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THIE WIDOWV AND lIER SON.

ngli therd are fcv things that. apj>car
.1!emelacoloy or more iifiectitng tiîau the
-:ns of' a deserted dIwelliîur bouize, whiclh
ýe,,hnd of lime basý wiroofed and laid pros-
ticSTiiere L,, "Te thinkl, somiething un-
-':ýiVe, sadly impressive, iii its cold, desoliaîe
prîtiîîeiîts, now exposed to, the ràin and the
-btl of lac-averi, iLs eyeIcss 'viniioves, anîd

ipdat.ddor%'ay-nay, tJîere is an intIerý-
r't cxcited evenl hy the traces of the l'ýpteri-
-iýof the clapboard on the wali, and of the
-1:1 fire in the chil!, gnping, and ruinous
%ý.nney. Ali, ill, speak rorciblyof decay,
ýtîeil of the transitoriness of the tbîings of
,âePhemierai world
in contemplating such scenres aý this-and
-,ce, perhaps, tbe fcî,iings we have aIiudicd
-the imagination setis to, work, and paitL
,1 paints the happy gronips iliat 'oniý as-
Mbiedc around the then ch)eerfùl, butt nov
iljand desnlate hearth, or recalis the joy-

lnhof the de.ýerieu manzion's yoting
,mate,,, wvith a!l the lillarious diii and liustie
la nuierong a'ii happy finuly; or, may-
,% il may divell ôlu the hopeshnd and rears-
liheir eiders, now botli teiiatecl for èver.

Ille ieverii. is wotind U*p byr the F*ùd juZ.
%vl-iWbre are tbey ail 1noiv 1" A nd the

.zy is answvered hy a gust oi*w'l nd rushing,
th rnielanrhoiy Esound,tîbroiugh the deserted
,rtment,î, and wvaving in its progresse, the
-rgrass andti ettles witl wbichi they arc

Nir are we sure that 'these iéeliners and
viatîoni5 are co.ifine.I to the ruinà of
affofni)te ;t.lone,tt> tic cleserted mansions
_:he Sricat or tlie iveaithy. l u

seaany r.ite,iVe are cert.tin tlîey are flot;
.we have feit them ail and twith eqLial

:r, Mien contenmuIatingr the ruios of*a cot-
eand on no occa&ýon %vere ive more

-et their influence, iba-n %viien vieivinl-
eremains of a humble domicile à.s that we
s.giallnded I0, in îhe coursze of an exc.ùr-
.%uaz-t surinmcr,through the wiids of Nittis-
e. But, tiien, %ve m-ust confcss, there wvas
.1iy, ai itlèýcIiùg onue, coiiîccted ivitli the

.iveiliuîg, whicta miglht, nay, which
-q have adJedI te thc intei est iviiii which
t.lltîemlated its ruiris. Tlhe-e ruins, con-

~i fone gable. and a smalU portion of
ride ivalîs, tog-et ber wit!I the remains of
i, loise mil1e dykie, that once formied the

*fl~ thei little garden or icail yard,'

whichi ivas attaclîud Lu iîo bouse, are situa-'
ted in a rmoite -:eqoesteret1. :pot in the di6trict
ahove :îi.

At the ileriod of the Pior% we are now about
to relate to our readers, thec bîtle cottage of
wviitî,:h we hat-e spoi<eii, was inhabited by a

witiuw ivotian of' the nameor Riddcl,and an
onily child. a esuil, of about thirteen y!ears of

Mý-rs. RilIdel's, hiu:sb'it ivho was riow dead
#sPverai years, was àA pocir butt most iridustri-
ous and pitl mari, wv1î wrouight at Puchi
couiiîry ivork -s itie npi'glîhorblood afforded.
Dis gains *~ere, iL %vili ixu!dily be believed,
but moderate yet a frugal, absteminus; and
e1ceedingiy Leropèràto h fre, enabled hirn te,
purohase tbe cottag--e he liuiiabited, îvith the
garden attli~eil to lt,ý ai, in imne, te àdd to,
tihese pussiisa coiw. But, beyoîîd this,
die poor in.-Il was îîot tieîinîtted Io increase
lusQ store. Deatnu cuà slîni t nia days,and left
th1e ividoiv anid bepr zon Io reap the benefit of
lais prudlence anîd iinduiîy ; and no snaall
matter %vas this found,, wlieii there was none
other to assist tbcni. 'r;be coiv, the cottage,
a'nd the garden, wvere Io thecin grea. 'riches.
And 1haiik1ui tô bier loil ýias the widowv, làr
the mièrciles fle lîad beslotý'ed on ber; flot
flic lcar4 of %vic.h wn.s ilie happiness she
found in her boy, wbho ivap. Io bier, aIl that
stie coiuld wisli. James Waz-- indeed, isuch a
Eon.as a motber iiiîglit bý proud of. He was
fiild, duiih.ii, yet buld ài:di active, and gave
promise of being mure Ili in usualiy hand-
sonie. Hie lu'ved bis Iiitr with the most
snere and devotod afiévion; and tliough
onily in bis tiiirteeiitlî ycnî., c.rned ncarly tbe
wag7 ei of "CI fû!il bronl marn; and, any wbo
ba(l Eeen the deliglît anad e-xultation express-
ed in hir eYe, as he Ponirt-t his wely wages
Inýjo blis mothc'r's, tlîc vowuld have felt as-
sured tiat thtese werc t!.- lîappiest momenta
of* liJife.

Thiu.-, wblat with ie lit le property she
poese.szeil, ani tie earîuings of lier son, Wid-
oiv Riddcl's loriety c î .. esented as pleas-
il)- a pictore ni* co-m!br., in humble way, as

merlîtt an> whec ho seui; nor could twô
happier l1eirîgs bc foui 'viîbin the county
-we might cxtcnd it t ilie kiiigdomn-thail.
jie %vorLhy iido% nîul bier son. But inscru-
talblearc the wvaye cf Prýviteucc-clark'aud
inscrutable, iidecu, et:.;ce îlîey permitted ai


