
TILE ANCIENT MINEItB OF LÂKPE tvriC>o

throuii all itii vast unoeeupied wilderzies8eq, as toprec1utàl the Posa.i-
bility that there yet may ho diticovered aunotwg tho rccsies of' its3
foreits, grave uiioiînd(s of the alecit Brachye-Plbalic race, wbose
phymicaI clharacteriisties svei clearly to prove that the race of' the
tuouuid-builerà of Amierica anid the red 1,îdi:rn tribcs tinit succeedcd
to the forests are distincet.

Thio nuinerous aincieut implemnents aîîd iveapons of' copper already
found ini the mining regions of Lake Superior, oîitirely correspond
witli the other evidenees of combined operation protracted over long
pcriods of time, disclosed by the aneut Oîxtonagon intes; an:d
concerning whiehi no traditions of tho lresent native tribes of' the
country iixdicate the slightest kiowNlcdge. .At the IBigclow llousc at
Ontouiagon, I had au op)portuity of examining ait interesting collec-
tion of copper relies found, a fewv iontlii bof ore in the ncighiboihood.
These consis3ted of' thiree cc>pper spear-hieads, one about iburteen
juchles, and the others about twelve inches in length; and two singit-
larily shaped copper gouges (.?) about fourteeni inehes long, and two
wide, cite precise use of which it would be difficult to determine. It
was iny good fortune to niake the acquaintance, while n-t O",toiagon,
of Captain Peck, whose knowledge of the native languages, and
residence tbr years, an-ong the red Indians, have given himn good
opportiiiiities of judging of titeir habits and arts; and bis idea of the
copper gouges ivas that they were desigiied for cîitting lioles in the
ice flor lishing, aeeording to a method stili pursuced by the Indians for
obtaining thieir winter supply of Lake f1h. A different aud more
probable opinion, however, was advanced bk' a pracieal miner, who
stated that lic hiad been among th-, fit-st who opened somne o? the
ancicut diggiing8 found at the M.Nitiiota mine, and the copper gouges
seenied exaetly adapted to produce the singular tool-marks which
had then excitcd bis curiosity. S:ibjoiined is a representation of oue
of the spear-licads, sketched from the original. Its form is singular,

the blade bcing three-sided like that of a bayonet. The socliet lias
been forîned by hammcring out the lower part flat, and then turning
it over partially at en-eh side. IPrecisely such a mode cf fittili the


