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A ItECENT GANADIAN NOVEL.

lIT is a inatter of regret Vo evcry true Clanadian that
,we have as yet scarcely the beginîîiiigs of a national
literature. Patriotisîn, %vltieli bincis incan together
and to their fathierland, is based on a consensus of
feeling in regard te the scenery, institutions, and
hiistory of thîeir commnîoî country. If now it is, asked
whiat lias been donc Vo bring these things home to the
hearts and minds of (Ianadiails, it niust be confessed.
that this lias as yet received but littie attention froin
persons competent to perforni the task, The only
literatitre bearixîg on Canada has been the work of
foreiguiers. Longfellow lias VoucFied one event in our
lîistory, and the story of lEvangeline is now known
wherever the English tongue is spoken ; and tbe
misty shore of Minas Basin ranks with the ]Rhine,
a.nd Winderniere, and Loch Katrine. .Again, -%vithin
the hast year, Mr. lParkn-an of Boston bas published
bis IlWolfe and Montcalm," a work cf exceptional.
mnenit. Anid we have abundant niaterial waiting* for
the master hand Vo fashion it, Tiiere is scencry un-
surpassed in Leauty and grandeur; there are such
heroie figures as 0, rtîer, Champlain, Frontenac, and
Montcalm; there are numbcrless wars, batties, and
sieges; there is the history and institutions of that
wonderful French community that grew up along the
lower St. Lawrencc; there are hosts of Indian
lcgends extending away back into, the ages, Ail
these subjeets, and many others, are waiting te be
deait with by the historian, novelist, and poet.

Believing this then we w-re nîuch interested 'when
we lcarned that Rev. David -Hickey, a, Canadian, hiad
%viritten a novel fouadcd. on the first siege of L.ouis-
'burg. In Vhs event there is doubtless; naterial for a
powerful novel. Moreover it vins understood thiat
Mr. Ilickey wvas eminently qualified for treating this
subject. He is a gentleman. of good education, and
lias had much, pruLctiee in writing. During several
years residence in the ncig,-hbourhood of Louisburg,
lie liad exceptional opportunities for preparation for
bis work. The author also lias huiniseif been a sokiier,
liaving, seat service in the Anierican Civil War.

This book, entitled Wiilliaii awl ffary, A lTal of
the .Siege of Louisburg, lias appeared; and tliouglî iV
lias recei--ed mny favourable notices froni friendly
critics, all rnust hc gnievously disappointed iii it.
From mie point of viewv is it a suceess. 1V is not a

Canadian nove1 . It is noV a, good story. It is a poor
story poorhy told. Worse than ail it is noV literature,
It is siinpiy a tirade against Calvhism-a raising of
questionms long s;iiice dcad-treatc in a manner su
false Vo nature and art that tho author reminds us
strongly of the phaitoîn of the old spinster in the
fnUaldb? .Loends, wvho attempted IlVo liiek a ghost of
a dog with a glîost of a stick."

The story opens with a, description, of a PEuriVami
Sabbatlî in New Hampshire, in 1737. We 'are intro-
duced Vo the hous3hid. of deacon vWilliani Fiarley 0£
'NVoodside, -yiere we find the deacon biniself sitting
morally and physically ereet in a- straîght-backed
chair, bis ~vfand bis son William, the hero of tmo
piece, wlîo, now a boy of ten, is enigaged in the
interesting task of studying the Westminster Cate-
chiism. Whîile they are thuc employed, a thunder-
storm begins, orp which the author lavismes bis finest,
rhetorical touches. The t 'hunder is Ilgrandly terrible,"
"llike the sliriek of eharg,,ingc squadrons," "lthe artil.'
lery of 0041,"- "la roar as if heaven and earth had
crashed together." Mean-whule "lthe tree.5 wtoither
and twist, and twirl and reel,' Suddenhy' there
charges in upon Vhemn out of the rain their neigh-
bour, Abijali Oliver, vihose wife is taken il]. We arty
then conducted Vo AbijaMÈ' house, through Ilsweeping,
swirling torrenits," only te find that Mrs, Ahijai bas%
muade lier exit. At the death bcd we flnd. Mr.,
Fenwvick, the Woodside pastor, a xnost excellent mnan,
but who believfes ii the "leternal deerees" as firmly
as bis deacon, Abijah's children, Ularry and Mary
Oliver, also appear, the latter being the heroine of the
story.

The purpose, of the author evidently is, Vo protest
against thie Yuritanic type of Calvinism, wvhicli, as
exhibited in F'arley, tends to fatalismn. R1e elegantly
says that, if (Yalvinism were truc, Ilwe would ho ther
v:ctims of gigantie gorgons of'evil malignity, revel-
ling la blood and disporting in tears." - T'he first'
,protest cornes froua Abijali Oliver, vibo objeets to the
dogmas of "I'lection and 'pintdumi and 'fectool calla ;"

for- lie believes timat Mr. Feuiwick's unusually long
sermon on thiat bot Sabbatli had more Vo do with
catusing Iiis xvifc's sudden illness than the eternal
decrees. neli minister and deacon have niany tedious
conversations on tlîis subject. During one of thesc
evcîîing talks -ve have a gliyupse of nature as sec»)
froîn Farley's front door. Rere is, a characteristic


