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- ' ARTICLE IIL
Ox Tre Day or THE SABBaTH,

That indifference to the Sabbath, which prevails, to a great estent, in

this country, may be traced to the impious assertions that are made by
persons who hate the restraitits which the Sabbath imposes.
. Some assert that the Sabbath is abolished ; others say that ony day
may be set apart for the Sabbath as well as the first day of the week.
Some affirm, that if mankind render to God & seventh portion of their
tinge, it is pot itnportant whet, or in what way, this tribute is giveh, The
Qualkers, for example, in some places, keep half a day during the week,
and give the half of the Lord's day: and, again, there are some who
choose to dispute when the Sabbath should begin and end.

A statement of the truth is the best thing that can be opposed to such
reckless and impious speeches. Such a statement is due io the interests
of the truth ; and it is also necessary to guard the youth of the church
sgainst the moral poison which is disseminated so plentifully around them,
Jt.is hoped that the following ressons will meet these assertions, and re-
fute them, .

1. The Sabbath cannot be abolished.
.1t has been shown that the Sabbath is essential to the well-being of
mankind, and that wherever intelligent and moral beings exist, there must
be institutions similar to the Sabbsth. Sooner will the eternal foundations of
rectitade be destroyed, than the Sabbath be abolished : God will nct doiit;
man is not competent to do it; no earthly king or government has power
todo it. Man may refuse to acknowledge the relations subsisting betwéen
him and the Creator ; but his refusal will not relieve him from the obliga-
tions arising out of these relations. The Sabbath is not a ceremonial
institution which might or might not have existed. It is 2 permanent in-
stitution, and inseparable from the social state. It is equally proper under
astate of innoceney, and v nder 2 dispensation of tnercy. It can never be-
come obsolete and useless ; but in proportion as the saints of God increase
in knowledge and in virtue, they will anticipate and desire the Sabbath with
delight ; and asan evidence of the importance of the Sabbath, the heavenly
rest is set forth to us under the emblem of 2 Sabbath.
11, 'The alteration of the day by God does not imply the abolition of the
Sabbath, nor the extension to man of a liberty to order the time of the
Sabbath. :

The alteration of the day, without injury to the interests of morality, is

vonceivable. The Sobbath might have been celcbrated on the secong or
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