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ENGL.ISH COPYRIGHT.

PAI'LTS TIIAT Alt îîEING 1'OUN> WVITII

A 13ILL was before the liotise of Lords
the other day proposing to makec

soute changes in the presenit copyright
Paw In mov.ing the second reading Lord

llilonkswelI said ils object was to an'.cnd
sonie of the most serionis defects in the
prescrit la'.v of copyright. it '.vas niainly
lounded on the report of the Royal Coin-
llljsîon On Copyright Of 1878. It deait in
Uic first place with magazine copyright. and
1îroposcd to repeal the iSth Section of the
Ict of 184:, and to cnact that thc copy-
righit should be vested in the author, subject
to certain qualifications, one of which was
that the author was not ta publish separ-
aîely until ailer the expiration of three ycars
frorn publication. The bill also, proposed
to repeai the Lectures Copyright Act, 1835,
and to give the lecturer copyright withot
an>' ufeless .formalities, but permitting a
newspaper report unless expressiy prohibited
by the lecturer. Copyright in a book wvould
carr) with it the right 10 abridge, and no
abridgment should be issucd without the
author's consent in cases where the atîthor
retaincd an interest in the sale, thoughi not
in the copyright. WVith reference 10 the
dramatisation of noveis, at presenit it was
easy for any person ta take the whole plot
cf a novel and practically reproduce the
novel itself in a dramatic formn without any
legal infringement of copyright. The bill
proposed to convert these moral int legal
infringements. It was furthcr provided
that the British Museum authorities shouid
combine with the publisher ofevcery book in
certifying the date of flrst publication, and
ihat a certified copy of the entry of the date
cf pu.blication should bc prima facie evidence
cf that date in aIl courts. Thie provisions
cf the bill had heen most carefully thrashed
oui. not ont", by the Society of Authors, but
by the Publîshers' Association and the Copy-
right Association. lie askcd their lord-
ships 10 give the bull a second reading, and
refer il to a select coinmilice. (1Icar. hear.)

The Earl of Duîdley said the Cov.ernment
were preparcd tc0 assent ta the second read.
ing of tne bill on the condition that the
noble lord woîîld not proceed further with it
during the prescrnt session. The whoic
question of copyright at te prescrnt moment
was in a very unsettled state, and negotia-
dions were now being carried on betwen
this couîntry and the colonies and forcign
countnes. If a question of thîs kînd was
Io be deait wîîh ait ail, it shouid bc deait wîîth
a> a whole. and flot in the pieccmneal
mariner proposed in the bill. Wlien the
negotialions cf whîcli hie had spoken wce
completed the Iloord of Trade would be
rready ta introduce a bill dealingnfot only

%vith the amendmcnt of the copyright law,.
but also çith consolidation.

L.ord Tltrîng sîipported lte bill.
Lord }lerschell said if lte bill was te-

ferred to a select commilîc, il could itot
interfèe with the negotiations which were
taking place. and miglît aftcrivards greatly
assist the Governînient in framing a bill.

The Lord Chancellor thought that te
subject was onc '.hich ît'ight be assisted, by
the deliberations of a select cotmmiittee. lie
therefore thought their lordships would do
iveli to rend te bill a second tinte and rc-
fer il t0 a select comîî'iîtec, 'hotîgit he
did flot bclie'.' that it wouid resuilt in acîtial
legislation this vear.

'l'ie bill was rend a second lime and re-
ferred to a select commitîc.

PROPOSED OANADIAN COPYRIGHT.
Yromn dit Engili itooicmn.

T UERE seems t0 be a very generai fel.-
ing it Canada thal before long a copy-

right law wilI be passedl on the following
lines : As scion as a 1b00k is published in
England it shail bc open to any one to ntake
application t0 Ottawa for the right cf issuing
a.special Canadian edition. The Govern-
ment wilI then write 10 the English pub.
lisher. asking %vitether any arrangements
have been made with a Canadian finrt, and
giving a definite tinte for reply. Should
there ik no response, or the reply be in the
negative, the applicant %vill receive permis.
sion to, issue the book aI whatcvcr price, he
chooses, providing hie pays 10 the Govern-
ment a royalty cf io per cent. on the pub-
lished price of ail copies soid. This royalty
the Governient wilI then forward 10 the
English author or publisher. Under these
circunitances. naîîîraily. no Anierican or
English edition 'vill be adiîîted mbt Can-
ada.

The question which is still in dispute is
whcther the Canadian publisher shail enter
mbt negotiations with the English publisher
or shali deal directly with the English
author. Somne Canadian printers do flot
seemt willing 10 tecognize the right of the
English publishcr to interfère in the matter;
but the majority. wvho for years have had
pleasant business relations ivith England.
are anxious to conttinule on the old footing
They say to the English pîîblisher : 1-When
you have a book coming out by some popu.
lar author you should write to us suggesting
terni.s for the Canadian edition. *rite best
thing you can do is 10 siîppiy us with a set
of sîecotype plates, and mes would print an
edition front thein, and would thus save ail
the expense of composition. Instcad of
the ten per cent. wiîich would bc forwarded
yoîî by Govcrnmcnî if yoîî have made no
sucit arrangement, we might very wcll be
able 10 pay you a royalty of filîcen or even

twcnty lier cent., which )-ou could (livide
witlî the atîthor.'' Th'is plant seîuîs leasiblc
enotîgh, as te Eitglish publisiter wvould stili
bce able 10 coîttrol thc price of the Canndian
editicît, and ie wvo'l.îd of course. only make
arrangemets wvith firms wlîose commercial
standintg anti capabilities werc well know..n
to hini ; in fact, the Canadian pîîblislier
would to, aIt intenîs and purposes aCt as iris
agent.

IlTwo points," according to rThe Biook-
majn. Ilmust, ltowe'.er, bc remeîîtbered by
the Canadian publisier. lThe new law ntust
on no account be retroactive, or te generai
conîfusion that wihl inevitably ensue is awful
to contemplate. And then il must not be
torgotten that the reading public of Canada
is not large, andi that on!>' in the case of a
few very popular writers will a Canadian
editiün have the least chance of stîccess. A
few Canadiai' ptîbiishers hope for great
lhings wlten the new la.'. contes mbt force.
Unless thcy are very carefîîl thîey wili btîrn
their ftîtgers badly.-

MR. M'BETH'S CAREER.

Rcv. R. G. '%ci3eth, ofAtuguistine Church,
%Vinnip)eg. lthe auchor of the rieur work
"Th7Seikirk Selliers in Real lifc." has

had a distinguisheui and remarkable career.
Hc w.as born at Kildonan, his father being
one of the original settlers. At the parish
schooi hie '..as Ilister prizemnan, a prize cont-
tested forby the contmon schoois of Mani-
loba. At Iatitoba college lie look the 1.ord
Dufferin silve'r miedal and also, graduated
froni the u.niversity with a miedal. lie then
sîîîdied lawv. being arîiclcd 10 Hughi J.
Macdonald, of.Nacdionald &,. Tupper. fliiring
his la'.v course he volinîeercd for service in
the suppression of thic 5 reheilion*. serving
through it as lieutenant in No. i Kildonan
Company. being prescrnt in tht action at
Frcnchman's Btutte. for which hie has the
Northwcest medai and clasp. AI'ter practis-
ing law one and a haif years hie îîîrncd his
attentionîto1 theology. lile is at prescrnt
pastor of a congregation situntcd in ont of
the ntost picturcsqîîe suburban districts of
Winnipeg, which bears the historie naine of
Fort Rouge, after anc of te famous forts of
La Verandrye. Iiis literary lastes are of a
high order. as is evidenceri by his ably
written articles in The Wecstminster Maga-
zinc. Toronto. Juis work just pîîjblishcd
'.viii bc read. with great intcrest.

Prof. Suîlly has revised his ni,,nozr.tîuh on
children - " -Studies in Childhood'- - t0
bring it more uî'ithin the popular grasp. lie
lias re-written some Chatîters, added others,
and introduccd niany new stories. The
resutîl. 10, bc calcd 1 "Children's W"a»:,
will vittually be a new work.


