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ZDITORIAL,

THE ESTADLISHMENT QF THE CHURCH CF CHRIST.

Beginning at Jorusalom: Luke xxiv.-47

This articlo treats of the beginning of tho Church
of Olirist.  Should any objeot to such a discussion
as this, and suggest the propriety of leaviag the
orinciples of the doctrine of Christ and going on to
perfection, our reply is, that we aro not in favor of
being driven. from an oxtrome to its opposite.
The schoolbay who is content to know nothing more
thah the alphabot of the lauguage and the figures
of arithmetic, and decidos to gzo no further in his
studivs, is only excelled in folly by the one who
imagines that he can affurd to ignore these simple
rudiments and advance in soholarship without
alphabet or figures. Just ss certain as alphabets
and figures are indispensible to the must advanced
acholars, so are * first principles” to the most
niature christiun, nor can they ever be ignored in a
succossful strugglo for oternal life, He needs to
remembor them in order to dofend them against
the attacks.of oppounents, as-well as to spread them
before those who are anxiously euquiring for sal-
vation. They help himself to grow in arace and in
the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour, while his
pure and self-sacrificing life enables him, under
Christ, to use ** first principles * in the manner and
with the success which his Lord designed.

On the other hand, professors who are not sv
much concerned about justice and tho Jove of God
may be rather expert in their use of ** first prin.
ciples,” but their influence is agaiust their teaching
while they disregard the words of Jesus: ** Theso
ought ye to have done, and not to leave the other
undone,” Matt. xxui., 23.

‘On the coast of Cwesarca Philippi when Peter
confessed that Jesus was the Christ the Son of the
hvmg God, He told him that He would build His
Church on.thai.rock, and it is for us to ascertain
when Ho fulfilled that promise, or, in other-words,
when He established His.Church, The importance
of knowing this cannot be overestimated. A mis-
take here, and an amalgamation of Jewish and
Christion institutions stand at the bottom cf almost
all thé corruptions of Christianity.

In enquiring when acd where the Church began
wemay puss by many.theories on the subject, such as
its beginning being in eternity or in the Garden of
Eden, or in the family of Abraham, and notice the
ono that locates its beginning with John the B.ptiat
in the wilderness.

Many sffirm that the Church of Christ was
established in the lifetime of John the Baptist, ard
not a fow contend that on account of its relarion.
ship {o him it should bear his name. John cuts off
all such ideas root and branch, by declaring to his
disciplea who seemed perplexed on the matter, that
hb was not the bridegroom, but only his friend,
who rejoiced greatly at hearing the bridegroom’s
voice. John iii., 26-29.

The Church was not set up in John's lifetimo by
him’ or any one else. It was after John's death
that Jesus said, 1 will build My Church, Let the
following facts be considered:

1at. If there was achurch bwilt in: John's life.
time it was not the Church of Christ, for Jesus
8aid - after John was dead, I will build My Church,
Mart, xvi., 18,

2nd. If thero was a church in John's day it was
not ‘built on ‘‘this rock,” which is the Lord’s
divinity, for Jésus charged His disciples to toll no
man He was Jesus the Christ. Matt. xvi., 20.

All this preaching and buildizg was he)1 over for
another day.

3rd. If there was a Church in John's day they,
its members, did not meet on the Lord's day, for
that day was not uvbsorved till aftor the Lord's
death and resurrection,

4th, If there was a church in John’s day they
had no Lord's Supper, for this was not instituted
until the same night in which he was betrayed.

Hth. If there wos a Church in John's duy they
kad no sacrifice for sin, for it was after it that
God’s Son was offored for the sins of the whole
world,

Gth. If thero was a church in John’s day they
ihad no priest to offer for them or stand betweon
‘them and God, * For if He (Ohrist) were on earth
:He should not be a priest,” etc., otc. Heob, viii., 4.

It was aiter His death that Jesus by His own
blood entered in once into the holy place, having
obtained eternal redemption for us. Heb, ix., 12.

7th, 1f there was a church in John's day they
had no Holy Spirit, for the Holy Spirit was not yet
given, because Jesus was not yot glorified. ¢ Itis
oxpedient for you that I go away, forif 1 go not

I depart I will send Him unto you.” Johnxvi., 7.

8th, If such a church oxisted in Johun's day it
was nover mentioned in Old Testament or Now.
‘Neither the disciples of John nor of Jesus ars over
called a church until Jesus had passed into the
heavens and the Holy Spirit had come forth from
the Father and the Son to animate and fill His
body, which is tha Charch,

Ou the day of Pentecost, after that the Apostles
wers filled with the HolySpirit,and as the Spirit gave
‘them utterance they had declared unto the puople
that God had made that same Jesus whom they had
crucified both Loxp and Crrist, and threo thousand

were added to ths. disciples; they were firat called
the Church., (Acts ii., 47.) Ever after that this
was their constant designation. The disciples wore
never. called the Church till these three thousand
wore added to-them in Jerusalem on the dey of
Pentecost, und they were always called the Church
after that event. This makes the time and the
place of the establishment of the Church of Christ
plain and positive to those who set to their seal that
God is true. Jesus once told His disciples not to t.])
men that Ho was tho Christ, but now everything
was ready 1o proclaim the glorious truth, XEven
after he hud risen from tho dead and when he gave
them the gospel, he tuld them to wait at Jerusalem
till they should be e¢ndowed with power from on
high, But now everything was ready; the great
atonement was made, Death was vanquished. The
Conqueror had taken His seat at God’s rixht hand.
The Holy Spirit had come, had ffiled the Apostles
and quelified them to address in their own language
all the Jews assembled from the different nations of
the earth. The divinity of Jesus, which was the
rock, had endured every trial unmoved. Tho
gates of hades, or death, the last enemy, had not
prevailed against, the rock. When the Apostles
preached this the people wero, by the Holy Spirit,
convinced of sin; they were drawn to.Jesus, and
Jesus built them as His own Church on that rock.
They were united toHim, the Son of the living
‘God, and thureby bucame partakers of a divine
nature. They had the Spiriv of Christ and the
hops of glory.

How different from thls is the iwaginary church
built before the death of Jesus: 1. It is built bo-
fore Jesus built Bis Churck, 2. It had not *f this
rock ™ for a foundation, 3. It was withouta proper
worsbipping day. 4. Without the Lord’s Supper.
b. Yithout a saarifico forsin. 6. Without a high
priest. 7. Without the Boly Spirit. 8. Without
80 much as a name in the oracles of God.

Wo will now notice some pasaages which secm to
favor the existenca of the Church in Jeho's day.
The Church is often called the Kingdom of Heaven;
and Jesus says, ‘ From the days of Joha tho Bap-

away the Comforter will not como unto yon; but if-

souls believed and obeyed tho Sun of God and.

tist until now, the Kingdom of Heaven sutforeth
violence, and the violent take it by force.” Matt,
xi., 12, This, with liko passages, such as: The
Jowish toachers neither enterod the Kingdom
themselves nor suffered those who desited to enter,
and tho Kingdom of Heaven Is preached and men
press into it, oto., oto,

Theso passages at first sight seom to intimate
that the Kingdom had come in John's time, and
that men wore actually entering it, or joining the
church, while others wore trying to prevent them
from becoming members.

Now, the burders of the preaching of John and of
Jesus and tho twelve was thig, ** R-pent, for the
Kingdom of Heaven is at hand.” Jesus told of
certain things that would not ocour till the King-
dom of Hoaven should- cume, and told His dis-
ciples tu pray to God, ““Thy kicgdom comoe,” all
of which shows puositively that the Kingdom was
still future, but near at hand. How, then, could
it be said that mon entered it, preseed into it, etc.
This is very plain indeed, whon we consider how
the near approach of a greatly desired object
affocts mon’s hearts and life. “They are won over
to tho object, and live and act for it. It enters
iuto them, and they into it, even befere ita actual
approach.

Should a number of furmers and mechanics in one
of these Provinces become diasatistied with ¢ the
dull times;” and: wish for a change, a leading man
among them called James tells them of a grand
prospect in the Nortk West—a fine climate, good
crops, and a growing trade. They often meet to
hear James describe the country, and he urges
thém to- soll out aud prepare to go and forma
-culony as'soon as practicable, Friends at home
are greatly opposed, und neither go themselves nor
suffer those to go whom they can prevent. 'Still
James persundes the people; they hear him, be-
liove him, sell out and prepare for the new colony.
Although they are here in.purson, their hearts and
hopes and energies ate in the North ‘West; for it
they-live and plan and work. How natural it is to
say of thoso who thus plan for the new culony, that
they enter into it, though:it is yet so far away, and
that their determination is so strong that all oppo-
sition is unavailicg, for they take it by forco. But’
should' James die before the company gains the
colony, then it could be said that thé least in-the
colony is greater than James. Not & better per-
son, nor a greater or more influential worker, but
he enjoys greiter privileges. What James worked’
for he onjoyed. The joy of anticipation is
swallowed up in the joy of possession, :

The Jews were long expecting a Messiah to sst
up His Kingdom on earth. John came to tell that
He was now-here, and His Kingdom was at hand.
He called vpon the people to repent and belisve
the gospel of the Kingdom. Those who did so
woro baptized by John with the baptism of repeut-
anco for the remission of sins. They renounced
‘their former lives and former leaders, and looked
to.John, under God, to guide them. They believed
tho Kiugdom was at hand, and they hoped and
lived for it,.and thus it could bo figuratively said
they entered into it even befure it came. John
preached and suffexed for that Kingdom, but died
before it came. Some of John's disciples survived
him and lived till the Kingdom did actually come
and really entered into it. The least ono of :these
was greator than John, Not that he was a truer
man than John, nor a more faithful worker, but
that he had a greater privilege. Ho held a seat in
the Kingdom, which Joha did not hold, Let every
cne who now holds- this position remomber that
* To whom much is given, of him will bo much
required."”

REMEMBER our Aanual at Lord’s--Cove, Deer
Jsland, commeoncing the Friday before ‘the firat
Lord’d day in Septembor,



