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un fer the Queen's lock as security for the payment of the duties
upan them should be entirely abolished; and finally, they urged,
that along with the other reforms suggested, the scale of folls now
levied upon the Provincial Canals, shonld undergo a thorough .evi-
sion, With a view to the substitution of such rateg as might be cal-
culated to attract the trade of the West to the channel of the St
Lawrence. -

In conclusion, the Council would take the liberty ol reminding
the-Boanl of T'eade, that the crisis to which they referred, at the
opening of their Repore, is not yet passed, but may be said tobeunly
Yet begun. That nearly a year has elapsed since the enactment of
the Freo ‘Frade measures of England, and that no corresponding
action has yet been taken by the Provincial Government.

Under such circumstances and particularly in the view of the ap-
proaching Session of the Legislature, peculiar vigilance is required
on the part of the representative body of this Corporation, to insure
that no measures prejudicial to the trade and commerce of the
country shall be passed without their strenuous remonstrance and
opposition, and that such measures may be brought under the atten-
tion of the Legislature, as may most offcctually adapt the circum-
stances of the Colony to its altered commercial relations with the
mather country. .

The Treasurer’s stalement and account for the past year, are laid
on the table, and will he appended to this Report.

G. MorFarT, President.
Frepemcx A. WisoN, Secretary.
Montreal, 5th April, 1817.

OUEBEC BOARD OF TRADE.—ANNUAL MEETING.

—

At the Annual General Meeting of the Quebee Board of Trade, held
Monday lnst, 1n the Exchange, the following gentlemen were elected
Officers for the ensuing season :—

COUNCIL.—The Honble. W, WaLKkkR, President, Jaxzs Deav, PicePresident ;
H. 3. Noap, Tyeasurer.—P. Langlols, Junt., A. Gliespre, H. LeMesurier, Senr.,
J. B. Forsyth, G. H. Parke, J. Tibbits, W. Stevenson, A, Laune, C. Waurtle, T\
H. Ohiver.

DOARD OF ARBITRATION.—J. Bonner, V. Stevenson, J. Gillespio, James Gihb,
A. Lautie, W, Petry, J. Dean, U, J. Noad, W. Walker, Juns., P. Laoglois Junr.,
1. IaMesutier, Sen., G, H. Patke.

REPORT

The Council of the Quebec Board of Trade, in resizning to *heir con-
slitnents the charge committed to them for the past year, beg leave to
submt the foliowing Report of their proceedings.

The great changes in the commercial policy of Great Britain as sanc-
tioned by the Impenial Parliament, caused your predecessors n office,
under date of the 20th March, 1846, to petition Her Majesty, showing
the anxiety and alann created i their minds by Her Majesty's Govern-
ment adopting a system of commercinl policy at variance with those
maxims of protection and old established principles, which had hitaerto
been acted on 1n regulating the srade of Great Britain and her posses-
sions abroad ; in answer to which your Council received from Mr. See-
retary Higginson, & letter; dated 8th June, 1846, stating that Her Ma-
Jesty having recommended to Parhament a particular course, had no
reason, in the reception which Parhiament hud giwven to the recommenda-
tion, to adopt any alteration in it.

Regarding the duties on ‘Tunber and Deals, your predecessors, in their
peution just referred to, showed that the effect of ths changes would be
to grant g direct premium to the producer i the Baltie, who although
he will pay after the st April, 1848, 15s. per load on Timber, and the
British North American produce only 1s, yet the average difference of
freight being 20s., gives a clear gamn of Gs. per load to the former.—
Insiead, however, of taking this view, the Right Honble. Mr. GLapsTaNe,
the then President of the Board of T'rade, considered that the competition
was by flo means unfavorable to the Timber and Deals of Canada, and
not only that 1t was not unfavoruble, but he concerved that to no mcon.
siderable extent the consumption of Baluc Timber 18 actually auxihary to
the demand for that of Canada, and therefore that to this extent a measure
which cheapens the first 18 likely to cause positive nnprovement n the
market for the last.

Mr. Grapstoxg seemed to forget that an immense demand for wood
had arisen in England sinco Rmilways hind been so widely extended ; for
were lus arguments sound st would follow that the more you encourage
the foreigner the more you benefit the Colonist, whereas 1t 18 notorious
that winle the foreigner 18 now a gawmer to the cxtent of the reduction of
the duty, the North Amencan Colonies are wath difficuity contnuing the
Trade,and the consumer 1n England for whose benefit these changes
Were made 18 paymg nearly what he formerly dide At a2 time of such
{rying competition, your Councit beg to call the attention of their succes-
Sorg to_a stipulation nsisted on by the Comuussionerof Crown Lands,
in the Licences 1ssued lnst scoson to cut Timber on the Lands of the
Crown, obliging cach holder to manufacture 1000 feet annually for each
mile of his hmate,

This stipulation it was seen would have caused such an immense over
supply in the markes, especiatly of Red Pine, that a remonstrance on the
part of severai of the leading houses 1u the trade was made to His Ex-
cellency the Governor General, and the clause in consequence suspended
till the 1st Moy next.

Your Conncil however trast their successors will petition for the total
repeal of this supulation, which if persisted sn would i years when pn-
ces are low cnumi loss or ruin on parues holding icences, whe ought ©
be the best judges of tierr own 1nterests.
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Your Council have caad the attention of the Execative to the subject
of Cullers® fees, which require great reduction, for not only is there a large
surplus in the hands of Governmnent, but Cullers of square timber are
cnormously over pafd.

Your Council pettioned the Provincinl Legislature, on the sulject of
the dutics levied on agricultural produce which they consider high'y ob-
Jjectionable in pninciple and injurious to the commercial prozperity of the
Colony, but without success ; they however recommend to their succes.
sors the importance of attending to this subject.

The privilege granted to the Colomnl Legsiatures of repeating all ot
any of the differcntial duties, 13 another proof of the interest taken by the
Mother Country in our welfare, and will no doubt be favorably considered
when our Parl.anient assembles, as weli as the necessity existing of re-
moving all duties levied on Raw Materials required for manufacturing
purposes, following the steps of the Tmpeial Lemslature i this respect,
which has been attended with most benceficial resalts,

Yoor Council have seen with much pleasure the hiberal policy now
adopted by our Sister Colony of Nova Scotn, 1n passing an Act to coms
into operation on the 5th July next, allewing all arucles the growth, pro-
duce and manufacture of any of the Brinsh North  Amencan Coloniesto
be imported duty free, provided such Colonies shall allow the Timportauon
free from duty of all the anicles the growth, produce and monufacture of
Nova Scotia, and your Council hope this is the commencement of one uni-
form inter-Colonial system, and tecommend thetr successors o petition
the Legislature to pass a similar Act,

Your Council would urge on their successors the propricty of petitioning
the Legislatuce that all duties should hereatter be levied in the legal cur-
rency of the country instead of sterling money, which would save much
time and tend to make Entricsat the Custom House more simple, and they
wounld further recommend them to pettion that the vesations and unne-
cessary law makiag o incumbent on the officer of I1. M. Customs to exact
Bonds from importers on goods placed under the Queen’s lock be abo-
lished, the precamtion being uncalled for, as in ne instance will tho
I(JJr(:wn pars with the goods unu the duties are paid, or otherwise secured

y law,

The attention of the public has been lately drawn to the Usury laws
now in force, and as the subject will be in ail probability brought promis
nently under the notice of the Legslature at the approaciung session, your
Council feel no hesitation in cxpressurg their opimion that they ought to
be repealed in all commercial transactions as they have been in England,
l;:.n not in reference to Bonds, Mortgages, or othier mcumbrances on Real

Jstate.

. A temporary suspension of the Navigation Lawsin England has given
rise to much controversy both there and here, whether it would not be for
the benef't of the Empire 1o repeal them totally ; bat as this subject rests
entitely with the Impevial Legislatuare, your Council deem it unnecessary
to go intv any lengthy detmi, but they are decidedly of opinion that
encouragement and protection should be afforded the Bruiish and Go-
lonial shipping.over foceign.

A matter concerning us as closely is the free navigetion of the St.
Lawrence, and on this your Council are at no losz to express their
opinion, which 1s, that it is to be hoped the British Government will
never allow the subject to be discussed with the Government of the
United States.

In the same way s the American Government are endeavonring
1o secure our trade through thewr territory by means of the Drawback
Bull, let us exert ourselves in endeavouring to sccure the teansport of
the produce of the Western States by removing all restrictions from
American shipping navigating our noble river, and by reducing the rates
now chargeable on ajl vessels passing through our diffcrent canals.

The limited size of these has hitharto prevented parties availing them-
selves of the provisions of the Act of 8 und 9 Virt.c. 93, commonly called
the British Possessions Act, which in the opinion of your Council permit
Arnerican vessels from ports in the United States an the Upper Lakes to
comedirect to Quebee with American proJduce by inland navigation, Quor
canals having been greatly enlarged, render it probable that this direct
trade will now be rigoronsly prosecuted, and under this supposition
your Council addressed the Collector of Her Majesty’s Customs asking
whether such veesels would he aduutted to eatry on arrival at this port;
in lus opinion they would not ; but being 2 matter of great importance,
the subject has been referred to the Commissionery of Customs, whose
reply may be looked for in May or June,

As a great improvement wonld resale to the citizens of Quebec, were
the English mail for this city to be forwarded via Stanstead inst=ad of by
the circuitous route of Montreal, your Council endeavonred to impress on
the Post Office depariment the necessity of such a change, but in answer
they were informed that as the instructions are impertive that the mails
be sent in charge of an officer inact from Boston to Montreal, the prayer
of the Council could not be entertained.  In the opinion of your Council, a
great change for the better could be effected were the letters for Quebec
forwarded direct from Halifax, provided a steamer were to ply regularly
between St. John and Annapols, for the mails would then reach Quebee
in five doys. In no part of the continent i3 greater reforin wanted than
in the route between thisand the Lower Provinces.

Much as your Council would wish to see the adoption of the penny
postage in British North America, they fear the widely scattered and ex-
tended settlements would make the experiment too costly, and they did
not consider themselves justified when calling the attention of the Post
Master General to the subject to ask for any further reduction than the
rates established in the United States, viz: 3d. and 6d. according to
distance, .

The cstablishment of an Electric Telegraph between Halifax atid this
city, to form a continuous line of insam communicauon from the sea.
boatd to the wnicrtor of this conunent, in an object of great ititerest and
impottance, and gour Coun;il have reason to 'bexicvc it will be in sacces.
ful opetation between Halifax and Sarmia dutisg the present scason,




