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writings of anothier Trouveére of the next age--was sent by lus father
to be educated at Bayeux ; and his taste for poetry is said to have
been first awakened by the songs of the land of his ancestors, Ac-
cording to Ritson, Richard is never known to havo uttered u single
Englis?x wotd, unless when he said to the King of Cypras, « O dole,
this is a fole Breton®? Mauy great nobles of this century were
utterly ignorant of the English language : even Longehamp, Bishop
of Ely, chancellor and prime miunister 10 Richard, L., according to u
contemporary letter, did not know a word of English.

X.
CHURCIH SCHOOLS.—BENEFIT OF CLERGY.

At the close of Richand’s reign, about the year 1188, there was
founded at Bury St. Edmund’s a school {or forty poor boys, by
Sampson, Abbot of St. Edmund®s,n man of great force of character,
who had risen from the people to wear a mitre and be a Peer of
Pariiament ; and in his greatness he did not forget his lowly oriein,
for he is recorded to have said 10 one suing him for a benetice,
'Thy father was master of the schools, and af the time when I was
a poor clerk, he granted me freely and in charity an entrance to his
school and the means of learning; now |, tor l?nc sake of God, do
grant to thee what thon dost ask.””

The same good work which Abbot Sampson aceomphshed at
Bury was being accomplished throughout the land for severnd cen-
turies before him, and several centuries after him, so that know-
ledge became the special inheritance, not o the high-born and the
tich, but of those of low estate. Tt is tiue that for the most part
those who were educated in the chantries and schools attached to
cathedrals and monasteries were the recraits whom the Chureh
was preparing for her militant service. But they were taken from
the paople, and they lived amongst the people, keeping alive in the
hearts of the community the humuunizine influences of letters and
of religion. Féw of the laity, rich or poor, could read ; but the poor
saw their children winning the rewards of learnmig without favour
or affection ; and the light of truth, spread from the altar 10 the
meanest hovel, and kept our fathers from barbarism. The old Jaw
culleid Benefit of Clergy shows how gradually the ability to read
extended to the clergy.  In the early times ¢lergymen claimed the
privilege of being exempt in certain cases from criminal punish-
ment by secular Judges. They appeared in clerical habit, and
claimed the privilegium clericale. "\t iength, the ability to read
was considered sufficient to establish the privilege, and all offenders
who claimed their ¢ clersy” had to yead a passage from the Paalus,
which came to be humourously called «the neck verse.” This
was no merely theoretical priviie e, for the ability to read, absurd
as it may appear, saved an ofiender in the first instance fromn the
full enalt?' of his erime. In the Paston Lutlers it is recorded that
in IXG-I, Thomas Gurney employed his man to slay «my Lord of
Norwicl’s cousin.”® They were both tried and convieted of the
crime, Thomas Guerney pleaded lis clergy, and was admitted to
mercy as ¢ clerk convict 5 ** the less auilty servant, being unable to
read, was hanged. But the rank of ‘I'honas Gurnev gave no assur-
ance that he possessed any knowledge of letters,

YN
RIST QF UNIVERSIITES,

The twelfth century was the age of the institntion of what we
now call Universities in Europe, which had, however, long before
existed as schools, or studia. ~ Oxford and Cambridge had mdotibt-
edly been seats of learning long before this time ; but there is no
evidence that either hal at an earlier date become anything more
than a great school, or held any assigued rank or privilese above
the other great schools of the kingdom.

Since the conquest, Oxford, il treated by William, and disre-
garded by his son Rufus, utder Beanclere again became the object
of royal tavour, and numbers tlocked to Lier academic groves. The
predilection of Beauclerc for the muses wade him partial to the
neijghbourhood ; and he granted some l;rivilegcs 1o the place. In
his time, Robert Pulicyn, who had studied in Paris, gave lectures
in theology at Oxford ; and by his exertions the love of science was
greatly revived, and the number of students increased. Here the
study of the civil law began ut thic period. Oxford continued,
throughout the reign of Henry IL. to follow the iine of studies
which the fashion of the age recommendeds and her pupils were
second to none in fortune and fame. Thomas & Becket, who had
studied at Bologna, disdained not to receive academical honours at
Oxford, as honours were then conferred ; and after his promotion to
the highest dignities in church and state, he atteated. on all ocea-

sions, his kind remembrance of the favows, which he had received.
Richard 1., who was born at Oaford, is stated to have patronised
and fusiered the University, To this statement, however, Berington
demurs, and ask: ¢ Becanse Richard’s father often resided at
Woodstock, and cometimes visited the monks at Abingdon, can it
be thought that the Jove of letters attracted him ‘o the spot, as on
%mumls not mote substantial it is said of Beaunclere, who was pro-

ably impelled by the joys of the woods of Cumner and Bagley ? **

Cambrulge, which, from the ravages of the Danes, and the insults
of the firat Normans, had long luin in ebscurity and negleet, revived
about the year 1108, when Jofirid, Abbot of Croylund, intending to
rebuild his monastery, which had been lately destroyed by fire,
sent Master: Gislebert, with thiee other monks, to his manor of
Cottenham, whence they went every day to Cambridge, where,
having Aired a barn, they gave ‘pnbhc lectures, and soon collected
a great concowse of scholars; for in the second year after their
arrival, the number of their scholars from the town and country
increased so much that there was no house, barn, nor church capa-
ble of containing them, They accordingly dispersed over different
quarters of the town : brother Odo read giammar carly in the morn-
ing, 1o the boys and younger students ; at onc o’clock, brother
Terricus read Aristotle’s Logic to the elder class ; at three, brother
William gave lectures on Tully’s Rhetoric and Quintilian’s Ins-
titution; while master Gislebert, not undeistauding English, but
very ready in the Latin and French languages, preached iu the
several churches to the people on Sunduys and holidays. ¢ Thus,
from this small eource, which hus swollen into u great river, we
now behold the city of God made glad, and all England rendered
fruittul by wany teachers and doctors issuing from Cambridge as
from a most holy paradise.”? But a few years after this was written,
during the war between King John and his biarons, this paradise
wax entered and ‘)Iundere(l by both parties.

Antony & Wood has preserved a few Latin verses by an English
student at Paris, written in 1170, which well describe the spirit of
display and love of expense for which his conntrynien were already
noted. ‘The translation: is as follow :—

Of noble manuers, gracivus look and speech,
Strong scnse, with ;Eenius brightened, shines in each.
Their free hand still raing largess; when they dine,
Course tollows course, in rivers flows the winc.

The erection of Colleges in the Universities for the residence of
their members, as separate communities, may he dated from about
the middle of the thirteenth century.

University College is the foundation of King Alfred ; but the
present bullding is not of « date earlier thau Charles I.  The right
of the crown 10 the vicitation of the college rests, however on the
ground that it is a royal foundation through Alfred ; a claim which
waus g)refermd in favour of the royal prerogative in the Court of
King’s Bench, so lately as the vear 1726, The Univessity of Oxford
is not much indebted 1o the kings of England for their munificence
and benefactions. if we exeept Alfred.

XIL
HENRY N1 —SETTLEMENT OF THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE,

Henry 111, surnamed of Winchester, from the piace of his birth,
was the eldest son of King John, and was born m 1206: he suc-
ceeded to the throue in the tenth year, his education being, in all
]\mbabili\y, superintended by his guardian, William, Earl of Pem-

roke, who acted as Protector of the Kingdom.

With the thirteenth century, the Engiish language began to be
cultivated ; and, about the commencement’of the fourteenth century,
our language had undergoue the great change through the intro-
duction of Nonnan words. Many French and Latin words have,
indeed, been infroduced in later ages, but by learning or caprice.
rather than by the convenieuce of familiar intercourse. )

An able entic in the North British Retiew thus describes this
importaut epoch in the literature of our country :

An immense distauce continued to exist between the Normans and the
English people even so late as the enrly yart of the fourteenth century.
A Poitevin, whe was prime minister in the time of Henvy 1II., being
usked 10 observe the great charter and the laws of the land, answered—
41 am no Englishman that I should kuow thesc charters and these laws.”
Robert Grosse-téte, bislop of Lincolu, principal chaplain to the army
of the burons, then reckoned only two languages in Eugland, Lstin for
men of letters, and Freuch for the uneducated, in which lauguage he
himself in his old age wrote pious books for the use of the laity, making
no account of the English language, or of those who spoke it. The poets,
evea thosc of English birth, com their verses in French ; but there
was a class of ballad-makers and romance-writers who employed either



