to get al Iman
whlo comlbinied in himiiself thet thiree eaatr
of' caterer', manger nd iclor. Two of' these
togethier lire niot, very nliimid, buit. Ilhe tbaird
is n calling Ipiart, amîl of tlhis lie diire'ctors
sliolil bc conviiced. W c iio lot speak lere of
t lie clitrilcter or nully of tie plays it. on fthc
sige, noer w'lat s iiplied in Ihe llislonier
given thiie temipîle, but of its fiailire lis se:asoii
to pîromîote tIle doible object' t le directors,
i first-c'lass Liaire .Or Lite public and I good
invest.menîîtî l'or theiselves. 'l'lie troubles cf'
ile presen, week ling3 iossibly bring Soie of
tlie parties to teli'ir seises ; înot lealst [lie tiwo
yoig men wîlho investel their salîtr'y savings
In a lr h in le ase and management

Of lthe concerti hist sinuier. We imagine

Ile conmnercial edilor oif t1 e ontreal I (it/
hois speton ore timie uid moey specially in
trying to forvard ftie itieresti, of hinisAlf nuit
parners, kiiowii as " Morris k oi," hiln he is
likely lt) devotet agail to tIe iic stage, I le
box Ollice, or bellindul tiIe scenes. Blnt. tIe lîtst
strawt% dihat broke thle ceP(,Is baick was added

at Ile beginnîîing of Ithe present 'ek Dring
le visit of ani Ailerican coiny last veek,
whoî drew golid lioues but took thtie cream

awa5y with tlem lo Ile Stiltes, the local Coim-

piy, ilanged by Morris, WirriîI , White and
Cm, wiet to Onilia, Ilhe young Illenoav i
S900 to ILIlp the moi(ve. Ott Nondayj Ilast
Mri ret.i'rel wil.i $70 Ill lol, und inistead
of' minig bis appe nce ii t lie role aissigneil
him il tt'eveling, cliose to test his versatility
in olier teiples. Bl hetter drop tlie crttin.

IIere's a Of'disslutin of r
t
nersl ip, and tIler

lire two disgstled yoiing men whto iisti, among

othcings, tley hd taniaci I lesson fieon tle
slire'wdl old directoi wliose constant iiglitly
attlendanlce at tic foot-iglits is not so ullihcl for
ornaiient or to seek atf'ter amusement, ais îoi lis
rent of $50 a iiglit, casi down.

TH1E GLOttE MUTIAL vs. Tl1E SUN
M UTU AL.

'Th1e plublic will be iiitel esteil to knocw tlie
Ialise of thle action for leavy lamages entered

a few da[Lys ago by the Globe MuItIIIII Lile luisr-
ance Co. of New 'ork tgtiIs thre Suim Muti I
Life I 1suiance Co. of Montreal. lin a circcuir

recently issuLd by tlc :Siu, lieaded I lnducc-
mnients to ilsure in is omany,' ' cILoilaii-
tive table aplpearts in whicl are givei tihe so.
called 'gross 1renliuun iiuconie, cxlpenditure
exclusive of dividends to policy iolICs, ratio

of expelditiurle t prel lim ice and perceit-

age reservel for future clainis anid dividends
of seven icrical life Insurince C(Jlumlîiîuies

doing business li Coanada, and under tlese tLue
figures of Ilue Suit Mutual theu.entire exitbit 110f


