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cause in the wound. This tension is apparently
but one form of physiological unrest, the pent-
up fluid causing stretching and pressure on the
injured nerve-filaments in the wound, and con-
sequent vaso-motor disturbance, resulting in
rise of temperature. But these fluids, on the
cther hand, may have decomposed, and may then
produce septic fever, from absorption, it is sup-
poused, of the noxious matters so generated, into
the blood.

Now, to avoid both these sources of danger,
we must provide some way for the free escape
of these fluids, whether by drain-tube, strip of
lint, gutta-percha, or other substance interposed
between the lips of the wound. But we must
beware, in placing a foreign body in the latter
for the sake of carrying off its secretions, that
this body be not present in such amount, in such
a way, or for such a time, as itself to produce
undue irritation. For it would thus, as I said
before, defeat its own object, and provoke dis-
charge. This is a point we are all constantly
liable to forget, and do forget frequently, in the
use of the ordinary drain-tube. It is often
made unnecessarily large, and left in too long.
Again, drainage should not be taken to mean
merely conveying the secretions out of the
wound, but also as far as possible away from
the latter, so as to keep it in as dry a condition
as may be for the reasons given. Remember
always that dry organic substances are less liable
to rapid decompositicn than moist under similar
conditions.

Turning now to the question of rest, we must
bear in mind that the term as applied to wounds
should have its fullest physiological signification.
1t should not be merely regarded as the absence
of movement of the limb during and after the
operation. A wounded part may probably be
kept in a state of unrest quite as much by the
continuous contact with it of an ivritant fluid,
whether applied as a dressing or accumulating
in its own tissues, by a clumsy or misplaced
drainage-tube, or by an unevenly applied band-
age, as by being moved about or roughly
handled, and the consequent constitutional dis-
turbance may be equal or even greater. If,

- during the operation, the wound be wiped over
with any particularly stimulating solution, be
it of alcohol, carbolic acid, or anything else, a

very real irritation of the exposed nervefila.
ments and tissues is induced, and we violate
one of the first laws of physiological rest,
Cleansing solutions, then, should be as weak as
possible compaitibly with the preservation of
their special properties. Buthow much greater
is the irritation when we sponge and scrub the
face of a wound with strong solutions and with
unnecessary zeal, as many are often forgetful
enough to do, myself amongst the number
Such treatment is usually followed by copious
reactionary outpouring of serum. Some wounds,
it is true, have to be energetically excited to
promote a decided reaction for special purposes,
but not those of amputation, where we mostly
have fresh clean-cut tissues. In arresting the
then, and in cleansing,
a drainage-tube ia the
wound, we should aim at doing only as much
to the raw surface as is absolutely necessary,
and no more ; and our cleansing solutions should
not be too strong or used too long. In apply-
ing, also, our first dressing, we should use a3
much care as if it were going to be left on for
weeks. And, if it could be left on for weeks,
it would be so much the better. The wound
thus at rest would be inclined to pour out only
as much plastic material as would be necessary
for union and could be rapidly organized, avd
would not be excited over and over again at
each dressing to give out more fluid material in;

primary heemorrhage,
stitching, and placing

_the shape of serum or pus. And supposing that .

we regard bacteria as hurtful, a wound compara-;
tively dry from lack of excitement would offer
a very unfavourable soil for their propagatiqﬁ; j
even if they had access to it, Suppose, then,
two dressings perfectly pure in the first instance,
that one would manifestly be best. for the Wq@éf
which could be left on longest. This, too, We-
are often liable to forget in our anxiety tO’»Se":ﬁ_"’
how all is going on about the part operated 0%
To the patients, also, it is in many cases of
almost incalculable importance that they should
be spared not only the pain of disturbing?;l‘ahe
dressing, but, often far more, the mental:@
tress they go through at such a time. P
and anxiety are two powerful depressants,
vital force ; and it may make the differen
life or death to a feeble individual exhaust
disease, whether he have an extra twent




