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Dr. J. G. Morris referred to the fact that certain XVatcr Beeties carrý
;vith them wvhen they dive a globule of air underneath their bodies, anid
asked for information as to what purpose it served. Mr. E. P. Austin said
that this bubble wvas retained underneath by the stiff hairs along the abdo-
men, and as it wvas known that the air gradually disappeared if the inseet
'rerained long under wvater, it wvas supposed that the air wvas gradually
inhaled by the inseet, which was thus enabled to lengthen its stay under
the water.

Mr. B. P. Mlann presented a list of the Entomologises of North

America, and requested the members to confer with him, as to additions
and corrections. Sonie beautiful exarnples of cold;red drawîngs of Noctuze
by Mr. *Pohîman, of Buffalo, were laid upon the table for the inspection
of those present, and were much admired.

Mr. Scudder called the attention of the members to a lepidopterous
insect which was doing much. damage to the Pines on the Island of Nan-
tucket. Previous to the war of 1IS 2 the island ivas wve11 wooded, but
during that striiggle the occupants were reduced to such straits for fuel
that they had burned every tree. For many years the island hiad remained
in a barren state, but sorne tinie ago plantations of Pines were begun, and
a broad beit of yourig trees of Pinuis rigida from i0 to 2o feet high, wîth
scrub Oaks, now cover a large part of the island. The success of this
experiment is seriously threatened by the presence of the insect referred
to, which is a Ilortrix belonging to the genus Re/ini, and closely allied to
diiplaiia, sylvestrana and J;7siSrana of Europe. The larva affects the tip
of eachi terminal bud and bores its iv ay through this into the twigr to the
depth of two or thiree inches, killing the terminal leaves and thus pre-
venting the trees from making any grow'th. The moth is double brooded
and bas not been observed in that locality beyond the precincts of the
island. Mr. Scudder also presented a plate with. enlarged drawings of the
insect and its work.

Mr. Cornstock hiad met with. the saine insect on P. inqps, and had
found that the tips of the branches of the Pines were usually covered with
a wveb. Hie had also found another species of Jetinia infesting the twigs
of P. i-igida. This latter bores into the small twigs of the tree, from
w'hich there exudes masses of resin. The larva lives within the branch
upon the w'ood, and before pupating forces its wvay throughi the mass to
the outside.

Mr. Bassett had observed some fifteen years ago about Waterburv,
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