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spiral of bronze silver, or 4rol(1 The
women tdso wore the hair long and
braided it inlo tresses which they con-
fined with a pin.  The beard was worn
Jong, and wus trequently plaited - into
tresses.  The men as well as women
like all ancient and semi-barbarous
people, were fond of ornaments.  They
covered their fingers with vings, their
arms, - with I)r-lccl(,Ls lh(,_y wore
Lorques or lwisted rings of gold about
the neck, such s we maysee on the
celebrated  antique suulphur ol the
Gaul, known as the Dying Gladintor.
The chhm and more powerful kings
wore™a similar torque, about the wi nsl,
and a goldenmind ordiadem on statcoc-
asions.  Fvery woman of rank wore
finger rings, bracelets, earings, and a
land, or crescent- s]].l])() blade of gold,
on Lhc front of the head, which hung
over the head behind  # veil. The
queens also wore a golden mind, or dia-
dem; on state occasions. l‘hls mind
was 50 abtached fo a veil, or some kind
of head dress, that it geetis 1o have
AMormed a compléte  covering for the
head. The ladies had: car ved combs
and ornaimented  work boxes; they
used oil for the haiv and- dycd their
eyclashes black with the juice of u berry,
and their nails crimson with a dye like:
archil. - The lean, or kilt, scems to have
been the garb of frecmen only; the
men of tho servile classes wore braceae,
or tight fitting brecches, reaching to
near the ‘ancles, leaving the upper
part of the body cither 1110geth(-1- nalked,
or covering it with a short cloak \Vlth-
out slee\'cs, out of doors they wore a
Jong cont . which - could
down its froni—the ]notol)po of the
modern Ulstor  cont—and ° which
could bo attiched o conical- hoodl The
. Guauls used a similar kind ‘of hooded
- ¢loak, - which: :bécame
Rome. Conts of the kind madé of fricze
©were rc(r'u'de(l in" the - seventh and
- eighth ccntmu.s as peculiarly  Trish,
owing o the nimber of Irish ~mission-
-aries who used them. "It is from them
that the Benedictine monks borrowed
the dress which has since hecome the
c!m acteristic habil of religious orders.
The name cowl in Iunrrh\ln and all the
‘eogniale forins in other l'mrru ires,” are

o (loubL, also; to bo  fraced To the Trish
Lorrcspon(hn«r word,
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time can provide himself with a dinnor
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liven the two Jrishmen who accom:: .
panied the leelander, who discovered "
Ameriea” in the ninth . century, wore:
coats which are called by the same
name which the Norsemen gave the
monk’s cowl. No man in these canly
times could be considered in full dress
without his arms; indeed I might say
no woman, for the latter took part in
battles  in the sixth century. The -
principal weapon was a lance or piko ..
having a very " long handle, a sword
suspended by n belt weross the shoulder,
and « shicld—some a_circular wooden
target covered with hide.  In theninth
and succecding . conturies many wero
armed with an axe, the ‘use of which
they probably learned from the Norse-
men, for it is always called in our docu--
ments u lochlenn, that is a Norse axo.
War hats, cuirasses and other defensive -
armor do nol scem to have been used in
the carly times by the Irish. The table
service of our ancestors was undoubt-
edly simple.  An artizan of the present

service that{or convenience, cleanliness,
and clegancé -of form was_ beyond Lhc
lc.xch of even the renowned Frankish
Kmyperor, C;h‘ukm.vrno The fare was
eulces of oaten bread.
Wheat and barley cal\ea where also to be
had in the eighth coutury at least; tho.
flesh of all the domestic animals, chceso,
curds, milk, butter. The opso,n'i:» or
dessert was very limited—onions and .
watoreresses. . One of the tributes due
to the puramount King of lreland were
the cresses of the lu\‘cr ‘Brosna. Tho
oceupations for: every day in ‘the week
are - laid down, and  to  Sunday is
assigned ale drml\m"—-” for:he is not a
tawful flaith who (loes ot distributeale @ -
ovory bunday ”he . common Jrishex-
pression for openthandedness and genor-
osity  flaitheamhuil, which Jetu'lcd to
this qualification of a flaith orlord, The
drinking was  often -decp, as it was
eve r‘,'whou, in"that age. The chiof”
men of a tribe’ worg eatled props of
the ale house ™ so that the busmc:.:; ‘of
the tribe was discussed by the king
ael his council at the ale feast.  After
this.the filé, or poet, chaunted the pocm', o
aund sougs, awommmc\ by the . .musie
of the eruit, a kind of harp, and of the
timpan, a howed instrament, were sung,
stories werg told, but \mhl\e our’ nodcr




