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and that it lîad since spread over a large area, doing great damiage. Apple
trees in J une last were as destitute of leaves as inniid-winter, thc fruit
growing to the size of marbies and falling off.

A late conîmunication-with replies to a serics of questions-shows
the destruction to be even worse than ai. first reported. 1 give Mr. l)aven-
port's own words :

"The insect made its appearance four years; ago upon Rich Mountain,
sirice which time it lias been sprcading in a northern semicircle at the rate
of about fifteen miles a year. It is by far the mio!t interesting insec. that
hias plagued this country since the first white settlement. So wonderfully
prolific, that in two years it literaUly covcred every tree, bush and shrub,
and with the exception of a few varieties, stripped, them of their leaves.

" The egg hiatches about the firsi. of May, and the caterpillar, which is
dark brown, lives about forty days, transformis to a chrysalis, lives in this
state about texi days, and emerges a milk-white miller. For two weeks
before their first transformation thie fail of their excreta, in the woods,
resembles a gentie shower of rain, and froin its abundance tinges the
streams a dark gireen hue. I have seen trees that hiad been stripped of
their foliage, entirely wrapped up in thecir silken webs, resembling, when.
covered with dew, a wrapping of canvas. They constitute a great fcast for
ail insectivorous birds and animiais ; it is said that even cattie and sheep
eat them with gýreat greed. They have an instinctive way of protecting
themselves by losing their hold upon the limb, at the sliglitest touch, and
swinging by their web in the air. For tlîis reaison they are easily shaken
off into sheets and destroyed ; however, they arc so numerous, this
remedy is worth nothing e\cepi. in keeping thenm off very snîall trees.
This instinct is not lost after Ieavingr the caterpillar state, for if a bird
alights upon a tree above the millers, they suddenly drop like a shower of
snow to, the -round for protection."

In the Practical Entomiologist, volume i, page 57, an anonymous
Nvriter gives an accounit of this insect's attacks on elms in Philadelphia.
Dr. Packard, in his MNonograph of the Geonietrid Moths, page 528, mien-
tions only chu as a food pilant, but Prof. rhonias, in his Second Illinois
R~eport, p>age 2-43, saYS: 1 have not noticcd thenm féeding upon that tree,
but have twice found theni feeding upon apple, upon the leaves of %which
I have reared themn to, the perfcct insect. In neithier case werc they
numlerous."y Prof. Comstock makes brief mention of the insect in his


