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{Ror tho Presbylerian))
THREE OLD S8C00TCH WORTHIES.

BY REV. J. A+ Re DIOCKSON, TORONTO.

III.—ROBERT BLAIR,

Robert Blair was the son of John Blair,
a8 William Row tells us, ¢ & gontleman liv-
in%in the town of Irvine and grandson of
Robert Blair of Windgedge, a brother of
the Laird of Blair, tho ancfent and honor-
ablo family of thatilk,” Xike both Ruth-
orford and Diockson he came of & worthy
stock, His mother was Besale Muir of
the equally ¢ ancient and honorable fagily
of Rowallan,” Ho was born in the year
15908, Ho was tenderly reared and piously
oldnoated ; he telis us that his father was
Wouch addioted to prayer” A grand
thing in & father! the rooi und power of
every ‘religious prinoiple and of every
righteous aotion. = He tells us too *how
tonderly he walked, rofusing to enrioh him.
solf by buying commodities from pirates,
58 his neighbora did, and alio that he was
twios spoiled at sea by pirates, He was
Jeft an orphan, and his mother a widow
when he was only six years of age. At that
time his mother was, in his own words,
# only oivil ” (only decently snd outwardly
religious), but * many years after the Lord
showed her meroy under the ministry of
his worthy and famous servant, Mr, David
Dickson, for she lived near fifly years a
widow after his father's death.” During his
arly yoars he took great delight in “read-
ing Holy Augnstine’s Confessions,” and ac.
sounted it an honour o repéat Mr. Welsh's
Oatechism before Sermon, buth before and
sffer noon, in churoh, Af one Communicn
senson he was greaily ravished in hisspir.
14 nothiat he sarneetly desired to communi.
aate, but, he says, ¢ having gotten my break.
faat I durat not ; for it was then a generally
reosived opinion that the sncrament behoved
fo be'veceived fasting.” This was s relic
of popish superstition that still lingers
among the people, but was discountenanced
by the ministers. However, at the ssoond
fable he was #0 deeply moved that ho de-
fermined $o communicate upon this ground
~it Aftor lnpsor " T thus ressoned with
myself : DId Christ and his disciples cole.
brate this sacrament after aupper, and can
jt be a fanli of mine to celebrate it afier
breakiast ? Sure it éan )be none, so atthe
next table I sat down and communicated.
This was thy work O Lord, to thy poor
shild, to make me thy eovenanted and seal-
od servant.,” This was under tlie niinistry of
David Dickeon, & ministry of which Ruth.
orford wrote : * It is but little that I know
of God; yet thiv I dare write, Ohrist
shall be glorifted in David Dickeon,howheit
munvf be not gathered.,” I am glad
d servant of God, famous and
faithful nningham, sealed your min.
before he fell aslesp ; grace, grace bs
you.”" O that we had more sealed
ministers,  After & carefal training in phil.
osophy under the hands of his brother, Mr.
Wtshm
of Ginegow in 1611, and in 1614 took his
degres of Maater of Arts, and afier two
oars spent in teaching in a publie sehool,
L was appointed regent in his own college,
and the same year, 1616, he was licensed to
preach the Goapol.e Fleming has preserved
an anecdote of this period which is well
worth repeating, ¢ Upon his firat coming
forth to preach, he by s remarkable pro-
had Mr. Robert Bruse of Edin-

vidence
burgb to be his hearer ; and I have heard
himaelf declare, it was his desire to have

the judgment of so. great a man upon
; ourse, whose censure he aaid he
wonld never forget, it has been so much
blessed. It was this, I found,” said he,
“your sermon very polished and digestad,
(which hasindeed easy toone of hisparts
but there is one thing I miss in it, to wit,
the Bpirit of God ; I found not ¢hat.” This
Mr. Biair often_ u&u&od afterwards, it
made & desp and lasting imprestion on
himself, and led him to see this, what
. many do not ses, that it is something elwe
to be a minister of Jesus Christ than
tobs a knowing and eloguent preacher.
While in the minisiry he was colleague
with Mr. Diskson for some time, for Mr.
Diskson went to Irvine while Mr. Blair was
regent, and entered on that work so bless.
ed of Sod to multitades of souls. Heoften
want to Stewarton to assist in that work,
y in the College vacations, snd had
muoh converse with the people, ** and pro-
ghhd,ga t;ns o, u:gre b tgmn tha:x I xlsk
. me, thoug! orant people,
ang proud’uonro lives, oﬂﬁl them, * the
daft people of Stewarton.” I bless the
Tord that ever I was soquainted with that
people, and for the help I had by inter-
letters with blesssd Mr. Dickson
ater ioft the Qollege.” In the College
he sought earnestly {o form the young men
undes his care, to viriue. Robert Baillie
lessed the goodness of God, who in his
tish meroy, did put ihe almost white sud
aised table of his spirit under his hand to
be engraven by ¥ example and labors
gth thol first xﬂo:xt) uu‘ibloi u‘nd mn?in
one, whether of piety or of g
hﬁm: of moral virtue. fn 1628 being
wearied of teaching philosophy, sud on ac.
sount of & dispute with the principle of the
University, he acoapted a eall to the minie-
:nt Baugor, Ireland. Though this was the
plscopal Ohuroh into which he entered,
ke i so without question. In1638 he was
aalled to be colleagne with Mr, Willism
, 8¢ Ayr, sud about the same time
% St Andrew's. The coutention
,—where Mr. Blair bad \
and where he hadendesred hime
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Blair, he entered the University grao
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am in tho hands of tho Assembhly, but I
protest hove in God's preseuce, that I had
rather lay dorm my life than boseparated
from my flock af Ayr” Beautitul twin
graoca, humility and love! Hore ho ex.
eroised his ministry with great success,
till ejeoted in 1002,

Of the charactet of his ministry wo have
no memotialleft, Dr, MoOrio seys, *the
literary remaing of Robert Blair, onco 8o
famous for his wisdom and learning may
bo said to have beon lost to posterity.” But
while this is the caso we aro not withont
some preclons hints of what it would be.
Mr, Blair while rogent, recorded in a note-
book wnany pussaﬁea of God with lis soul
which were the spiritual preparation for hig
life’s work ; these give us inklings, if no
more, of what his minisiry, so wise, so
tender, 8o atrong, so evangelical, would be.
Take these extracts: *1 Porceived that
mauy who make right use of faith in order
to their justifieation, made not direstly use
thereof to sanctification,” *but I hadnof,
before that, learned to make use of faith
as & meaneand instrument to draw holiness
out of Ohrist, the Well of Salvation,
though it may be I1iad both heard that and
spoken that by way of iranslent notion;
but then I learned to purpose that they
who recelvo forgiveness of sins are sanoti.
fled through faith in Christ, as our glorious
Saviour taught Paul, Acts xxvi, 28," “In ¢on-
ference with me, he, (Primate Usher of hal.
lowed memory) desired to know of me what
my mind was oconcerning the nature of
justifying and eaving faith, I told himmy
mind, that I held the accepting of Jesus
Ohvrist as Heis offered in the Gospel, oto..
With this he was well satisfled,” ¢ The
Lord is pleased by trials'to find the faith
of his servants, femching them {fo trust
alone in him who quickeneth the doad.
Gifts and graces, example in others, and
experionoe iu ourselves, may be pinnings,
a8 it wete, in & wall, to farther, encourage
and advance our faith; so msy also the
diligent uee of the means and ordinances of
life. All thess, though in their own place,
may sud do prove useful to our faith and
living thereby ; yet if we offer to make all

.of these, or any of these, the object for our

soul to rest or rely upon, in order either to
our salvation, our sanotifieation, or outgate
from trouble, they are not able to lnpgort
und bear jup the weight, As piunings laid
into the foundations, these all will be
orushed, for they are out of their place and
offios, The Liord Jehovah, in whom alone
is mwot—the Father, I say, in his Bon and
?vgll t—without partners and colleagnes—

be the only object of our faith to rest
on. For this, ses Ps. Ixxii. 2, 5, 6, and in
all these verses compare the word only
wjth the word ruly in the first verse, and
thenoe wo will learn that ‘we do not trul
wait, trust, or hope in God, when we do it
not only, excluding from being the object
all means and helps, outward and inward,
+ Who that knows suything of God ean
be ignorant of this, that every good m
must be performed by strengih and .
ture from the Lord himself.”” ¢ This true
and epiritual knowledge is affectionate and
practionl, as it floweth from the Spirlé of
o, 80 it oarries with it a stream and car-
rent of holy affeotions, and stirreth up to
endeavors and earnestness in holy praoctice,
A litile of this reacheth very far.”

These are the grand key-notes of s min-
istry. We know .that the men of thone
days were not superficial, but deep, spiri-
toal, and very Soriptural. The warrant of
the word was neceesary to every utterance,
hence +oir light shines and their influence

is folt in Sootland still, Yes, with the

ever widening waves of Christian teaching
and example, sud energy, they are being
felt in all the world.

In 1640 ho was sent to Liondon slong
with Henderson, Baillis, and others, to
attend to the affairs of the church during
the formation of the treaty of peace. In
1646 ho was appointed ohaplain to the king.

) An anecdote is told connected with

portion of his lifs by Mr, Willism Vilant,
of St. Andrew's, who afler stating that
sosrcely did he ever know & mord rare
copjunection of these things more eminently
shiining in any one ministsr, than in Mr.
Blair, viz., eminent piety, prudence, and
learning, and a most goaceful. calm tems
per of apirit, tells us that in Oliver Crom-
well's time, when he was oalled before the
English Couneil, they intended to take
his place from him as King's Chaplain,
tut he made such & wise appearauce be-
fore them, that the President said to the
rost, ** It in well that this man is a minis-
ter, for if he were not & minister, he might
vex us all with his great wisdom an
policy ; therofore, let us not take his pen:
sion from him, but let him keep it." And
80 they dlgmiaud him with great respect.

After a season of annoyances at the
hands of the Couneil, in whishhe was con.
fined to Musselburgh, Kirkealdy and Aber-
dour, and where he was ever angaged in
ths work of God—he died in the Castle of
Couston, in the parish of Aberdeen, Aug.
27, 1666, aged 72, He was buried in Aber.
dour ehurchyard, where he now awaits the
morning of the resurrection of the blessed.
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LETTER FROM SCOTLAND.

Editor BRITIsE ANRAICAN PRESBITERIAN
Dxar Siz,—I would not Lave troubled
you with my ideas on the subjects mention.
od in an article inyour paper of 11th Aug.,
hoaded * Roms to Edinburgh,” but some of
the striotutes are so severe Ieannotlet them
1 don’s know what kind of ears your
correapondent has reference o in his letter,
but T have travelled s good deal belween
Aberdesn and Torquay, and I never saw
any sush a8 he Jeseribes. To be sure, I
gonerally travelin ssoond, class, but I have
been & good deal in third, snd & Hitle in
first. I eomsider the Oauadisn railway
apstem superior to the PBrithh in many re-

spoots. The first-olnssonrringes aro luxurie
ous, inasmuoh as thoy were just well-stnffed
arm ohairs, and only sixin & oarrisge, threo
on each side, The second are well cushion-
od, both seat and baok, and many of the
hird ave oushionod too, though many are
not. If people emoko whoro they should
not, the guard will slop the nuisance as
goon as ho is informed of it ; but a smoking
oar in Canads beats anything I have seon

horo, With regard to sohool-houses many
of the old onuva are poor onough, but not
quito go poor as stiil abound in Canads,
and the new ones being buill everywhere
are very haudsome, both in town and coun.
try, and generally have & house for the
toacher. The new churohes in Scotland,
too, are very handeome, and are boin
well arranged for heatling snd ventilation.
Somoe of the old ones aro not very comfort
able, but I think a good many in Ontario
oan be very honestly pladed in the same
oategory. I think the great fault in Britain
now is the advance in luxury in every thing
almost, and it is pretty much the samein
Ontario. I went @ short time ago to
Athelstaneford in this country, expeoting to
geo a venetable little old ohurch where the
auihor of ¥ The Grave" used to preach,
but instead, there was one of the prettiest
little new churches I bave seen in Sootland,
and built after the correst eplsoo;{’al fashion,
with the ten commandments behind the
raised platform on which, in a corner stood
the little pulpit. There was no precenter's
box or seat. Thers were texts in old Eng-
lish letters overthe doors and windows, ands
there was 2 box on the front of the plat-
form with I, H. 8. on it,just like the Episco-
%31 table, and this is the * Parish Church.”
ith regard to scenery the countries are so
different that it is not easy to make oom-
parison, but as I lived about four yesrs in
Quebeo, I know it preity well. As a town,
to compare it with Edinburgh would only
make one laugh, but the views of the river
and country are very beaatiful. Still, I
think the views from the oastle of Edin-
burgh or Arthur Seat on a fine, cloar day,
are superior not only to Quebeo,but toa y
place I have seon as yet. Then the poor
Sooteh weather. Yoursorrespondentoan't
remember a “whole day of sunshine.
Well, I oan’t think where he lived, but in
Howe HStreet which is nearly the lowest
ground in the new fown., I saw mauny a
whole day of sunshine in the months of
May, June and July, From the Sth of
May ill the 22nd July, I was in the good
town,and a finer summer Inever saw either
in Seotland or Ontario, whers I lived some
Sorty years, I heard of great heat in Eng-
Iand, but my thermometer in the shade
never reache e{ﬁty. and only seventy-five
thees or four times, It was very dry in
some parts, but we had some nice showers

now and then in Edinburgh, and the

gardens wers beautiful. By the bye, two
more stattues have been put up since last I
wrote you. One to David Livingstone ia
ereoted olose to Hoott's monument, and will
be seen by thousands every day on their
way to the great North British rallway
station. Itisavery handsome and striking
statue, and is the production of Mrs.D. O.
Hill, a very talented lady. The other is &
splendid equestrian statue of the * Good
Prince Albert,” erected in Charlotte Square
at the West end of George Strest. It
stands on a solid pedestal of Aberdeen
granite, and is a very fine piece of sculpture.
T think George Street, Edinburgh, with 8t.
Andrew's Square and its fine monuments
at its East end, and Charlotte Square with
the Prinos’'s monument at the West end, to
say nothing of Pitt and George the Fourth's
in'the middle, is equal to any street either
in Canada or the United States. Yours
faithlully, Scocr OANADIAN,

Dunbar, 7th September, 1876.

THE PASS WORD OF THE
CATACOMBS, .

BY PROFESSOR JULXS DELAUNAY.

The glory of Rome lies with the dust of
her oatacombs. Amidst the martyrs’ bones
are the martyrs’ names. On the tombs is
the record of their faith, their obedienoce,
their viotory, the palm, the orown, the
triumph~—for they overcame! Never did X
walk the streets of Rome ~without feeling
that with every footfall ! X was awkening

3 | an echo in the oaverns of the precious dead ! '\
1 had come to Rome it seazch of the light | B¢

of the apostles’ dootrine,}4aud I found it
(eureka) in the oaverns beneath her. A
hermit (don Geronimo) once employed by
the Roinan Congregation of Relios as &
oconservator of the eatacombs, eaid, ¢ Come,
and I shall be thy guide.” * Edio sarola
tua guida.” We both tied a lamp aronnd
each other's ankle, and as did David, who
8000 years before us, went exploring under
Mount Zion, the foundations for the temple,
and set his harp to the tane, * Thy word,
O Lord, is » lamp on my feet,” andso
with our small lamps, we peered through
the gloom that shronded onoe the infant
chureh. ¢ Pause,” says Geronimo, * here
every ounisider to gain admittance in these
oatacombs had to give & cortain pass word."”
It was that form of doctrine once deliver-
od unto the saints. The angels of the
oharolh, from A.D, 85 to 815, Linus, Cletus,
Ana Oletus, Clemens, Evaristus, ete., suo-
sseded ench other as the guardians of that
doctrine, Eanch wors & bridal ring on his
finger, and on that ring was & aignet, and
on the signet was that pass-word or form
of dostrine. None understood the word

ozeept ho that reeeived i, and that

- “«

i

word was

s | fellows

“IOHTHYS," or Tieh
which ocontaina the initials of Jrsous,
Cnnisros, Turou, Uros, Sorrw, or Josus
Christ, God's 8on, Savionr.,” Thus, overy
church of Aseia had a sign, soal, or pase-
word. When the disoiple of John—(Poly-
oarpo) angol of tho churoh of Smyrna-
sont to tho banks of tho Rhone at Lyons,
the two missionaries, frenousand Pothinus,
he eonled their commission lotter with the
s0al of tho Ohurch at Smyrna, and on it
was * the orown of life” (Rev, ii. 10), and
theletters which fimothy sent to Paul at
TRoms wero soaled with the soal of Ephesus,
and on it was the treo of lifo (Rov, ii. 7).
That geal of the angel of the Church of

g | Rome, now worn by tho Popes, is yotcalled

the seal of the fisherman, beoauss of the
mystio fish, It is commonly believed that
the fish on that ring wes the sign of the
prophet Jonah—typifying the death, burial,
and rvesurreotion of Christ. And this was
the form of dootrine once delivered to the
gaints buvied in there catacombs, eaid
Goronimo. Tho acocess t9 the catacombs
whioh we first visited was by & narrow
flight of steps, almost perpendionlar. We
were in the cemetery of St. Priscilla. On
one of the first tombs we read the two
words *,0ro nos,” Don Geronimo remind.
ed me of this frequent exclamation upon
tombs (words of the oharges of Paul to the
churches) ; the Pauline, *I beseeoh you,"
a8 in Rom. xii. 1, and the oro nos, seem to
bring fresh to tha memory of every one
that entered, **ow, I beseesh you (oro
nos) brethren, mark them whioh cause
divisions and offences conirary to the
pooTriNE which they had received, and
avoid them."” 1Itis thus that the fish be.
camo the conventional form of dootrine,
and meant ¢ Christ” in everyeys. Henoe,
gays Geronimo, & ship upon a Dolphin,
signified a church of Ohrist, i.e,, & church
built n%on Christ. The fish phibboleth, of

ip, was served to the Christians at
their love-foast, It was deposited into the
baptismal font, which they called Piscina,
from Piscis, fish.

In this form of dootrine, or apostles’
dootrine, the churoh of Rome continued
steady, full of faith, and obedience, and
generous heroism unto blood for 800 years.
Bride of Christ, she walked after the Spirit,
not after the flesh, and atood not under
condemnation ; and adorning the doctrine
of Christ with the lives of her saints, she
k?t her garment unspotted from the world
till the day when sitting npon the lap of
the emperors, she coramitted fornioation
with the kings of the earth, and coasing to
be a spiritual became a secular and
politioal power. An offspring was born to
the adulteress, and history oalled her
# Popery.” From henceforth the form of
dootrine beoame deformed, till the day
when it became reformed by Luther, and
Calviu, and the other Reformers.
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A COLLEOTOR'S EXPERIENOE.

No. one groets us with ¢ what, bagging
again : I never saw the like; ils give give
fovever; one might just stand with their
hand in their pooket all the time. Bui
you won't be contented without I give you
something so here's fifty cents, and I think
I do preity well when I give that.”

No. two says * well, really it is too bad :
you have eaught me at home, for I have
been fortunate enough to be out svery time
the collectors callad for the last year and a
half. ‘Well, since you have caught me, I
suppose I muit give something, and X think
fifty cents should satisfy you,”

No. three meets us with : ¢ No, yon need
not ask me for anything. T think it wonld
be more like the thing it you eame with
something to give me, and besides four
times & year is too often : now I will give
you twenty-five cents, and I do not want
30 see you again for a year.”

« Suyely,” says No four.!* you do not mean
$o ask me for anything; I have just begun
business, and you must let me havs a
fair start before you come begging from

«Pleago lot me see the book,"says No.five,
+and then I oan better tell whatis expected
of me; I waut to be thought as respectable
a8 my neighbors, but I see no necessity for
being more generous than they—waell here
is thirty oents; that is neither loast or
most that has been given, butthat willdo
for wne,”

8o you have found me,haveyon 2" anys
No. six. “Well I am on the saving list
just now, and so I maust economise, and
this giving is the best thing to begin with,
as I will give you fifty cents instead of my
usual dollar, and as that is as much: as
those rich fellows give that you have the
names of, I will keep it at that after this.”

No. seven says,"No I havenothing togive,
times are too hard, and charity begins at
home, (oharity does s flourishing business
at homs too, for sheis dressed in silk, laces,
and ‘ewelery? 80 you must really excuse
me this time.”

No, eight runs out ihe baok door as we
entor by the front, snd thinks he is 8o
smatt to have escaped us in that way.

Now dear friends, is it any wonder that
the Missson Board have ever and anon $o
ory out * Poverty,” when members of our
oburch give in snch » stinted and begrndg-
ing manner? Is it_any wonder that we
hear of cold and dead oongregations
throughout our noble

Domidion when the
Mission Board have $o tell us that ahe isin

debt? ia it not & disgraco that our congre-
gations had to bo fuxzed that that debt
could bo canocotled, And what bottor will
1t be noxt year? nono uuless wo sare
roused to a seoso of daty in this mattor of
giving, God could oasily oarry on the
great and glorious work of tha ingathering
of tho heathen to himaself without our puny
agsistance, but he has honored us by allow-
ing us to givo—of tho monns ho has given us
to help on thia worl.

Soarch the SHeriptures and you will be
surprised at tho many biessings, promised
for tho cheerful performauco of this one
duty, God olauned the tenth from the Is-
raoitos of ald: ond can wo expeet his
blessing who throw vur paltry cente to him
aston Dbeggar? surely not. O that the
pirit of liberality wonld decend on us, to
quicken us; then would tho dry bones riso
up an exceeding great army to fight the
hattles of the Lord. M

v———“—
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Senfor and Junior Pastors.

Fditor BuiTisst AMERICAN PRESDYTERIAN,

Dear Bir,—It appears from the proceed.
ings of the last meeting of the Toronto
» Presbytery, that an attempt is being made
to extend the system of double pastorshipe,
to an extent that is caleulated to becoms in-

jurlous to the churches, Itis the part of
wisdom to narrowly soan any ohangoe that
is attompted to ba made on our old and
wiasely established sustoms.

It appears that one of the oldest and mos
respected ministers of the Presbytery has
been compelled, through inoreasiug bodllf
infirmity, to tender the resignation of his
charge. The churches interested, through
their representatives, for the reasonc assign.
od, did not oppose his resignation, and after
bearing testimony to the high esteem in
whioh their minister is held, giving subsian-
tial proof of it, bly’ promising (according to
their means) & liberal retiring allowance.

Tnstead of omrrying out the thus ex-
prossed wishes of both Pastor snd goople,
the Presbytery has for the purpose of hon.
ouring the retiring pastor, referred the ease
back to the parties, to see if an srrange.
ment oan be made, whereby the retiring
minister may, for the sake of the honour,
i,tilltrouln o position nominally as senior

astor.

Tt hins been customary for large churches,
especially in cities, when, through the in-
oresaing infirmity of the Pastor, he is un.
able to keep up with the work required of
him, to call an assistant to labour with, and
suoseed him in his pastorate. Few Ithink,
wonld call in-question the wisdom of such
s coutse, But it-is quite s different-thing-
to the retaining the name of & retired minir.
tor on the roll as senior Pastor, wmerely for
the sake of conferring honour upon him,
when all the duties and responsibilities are
to be undertaken by the junior Pastor.
Now, common equity, not to apeak of Chris-
tian conrtesy, would decide that the man
who undertakes all the responsibility, and
performs all the duties, is entitled to what-
ever honour there may arise therefrom.

No one aoquainted with the highly, and
deservedly respected minister in question,
wonld object to the Presbytery conferring
upon all the honour within their power,
provided it be mot at the expenes of the
ohurches vnder consideration or his sue-

censor.

Were the plan adopted, suggested by
those zaalous brethren in the Presbytery,
the pecple would bedeprived of offering his
suacessor o ocertain consideration, evidently
set much stors by, by those brethren, viz.,
the honovr of being chief Pastor of those
churches. It does not requirs muoch know-
ledge of human nature to know, that an
active, zealous, and talented young proba.
tivner, who would haveno hesitation in ac-
oepting a uall as the sole Pastor of the
churches, would refuee to take the porition
of junior Pastor of two small eountry con-
gregations, it may be for ten or twenty
years to come. It wonld be unjust to the
junior pastor in another respeet, insemuch
as he would be deprived from taking his
rightful position amongst other ministers
in the Ohurch Courts, as the senior Pactor
wonld atill be entitled to that honour.

Wers this case to be decided in the
way deeired by those members of the Pree-
bytery, we would find that the next infirm
minister retiring from sactive duty, wonld
consider himuelf slighted, if not honoured
in the same way. And so the evil wenld
kesp incrensing, until s new order of church
office-baarers wers eatablished, at present
unknown {o Presbyteriauism,

Teeling confident that the parties to.
whom the matter has been again referred,
will give the Presbytery intimation in un-
mistakable language, that they know best
what is for their own interests, I shall not
therefore at present take up more of your
valuable spase, in combating the introdus-
tion of this anti-Presbyterian system.

King, Sept. 19th, 1876. Equiry.

A Palpable Mistake.

Baltor BRITISR AMERICAN PRESBYTEZRIAN,
8ir,—In a short paragraph at the botiom
of the middle column of the 3rd page of
your latest izsue, I find certain figures given
as the number of Protestant churches in
Palestine, of Protestants in Jerusalem, and
of children attending Protestant schools in
the same city. The numbers are evident-
1y greatly axaggerated, thongh I do not
grotend to be able to give the correct
res. The faot that the folal p?ulaﬁon.
of Jerusalem at present is set down in
Smith's Bible Dictionery at 17,000 is suf-
ficient proof of the error.

These current pnﬁfnphl which go the
round of the periodioal press are so often
unreliable that it wounld take Argus himself
to take note of, and sorreot all the blanders.
they originafe aund perpeinate.

Yours Traly,
Toronto Sept. 35¢h, 1876,




