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Public Opinion.
THE SENATE AND THE SCOTT ACT.

In a cousiderablo majority of the counties of the Domivion tho Scott Act
law is and will bo for sumo timo a subject for heated discussion. The Senate
has torn to picces a bill containing a number of necessary amendments to that
Iaw, very much as a pup does with somo stray pioce of clothing which may fall
inte his power and of the valuo of which ho has no notivu.  This proceeding
will probably afford a most fruitful topic of reprehension at village gatherings
everywhere, Every fatlure i the enfurcement of the Scott Act will be blamed
on the Senate.  Every pleader fur tho Scutt Act will be turned inte a denouncer
of the Senate, and this 8 Itkely to be dong Ly buth plitical parties and in un
unspaning ters.  The Senate wall probably havo a chanes granted it to vetire
from the obstructive attitude in which it finds itself, but it cannot vemove from
itaelf tho reproach of having given a large majorily of votes in favor of the li.
quor trade.  Wo imagine there are few Senators sv very simple as to suppose
that there would boe any Scott law left after beer and wino were exempted from
its prohibitory operation. Tho Senate’s amnendinents to the Jamisson Act were
simply meant to make that Act unfit to pass the Commone. —1¥itness,

Despite the petitions tv the number of 700 bearing tho signatures of zbout
100,000 nawmes ; despite the overwholming majoritics which hava been given in
nearly all the constituencies where the Act has been voted upon; @zspite the
almost universal wish of the country, and the actions and assurances of the Do-
munon Parhament, these forty-two members of the Senate, who belong in many
cascs to a past age ahinost, take tho responsibility upon their own shoulders to
foist, or attempt to do so, u})on the peoplo of this cnlightened and progressive
Domunion an Act that they have neither asked for or require, but which they by
their vutes have pusitisely declared they do not want  We believo that this act
of the Senate should be its death-blow.—Grenville Independent.

The Scnate in its unwisdom has dono all it can do to frustrate the toil of
years to sccure efficient Temperance Jegislation.  This will be understood by
many to bo a confirmation of the opinion that an irmesponsible body neither un-
derstands nor respects the will of the people, as constitutionally expressed. Tho
unusual pressure of work in the House of Commons at this late period of tho
session will prevent the adoption of the amendment for the srcscljt, and by the
time it reaches that stage, the Temperanco sentiment will find sufticiently vigor-
ous vxpression to render its becoming law unlikely. It is also doubtful if 2 ma-
jority could be found in tho popular branch of the legislature to vote in its
favor.—Canada Presbyterian.

Down with the Senatr! This will by the cry throughoul tho country if
that ill.advised body devates itsclf in the interest of the tavern-keepers to ob-
structing the will of the people i the matter of the Scott Act. It is sheer non-
senso o think that the country 1s gong to pay imincnsc sums to maintain a lot
of superanuated politicians in Juxury for such work as this. 1¢ will be very hard,
morcover,, to convince the public that the cnormous finaucial interests which
are threatened by the Scott Jaw have not had a hand in sccuring the action of a
body, many of whoso members have risen from the ranksof ‘¢ practical " states.
men, to a position in which they are no longer sufficiently in awo of popular
vengence.  But if tho people cannot deal with their Scnators in _detail, they
will {ind some way to deal with them, that is certain ; and tho political leader
who will sct a feasible plan of Scnate reform or Senate abolition before the
people, will gain immenso popularity by so do;  .~—Stiriing News-Arqus.

Domanded by a majority of the Canadian people, revised and endorsed by
their respousible representatives, this zet of irresponsible legislators by the
grace of a partizan Cabinet, darcd to mutilate it (the Scott Act) bevond recogi-
tion. It is intolerable that any seventy-mix men, many of them far beyond the
priine of lifo and 1mnto a docrepid sccond cluldiiold, respenable to nv human
being, should have 1 ther hands the power to vitiato or strangle all pupular
legislation, to rudely micnoe all popular demands and to ride rough-shod over
the dearest creations of the popular House.  The British House of Londs is but
a grey rehic of the Dark Ages fast crumbling into dust. The Cauadian Senato
18 a miscrable, toadying copy of this fossilixed abuse.  They have done nothing
all year but cxpel newspaper represcutatives, choke off Scnator Alexander, listen
to divorce cascs, mutilato the Scott Act, and draw their sessional allowance.
Free Canada has little uso for such a1 appendage.

* But as is alwars the case, thore aro a few grainy of wheat that are not quito
hidden by tho cnfl. We would menticn with respect and admimtion the
names of Scolt, Flint, Ferrier, Alan, Vidal and scveral others whose whitened,
time-honored heads have been anterposed inore than once Letween the indigua-
tion of an aroused people and the insulting querulousuess of their less worthy
collcagues.  Such men are as Lot to Sodom and as Lot they must flee to escapo
burning destruction.— Canadian Datriot.

By majoritics of two to one, the Scnate last week decided to destroy the
Scott Act by exempting beer and wino from its provisions. We havo referred
to that singularly uscless body on some former vccasions as & *° parcel of oid
women.” Wa liasten to apologise—to the women. No parcel of women, old
or young, white, red, black or olive colored, could bo gt together in this
country, who would act 30 unwisely as tho Senate does. If there can be onc
shing more than another, aflirmed with confdonce about the public opinion of
this country, it is that the peoplo want the Scott Act and they want it too, as a
step to prohibition.  Yct the Scnate, irresponsible, antiquated, dried up old
political mumumics that thoy are, fly in the faco of public opinton and mutilate
and destroy the Act that the pooplo are favoring as they never favorod any
other moasure.  All that thoy accomplish however, will be to kill the Scott Act
Amcendment Bill, which remavosa legal difficulty from the Actas it stands. The
Bill, as it has been, will probably remain, as the Houso of Commons dare rot so
spoil it, if it would, and probably docs not want to do so.— Watcrloo Chronidle.

‘The Bill sent up to the Senate from the Commons making awendments to
tho Scott Act in arder that tho Act may bo properly enfurced i counties whero
it is passed—and which was rendered necessary in conseiuenco of certain
clauses m Sir Johin's Licenso Bill, which are not to bo susponded, and which
override tho Scott Act—has recoived rough treatment at the hands of theirre-
sponsible senaturs,  Several amendments to the Bill have been made ~ ane giv-
ing pov er to physicians to dispenso liquors, aud anothier permitting the sale of
ale, beer, and light wines, containing not more than 12 per cent, of alcohol, in
counties and cities whero tho Scott Act 18 adopted.  Tho Jast amendment was
carried in committeo by a vote of 42 to 20, and was afterwards coneurred in by
the Senate.  The il as amended will have to bo sent back to the Commons,
and 1f the amendments are not concurred o, then the Seuate will have to cither
back down, or openly defy tho wil of the popalar brand of the o uslature 1y
refusing to atlow the Bud froin the Cummns to becaue lane What the ultimato
fate of the Bitl may bu, 1t as ditheuit to predict, but weauay 8ay that the opinien
18 freely expressed that it as just pusslblo that a majority may be found in tho
Conunons to support the amendments tacked on to the Bill by the Seuate. It is
now about tune that the Senate should erther be remodeled or wiped out of ox-
istenco.—1'rite Banner.

There was a rattling yesterday of the parcel of fussilized bones which arve
enclosed within the gorgeous walls of the Senate Chasnber, and for a wonder tho
nmse was heard outsde the costly casket in which tho relies are preserved.
Here was what the clatter amouunted to. [Here follow the resolutions)

Let usanter the remams.  Thay have been abuve ground too many years,
and should be lost to sight, as they are to memory.  In the antedeluvian days,
when tho poor old bones had flesh upon thum, and svals within their frames,
the sentuncents of the above resvlutiuns smght have accorded with thuso of the
wnhabatants of tho country. Tlus 1s the latter part of the nincteenth century,
however, and we live in acountry which has emphatically expressad an opinion
on the subject of the Scutt Act.  An iaterfercuce, theref e, by the Senate,
however imsignificant and abortive it may be, goces to show the truth of the con-
tention that the alleged Upper House, is totally unrepresentative of the people,
and, as an anomalous institution, should cither bo abolished, or the shelves in
the dead past be theroughly rummaged for the Lrains which, in a pre-historic
tune, were alleged to have been contained within the dry and withered crani-
ums. Once sccured, they might, perhaps, e attached with a clothes-line. —
St. Thomas Journal,

That irresponsible body known as tho Senale, of Canada, has beeu devoling
its energy recently to themutilation of the Scott Act.  During the prescut scasions
scveral amendments were passed by the Comtnons witha view of making it muro
workable in accordance with the wishes of the temperance party. Theseamend.
ments wero sent to the Senate for their approval.  Without confining them-
sclves at all to the object of the bill, they took advantaze of the question being
opened up a1d passed amendments that virtually kills the Scott Act by permit-
ting the sale of lager beer and wine and other hiquor contamiug not mute than
a certam per cent. of alcohol. In addition to tlus, other amendments were
passed with a view of robhing the Scott Act, whichi has been inoro hearlily
cndorsed by the peuple of this country than any uther mncasurc ever placed upon
the statute books, of all its restrictive featurea, These amendments will of
coursc havo to go back to Commons fur concurrence. The members of the Com-
mons arc not beyond the reach of the people and their action on this matter will
be watched with the keenest interest and they will bo held to atnct account for
what they do. T’ohiticians think they can conjoule, bully and flatter the tem-
perance party to keep within party lines, but we mistako the spirit they cx-
hibited 1 the numerously hotly contested Scott Act campaigns it they tamely
subnit 1o be robbed of tho well-carned victorics for the sake of any political
party.—dylmer Express.

Manacascai. —Queen Makea, Ratatongo,is a practical temperancoe Re-
former.  For allowing an incrcase of drunhenncss aho has disinissed her police,
and filled thar places with women of_inature age, wlhu aro interested io the sup-
pression of the cvil. They male cXecllent detectives it appears, and exhibit
great abihity an discovering and destroying smaggled spirits.  Advocates of Wo-
man’s Rights, rejoice ! Irxh Temnpdar.

Xt Pays.

A great deal is sad now days abuut hutels nol paying whero the bar l}

ness is stopped.  Hamilton furnishes a practical illuatration of this question.
Fave coffee houses have been started in and around tho market square, and all
arc doing & good businems  Sunco they have been apencd two galonus, whero
whiskey was s0ld, have been closed up because they éid not pay. If it payato
run cotlco and temperance houses i Hamilton, why can't they be made to pay
in other placos 1—Tilsonbury Liberal.

What we Can Bo.

What I wish to do s to Iift the temperance idea to tic level of its patriotic
significance. I know that it has two sides.  Oneis the Christianity that putsity
ann round tho drunkard and enwraps hintin the wannest aympathy, and tries to
plant in his heart as inuch resolntion as he is capaile of. The other sido trics
to make it safe for him to walk the atreets by means of Prohibition.  Woarcan
inventive race, and Wo are ngenious in our statesmanabip. If this docs not aue-
cced, wo will 4ry another nlan.  In Illinuis, one of hier richest men xid: ¢ Givo
e reseiution to pass that open door,™ which led into the dunking-saloon, **and
I will share my wealth with you to-morrow.” He could not duit.  Nodady but
God can plant ina humau soul that viger of resolution which can trample this
appelite under foot.  But there is one thing which law can do, which tho sately
3i ui;lepubhan mstitutions demands, and that is to shut that door.—Wendell

PRillips.,




