
A year spent by our students, free from the tranimels of any course of
-study, in observing the niethods of working adopted in a land overcrowded
with churches, upon ground 'vhich bas been covered for the past two centuries,
cannot but be instructive and fruitfül to one whu looks forward to settling
down under somewhat similar conditions. More is expected of our young
men in the manner of presenting Gospel truths. Our faîhers grewv up with
their congregations; we en'ter upon our pastorates, strangers t0 Our p)cople.
Ou'r predecessors' wvords were listened to on accounit of the man himiself;
ours will have to stand very niuch on the ninner in which ive present tliem,
especially if the present fashion of brief pastorates continues. l'le différent
manner of presenting tuflicîruth boîli fromn the pulpit and professorial desk
opens Up) nev channells of thought and gives tiew suggebtions for a life of use-
fulness. While îhey inay not be sounder, or the presentation clearer than irn
our own landi, ycî the différence of maniner invesîs -,)d truths witih a fi tshness
Nvhich is very accepia'>le. 'l'le conditions of carly seutlemient in CanaeC, wvhile
it has tended to develop a sturdy indepcndcnce of thoug-lt and a capacity for
manytîhing, hasnotterided to cultivatte case and polishi. Que ofîhe firsî reii-rks
made by an Edinburgh Proféssor of Elocution to a Canadian student was,
liSir, you ius be an Anierican. X'our voice sounds as if there ivere only
sixteen hours iii a day in the land froin whichi you canle and thet you -tre
sornewhant angry at ;t. Why do you cut your words so short and put that
snari in themi?*" Our students -Aho have been over tiicre %vill bear m eouI, whien
1 say that the culturcd inellow voices of nmany of thc Scotch stud,-aîs filled us
with cnvy. Soine uie spent in the older lands not only mclAlows Our voices
but tends 10 mecllow our whole sphere of îhought, for thecre arc thereiti so
rnany things of thc past vencrable iromi a-le alone, that feelings are nwakenced
Which In OUr prIiiivc andc more utilitarian 1 inds lie dormi. t, zuid these ive
carry back to assist uls ini rubbing off those niew-wvorld augularities which ilay
bc offensive. Furthur, xve niust tike mbt accounit the zadvanitages arising from
the ivicler range of thoughît on theulogical topics which wc find both in Scot-
land and the Continent.

The practical demiands of our country, in the past, havc more than taxed
our iiiisters to kecep up with its progressive strides. Thcrc are vcry few who,
in addition to tlhcir pastoral e.uties, have not hiad to worry irough the build-
ing of one or tivo churches and ianises, w~ho have not hand to labor bard in in-
au-guratine the various schcmeis of the Chutrch, and besides these duties in
ihecir calling, miiny havc bcen superintendents of schools and gencral cîrr
to the liîerary public. This niultiplicity of labors, ivhile greatly benefitting
the conimunity nt large, has indered us, as a body, froni acquiring that
acquaintance with thecological lorc which niany of our Euroî,ean bralhren
possess. It nay bc said that danger lurks in this -widdh, but îiot more for the
Pastor thari pcople. If error is abrond, il is better to know it ; and if there be
truth to acqtuire whiici niy conflit with our prcconccivcd idcas, the sooner
acquircd, the hetter. The patcrnal syetcni ini regard to students, is a rcem-
innt of the uld iion.-stery- Mun of mature agc, in full possession of thecir
izculties, îrained as our students arc trained, are or should bc able 10 fighit
flheir own Iva) through doubt 10 the «fulli-issurzince of f.aitlhY

Men of leisuire and taste for litcrary pursuits arc incre.asing in our congre-
pltions, and it would bc farcical for us 10 ignore flint thiere arc objctîions to
Divine trulli and the plan of salvation now, which did flot prcvail in the days
of our fathers. To, rad of the apatby and nuerai deadncss of Sccpticism or
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