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out to the trade will be described and
sote information as to ticir sellan quali-
tics, etc., given.

The figures of imports for the first four
maîonthsi of the present year show a slight
increase as comipared with the Jaiuary to
April period an a X395 . 'l'e figures are:
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THE DUTY ON TEXT BOOKS.

T HE tariff reglations governing the
importation of text books and other

educational works un our col!ege curri.
culumin is apt, according to some amenbers
of the book trade, to le very confusing.
Text books imtîported for bona fide
students or for use iii public libraries, pro-
vided such books are not pranted in Can-
ada, cat be brouaght li free if thre importer

iakes an affadavit to the effect that the
books inported are to Ie plut to this parti-
cular ase. Tlie trade admit that in thcory
the idea ->i not taxaag the source of
knowledge for thre budding generation is
correct, but hold that in practice it leads
to considerable blither and annoyance.
For instance, a bookseller nay import in
thre fall before the college terni begins
llirty-five volumes of Gray's Blotany ins the

expectatiot that the students will be cus-
tomiers of his to that extent. Ile, of
course, has to deposit his atldavats front
lthe <uliege authunties or labrarian that tite
books cole under the frece provisions of
the taiff. This of course dos not guar-
aatre that the stiadenats widl boy thre books
is questiun, and should they not they

lis vatithi to le on the shelves, or after
lthev lave so fait, the trader has tu hunt
ipa bis amvoices and pass anientry in
otder to sel! liten to ordinary custohmers.
Thiat i, if lie is conscientious. If not, the
temptation Io fraud iîust bc frequeaitly
too great to be resisted. For instance, a
customter, not a student, asks for the
works ait question. The mlitegrity of the
dealer is great intdeed who refises to sup-
ptly hit with the book because lie is iot
a student, or if l docs do so hastens to
pass atn eantry for lthe single volume so
sold. lit a word. tie clause must be
uiworkable tai aany instaances and the
law evaded. Tie duty is Oc. per lb., and
it wousld bc tar more consistent if tihe
(overnmatuent slonild mitake no exception ai
al.

OF INTEREST TO OANADIANS.

G.I. IPutrnam's Sons have published a
volume under tl.e general title of "'The
United States and Great llratain," and
which will contain threc monographs, as
follows. (r) "'i'he Relations Heetween the
United States and Great Britain," by
lDavid A. WVells, reprint (issued under the
authorization of thre publishers of 'ihe
North Anericani Review)of the article by
Mr. Vells, printed ir. the April number of
'ihe Review, rewritten and augniented ;
(2) " 'Te True Monroe I)octrine," by
Edmunid S. Plhelps, LLt.,âte Miniister
to Great Britain, a reprint of the address
delivered some weeks back by )r. lhelps
in Brooklyn, also rewritten with important
additions; and (3) " Arbitration," by Carl
Schuarz, a reprint, with a few changes, of
the address recently delivered by Mr.
Schurz in Washington.

A MISSIONARY BOOK.

'he New York Independent has this
to say of "A Lone Woman in Africa," the
experiences of six years' labors on the
Kroo Coast by Miss Agnes McAllister, a
Canadian lady, who went out to Africa as
one of ilishop Taylor's sclf.supporting
baud of nissionaries :

" If there is a dull page in this book
we have not round it. Miss McAllister
has been working with Ihshop Taylor's
mission in the darkest part of the Dark
Continent. ilis report of ber is that she
is a 1 Christian heroine.' The book makes
the sane impression, with this point
added, that she carries her burden with a
Ight heart, and lier spirits rise as diffi-
culty and sacrifice deepen. For nearly
ciglit years site has beci at work, now in
one department, now in another, and
made a success mn ail. iIer book is full
of graphic dehneations of the savages and
lier work aniong them as doctor, nurse
and Christian teacher. Some of the
tribal legends are curious and aniusing,
as, for exanple, that which accounts for
the suai as bot and the moon as cold, or
the African theory of the devil. li con.
nection with utese we note also Mass Mc-
Allster's visit to the Devil's Den. The
great point an the book is its encouraging
report froi a dark and far-away land."

THE TRENT AFFAIR.
Canadian readers may be interested in

a new book published by the isowen.
Merrill Co., Indianapolis and Kansas
City (crown Svo., glit top, $1.50,) by Prof.
Thomllas L. Ilarris, A. M., of Chicago
Umiversity, eantitled ' The Trent Affair."

NEW PORTFOLIO&
Several simple portfolios are of German

origan. One of them is nerely an empty
book cover having two spiked strings for
threading the papers, the strings being
aed in loops after each fresht addition.

The other portfolio bas affixed to the
ianner side of the uanderaneath cover two
narrow and very flexible ametal strips, one

at the bottoni conter, the other at the
top. On these the documents arc thread-d.
To secure them, a narrow piece of wood,
punctured at the ends, is threaded on top
of tlem, and the projecting ends of the
metal are clamped down over it. I'wo
loops with which the ruler is supplaed are
slid over tlc bent metal ends, thus secaur-
ing firmnness of position.

BOOKSELLING IN ST. PETERSBURG.IN writing from the Russian capital,
Edward Legge, author of "Killed at
Saarbruck," gives- this sidelight upon

"the trade " there: "You have not by
any means exhausted the outdoor sights
of St. Petersburg until you have strolled
through the Gastinoi Dvor and peered
into perhaps the most curious aggregation
of shops in the world, with the single ex-
ception of the sinilar institution at Nlos.
cow. Here you have under your eyes
both Old and Ncw Russia. There is a
laudable attempt to group thie shops aaa
this amazing market an accordance with
the various branches of the trades
represented ; but this groupement is,
I an told, less successful in the
St. Petersburg than in ite Moscow
amart. The jewelers and the booksellers
and the toy merchants have chosen the
eastern (that is, the Nevsky Prospekt)
side of the bazaar, and here is to be
found a depot for every imaginable de-
scription of literary wares which will bear
comparison with tie celebrated Mellier's.
Under the Gastinoi Arcades you wili sec
soie of the elite of St. Petersburg order.
ing, selecting, or idly turning the leaves
of the world's lterature. Studious mean
bers of the diplomatic world favor this
shop, and pretty women resort to it wlen
they are in quest of a volume which they
have been unable to get elsewhere, even
at the renowned Meilier's.

"Ii the mazes and purlieus of the
Gastinoi Dvor you will meet with the
genuine Russian tradesmnan-not the Ger-
umant or Frencli importation, but a true
child of the great Whiite Czar, his long
coat buttoned up to the chn, and his feet
encased in top-boots which look sone-
times as if they had not beei cleancd
since tlhey were polished up last Epiphaty,
wlen their owner generally smartened
hinself to see the great cercnony of bless.
ing the Neva. In the majority of cases
the booksellers'clerks wear the traditional
peasant costume, especially in the sui-
mer and carlyautunn, whenî the pelisse is
cast aside and the shirt and belt are visible.
Wlaen you enter the bookshop of such a
genuine son of the soil as lie wlon I
have depicted you arc greeted with.
I What do you want ? " which somehow

sounds less rude in Russ-"'Tshto vaan
ougodno?" Neither the master nor lias
clerks seeni to care very much what you
purchase, or, indecd, whether you buv
anything at ail. I found other traders an
this congeries of shops more persistent ;
and others, again, business being slack
(though Ietersburg was in full season, for


