
34. THE HARP.

was now his own desire. He knew
something, though lnot mch eof what
bad beon going on, for Eljio's prudence
and good srnse had saved the family
fr'omn iuch. trouble and painful oxpo-
sure.

At last Lord Elmsdale moved. H1e
went fron thu mino. The events ol the
niglt had weighed Iini down Jar muore
tian the more exterior cirtumstaiccs,
however startling, had seemvied to war-
rant. But hc was not thinking at ail.
oi ut least he was not thinking moo tian
casually of the cxtorior,. He wasa mlan
of what the world calls vary highly
honorable principles. ie knîew it. Ie
valuted the opinion of the world. le
'vas cut to the boart that a son of his
should act as ho feared Edward had net-
od.

It never occutred to hitm that his son
had another Fatlcr, w«ho was is it j
Fathori, a Father w«hom they mro both
bouiid to hiuono, and w'hosc honort, mor-
over, they worc boun to maintain. liu
never thottght that the nimn of Christ-
ini was disccdi ted wlhen men did un-
christian doods The world's opinion
vould last just as long as the world last-
od-and no longer. It wasjust ofas
much value as any humain ting can b,
whlbich passes likzo a breath of suinner
ai- never to rotutn.

Btrns us fre. Lord El msdale nd noL
told him te koop silence on the subjoct
eof their discvery. foir lie know fi-oi
long years' exporieneO, how ontirely be
miglt trust hitm. Confidence oftenl
shows itseWf in silene. lad uany of
the other servants nade thé discovery
ho 'vould certainly not have let the
room without a word of caition-his
tr'ust in Barns showed itsolf by his not
having given eont a thought te the
possibility of any want eo' discretion on
his part.

The castle, as I have said, was a very
largo building A long coi'ridor which
ran over the billiamd-room and smnoking
room led te the part occut pied by thc
servants. A very laigo courtyard Iy
between, so that the front o the eastle,
or, indeed, the encsle itsclf, properly
spaking, with the billiard and mnok-
ing rooms, and the domestiC apart-
mon ts, fo'med three sides of a square.
The library, a partly Gothie building
w'hidh visitors used to take fer a privato

chapel, ran, dowvn a part of the fourth
side, but stilI loft a considorable open
spaco.

As Barns traversed the long cori-
dor' to Elli's room, ho saw lights in
many of the windows. Those who ha
not heard tho report of' the revolver
had been aroused by tho banging of
doors and general connotion. Soine,
however, had slept on, as tired servants
will do. H1e tapped at the housekooper's
door as ho passed, but aîpp:-ently sho
had not ben arousecd, and very audiblo
boiathing testifiel to the good woman's
pwers of'somnolcce.

le passed on gently te Ellie's r'oomi
-as one of' the upper servants she hai
a sm:all chamaber cf ier' ow'n; ie tapped
ontt, gently nlIso, for bhe had seei a
light ither as io caine. But if thor
had boonl lighit theni, there wvas certainly
lnont n i. No limmer could Ic du-
tactcd unîde' ute door, or throtugh tho
kceyliolo; ail soeCnd dark and silent.
Yet, as the man listened for a few' mo-
mnt', bolding his broutlitn his anxiety,
ie hbcrd o'sounds of sobbing-sob-
bing wh icli soened to cou c l on onte al-
imost broken-boared. Evidentlthe
souinds w'er' suppressed as much as pos-
si bi c. lic pa utsCd oet a m n c oiet iongr,
and bearil a voice li wocli kniiv to bo
Ellies, itteriig theso words in a tonte
of' anguished supplication: '. Now, Oit
notw, Mother, for 1 ncd it ntow and ut
t lie hour o my death.'

It was enough.Bains wns a Catholic.
H know therc w'as on1ly' 0110 Mothert to
whomi ncih suppliet ion couiId b ad-
dre-cssed--thec M)other who nover f*orsaikes,
wo never doceives, who is never absent,
whoe holp can bc obttined ut any mo-
ment, in anly place, under ail circumu-
stalces.

le tuirned slowly away, sad al heart
forilegirl's sorrow, but feelil)ng surit sIo
was safc; and as lie went, lie, too, said
with ail the forvor of' lis toni t:

Nou, oih now, Mot, foi' Wo ail
need thy help, and at the lour of' imy
death"

(To be continued)

TUE BES' LOVE.-Homo s the best
love. Tc lovN e that y:tu arc born to is
the svootest you will ever' have Oin
earth.


