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reach it. More recent investigations and clinical observations
lead to opposite conclusions. After weighing the data at band
the author coicludes that the pleural cavities are readily acces-
sible to bacterial invasion, and that the great, majority of
pleurisies with effusion are due to infection with tubercle
bacilli. This is proved by autopsy findings, methods of exact
diagnosis and subsequent clinical histories. The so-called
idiopathic dry pleurisies are likewise usually tuberculous.

The subjective symptons of inflammation of the pleural
apices often simulate those of mivalgia or rheumatisi.

Tuberculosis should be suspected in every case of pleurisy
or persistent pain in the chest or shoulder whicli camot be
ascribed to other causes, and if the physical examination
proves negative, the patient should be regarded as tuberculouis,
and should be Iept under careful observation. The tuberculini
test mav be relied ipon to confirmn or exclude the tuberculous
.jature. of pleurisy in Case of doubt.

The application of these principles will lead to an earlier
recognition of tuberculois disease of the hmngs, and to the in-
stitution of a treatment at a period 'which will in many cases
secure to the patient most important advantages in bis pros-
pects for recovery.-Inlersiale elfed. Jour.

The Medical Man, Anno Dom'ni 1906.
The rapid evolution of scientifie medicine presents us vith

an ever-siftig kaleidoscope of professional knowledge. The
practitioner of to-day, no matter wbat bis standing or his
peculiar bent, inmst keep abreast of main advances, or in a few
years lie vill find himiself lagging hopelessy in the race. In
se vide a field be cannot hope to know particularly more than
one or two branches and to have a general acquaintance with
the rest of the inultitudinous subjects that fall wvithin the
range of modern iedicine. TIdeed, it seems almnost hopeless
for the gencral practitioner, burdened as lie is with incessant
calls upoi bis ener, to keep himiself vell educated from the
professionai point of view. Even vhiere post-graduate educa-
tion is at band, it requires no little determination to fnd the
necessary time to attend classes and deTonstrations. The
medical diplomate or graduate is turned ont froin school or uni-
versity 'a highly fnished educational product, clarged with a
vast amoimt of information that will be simply an ecum-
brance to him when called 0 upon to discharge the end and aim
of his adopted career, namely, to comfort and heal the sick.
There are several savinig clauses, however, iii. the compact be-


