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EDITORIAL.

THE ESTAnILISIMENT OF TUE CHUR1CH OF CHRIST.

Beginning at Jerusalem: Luko xxiv.-47

This articlo treats of the beginning of the Church
of Christ. Should any object to sucli a discussion
as this, and suggest the propriety of leaving the
principles of the doctrine of Christ and going on te
perfection, our roply is, that we are not in favot of
being driven. fron an oxtreme te its opposite.
Tho schoolbcy who is content te know nothing more
thah the aliphabot of tho language and the figures
of arithmotic, and decides to go no further in his
studios, li only excelled in folly by the one who
imagines that he can afford te ignore these simple
rudiments and Advance in soholarship without
alphabet or figures. Just aââ certain as alphabets
ad..figures are indispensible to the moat advanced
scholars, se aru " first princip!es " te the most
mature christian, nor can they over be ignored in a
successful struggle for eternal life. Be neode to
remember thein ia order te defend them against
the attacks.of opponente, as well as te spread them
before thoso who are anxiously euquiring for sal-
varion. They help himself te grow in grace and in
the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour, while bis
pure and aelf-sacrificing life enables 1idm, uder
Christ, te use firat principles " in the manner and
with the success which his Lord designed.

On the other band, professers whn are net su
much concerned about justice and the love of God
may bc- rathor expert in their use of " first prin-
ciples," but their influence is against their teaching
while they disregard the words of Jesus: " These
o.ught ye te have done, and net te leave the other
undone." Matt. xxii., 23.

On the coast of CSarea Philippi when Peter
confessed that Jesue was tho Christ the Son of the

ifvling God, .e told him that He would build Bis
Church on-that.rock, and it is for us te ascertain
when Ho fulfilled that promise, or, in other-words,
wlien He established Eis.Church. The importance
of knowing this cannot be overestimated. A mis-
take here, and an amalgamation of Jewish and
Christian institutions stand at the bottom cf almost
all the corruptions of Christianity.

In enquiring when and where the Church began
we may pass by many theories un the subject, such as
its beginning being in eternity or in the Garden of
Eden, or in the family of Abraham, and notice the
one that locates its beginning with John the Ba.ptist
in the wilderness.

Many aflirm that the Church of Christ was
established in the lifetimo of John the Baptist, ard
net a few contend that on account of its relalion.
ship to him it should bear bis nano. John cuts off
al- such ideas root and branch, by declaring te bis
disciples who seened perplexed on the matter, that
hb was not the bridegroom, but only bis friend,
who rejoiced greatly at hearing the bridegroom's
voice. John iii., 20-29.

The Church was not set up in John's lifetinie by
him' or any eue else. It was efltr John's death
that Jesus said, 1 will build My Chuch. Lot the
following facts be considered:

lot. If thora was a churcli built inw John's life.
time it was net the Chprch of Christ, for Jesus
said after John was dead, I wdlZ build My Church.
Matt. xvi., 18.

2nd. If there was a church in John's day it was
net 'built on "this rock," which is the Lord's
diviity, for Jesuà charged His disciples te toll no
man He was Jesus the Christ. Matt. xvi., 20.

Al this preaching and building was he] i over for
another day.

3rd. If there was a Church in John'a day they,
its inembers, did net ment on the Lord's day, for
that day wae net obsorved tilt after the Lord's
death and resurrection.

4th. If there was a church in John's day they
had no Lord's Supper, for this was net instituted
until the saine night in which he was betrayed.

5th. If there was a Church in John's day they
had no sacrifice for sin, for it was after it that
God's Son was offered for the ains of the whole
world.

6th. If thora was a church in John's day they
'lad no prient te offer for them or stand betweon
-then and God. " For if He (Christ) were on earth
He should net be a prient," etc., etc. Hob. viii., 4.

It was ater Bis death tliat Jesus by His own
blood entered in once into the holy place, having
obtained eternal redoemption for us. Bob. ix., 12.

7th. If thore was a church in John's day they
had no Holy Spirit, for the Holy Spirit was net yet
given, because Jesus was not yetglorified. "I t is
expedienît for you that I go away, for if I go not
away the Coniforter wili net com unto yon; but if
I depart I will send Hlim nto yo." John xvi., 7.

8th. If such a church oxisted-in John's day it
was nover mentioned in Old Testament or New.
'Neither the disciples of John ner of Jesus ara over
called a church until Jesus had passed into the
heavens and the Holy Spirit had come forth from
the Father and the Son to aniuate and 11l His
body, which ie the Church.

On the day of Pentecost, after that the Apostles
:were tilled with the HolySpirit,and as the Spirit gave
thern utterance they had declared uno the puople
that God had made thai saine Jesus whom they bad
crucified both Lotn and Cun1sT, and three thousand
soul believed and obeyed the Sun of God and
wero added te the disciples; they were firat called
the Church. (Auto ii., 47.) Ever after that this
-was their constant designation. The disciplès were
never called the Church tilt these three thousand
Mere addod tothem in Jerusalem on the dey of
.Tentecost, and they were always called the Church
after that event. This makes the time and the
place of the establishment of the Church of Christ
plain and positive to those who set te their seal that
God is true. Jeas once told His disciples net te til
men that He was the Christ, but now everything
was ready to proclaim the glorious truth. Even
after o ho bad risen froi the dead and when he gave
them the gospel, lie told them te wait at Jerusalem
till they should bu endowed with power from on
high. But now everything was ready; the great
atonoement was made. Death was vanquished. The
Conqueror had takon His seat at God's right band.
The Holy Spirit had corne, lied filled the Apostles
and qualified thom te address in their own language
all the Jew assembled from the diffurent nations of
the earth. The divinity of Jeans, which was the
rock, had endured every trial unnoved. The
gates of hades, or death, the lest enemy, bad not
prevailed against the rock. When the Apcstles
preached this the people were, by the Holy Spirit,
convinced of sin; they were drawn to.Jesus, and
Jesus built then as His own Church on that rock.
They were united to im, the Son of the living
God, and thureby becane partakers of a divine
nature. They lied the Spirit of Christ and the
hope of glory.

How difforent from this is the imaginary church
built before the death of Jesus: 1. IL is buil, bo-
fore Jeaus built Bis Church. 2. It bai net " this
rock " for a foundation. 3. It was without a proper
worsbipping day. 4. Without the Lord'. Supper.
5. Without a sacrifico for sin. 6. Without a high
priest. 7. Without the Holy Spirit. 8. Withouti
se much as a naine in the oracle- of God.

Wo will now notice Bomle passages which eom te
favor the existenoa o! the Church in John's day.
The Church is often called the Kingdom of Heaven;
ahd Jeans Bays, " From the days of John the Bap.

tist untl now, the Kingdom of Heaven sulforeth
violence, nd the violent take it by force." Matt.
xi., 12. This, with like passages, such as: The
Jewish teachers neither entered the Kingdomî
thenselves uer suffered thoso who desit ed te enter,
and tho-Kingdom of Heaven Io preached and men
press into it, etc., etc.

Theae passages et first sight seem te intimato
that the Kingdom had come in John's time, and
that men were actually entering it, or joinin the
church, while others were trying te provent them
from becoming members.

New, the burden of the-preaching of John and of
Jeaus ané -the twelvo was thio, " l'.pet. for the
Kingdom of Heaven in at band," Jeasu told of
certain things that would not occur tilt tho King-
dom of Hoaven should come, and told Bis dis-
ciples to pray te God, " Thy kingdom como," all
of which shows positively that the Kingdom ws
still future, but near et hand. How, then, could
it be said that mon entered it, prested into it, etc.
This i very plain indeed, when we consider how
the near approach of a groatly desired object
affects men'a hearts and lifo. They are won over
te the object, and live and set for it. It entera
iito them, and tbey into it, aven before its actuel
approach.

Should a number of farmera and mechanics in one
of these Provinces become dissatisded with " the
dull times," and wish for a change, a leading man
aiong them called James tells them of a grand
prospect in the North Wet-a fine climate, good
crops, and a growing trade. They often meet te
hear James describe the country, and ho urges
thém te sell out and prepare te go andý form a
colony as.soon as practicable. Friends at home
are greatly opposed, and neither go themselves nor
eutter those te go whom they can prevent. Still
James persuades the people; they hear him, be-
lieve him, sell out and prépare for the new colony.
Although they are hure in-,purson, their hearts and
hopes and energies aie in the North'West; for it
they live and plan and work. How naturel it is te
say of thosewho thus plan.for the new colony, that
they enter into it, thoughtit is yet so fer away, and
that thoir determination is se strong thatall oppo-
sition is unavailing, for they take it by force. But'
ehould- James die before' the company gains the
coloüy, thon it could be said that thé-loast in-the
colony is greater than James. Not à hetter per-
son, ner a greater nr more influential worker, but
ho enjoys greäter priviloges. What James worked'
for he enjoyed. The joy of anticipation is
swallowed up in the joy of possession.

The Jews were long expecting a Messiah te sot
up-His Kingdom on earth. John came te toll that
He was now.here, and Bis Kingdome was at band.
e called upon the people te repent and believe

the gospel of the Kingdom. Those who did se
were baptized by John with the baptiam of-repent-
ance for the remission of sins. They-renounced
their former lives and former leaders, and lookod
to-John, under God, te guide thom. They believed
the Kingdom was at band, and they hoped and
lived for it,.and thus it could bc tlguratively said
they entored into it even bofore it came. John
preached and suffered for that Kingdom, but died
before it came. Some of John's disciples survived
him and lived tilt the Kingdom did actually come
and really entered into it. The least one of these
was greater than John. Net that ho was a truer
man than John, ner a more faithful worker, but
that ho liad a greater privilege. Ho held a seat in
the Kingdom, which John did net hold. Lot every
one who now boldo. this position remamber that
" To whom nuch is givon, of him will b much
required:"

REMEMibBER Our Annual at Lord's Covo, Deer
Island, commencing the Friday before ·the firat
Lord'îiday in Septembor.


