CANADA TEMPERANCE ADVOCATE.

Christian friends, I can searcely imagine for what purpnge the
resulution which I ho'd in mv hand was committed tv mny care.
It is a resolution of congratulation to these who have como to
this meeting for the purpuse of signing the total abstincnce pledge,
and of cnaree, in order to be consistent, ought only to be maved
by one who had himself wet the example. T can only therefor
regard my situation, as the mover, as a rort of conspiracy, for it
is well gnown that ulthongh T have for the last seven years
entirely abstained from the habitual usc of aleoholic lignors, that
still T have not signed the pledie. 1 bave not done o for two
rcanons ; first, [ entertained u high value for that which T con-
sidered 1y hiberty, and regarded the pledge as savouring too
wneh of the yoke of hondage, to feel very willing to becom

entangled with; and sccondly, I entertained an opinion, that
whilst wine wue altogcther unnccessary on ordinary occuginns,
that there were circumstaners in which its use was both proper
and neceasary 3 and I regarded iy severe exertions on the sabhath.
duy us ono of these,  On those aceounts, ae well as several other
regsons which it is not necessary to recite, I have hitherto refused
to tuke the pledge  But n few minutes before I uscended thix
platform, a gentlrman (to whom wine and strong drink have been
for yeurs u dreadful snare) asked me, whother I'eould say that 1
never took wine, and haw long it was since I drank the last glase,
‘This question was to me @ stunning blow, I remembered that
last Sabbath, when exhausted und streatning with perspiration, 1
entered my houwe from the pulpit, well knowing thet in httle more
ihar two homs I should be obliged to return to my snxions snd
arduous lahours. 1 drunk o ginss of ports I taak it, conscien

tiously belicvmg that it was under such eircumstuntes justifiable;
but I then saw that that skugle plaes of wine had robbed me of
my strength in fulting the battles of temperance 3 that that
single grlass of wine, m my case excusable, if not abwlutely indis

pensable, mizht be employed in order to jurtify the exe ssive and
sintul usv  of the rume mtoxicating drug ; it was new light sud.
denly bursting on wy mind, an4 broughit to my recollect'on subjects
of the most painful intercst. I thought to mysclf how importaut
wae the position which Iacenpied ; T am placed in the providence
of Gud over u Cnurch and congregation, consisting of twelve
deacons, thirty.three leadcrs, and three thousand peaple, to wiom
1 am not only to teuch the truths of the cveriusting gospel, but to
present a pattern of all holy conversation and godhness.  And
ought I todndulge :n anything by which iny mumstry might, by
uny possibility, be hindeied 1 Ought 1 10 consider any sucrifiec
too great, f by it the torrents of vice and drunkenness which are
overwhelming our land, may be arrested. and the tempial good,
and everlusting interests of precious souls advanced ? 1 feel that
I ought not. 1 wasashamed and confounded, hecaase, for une
por plass of wine a weck, I had lost an opportunity of dving
good to onn who greatly needs it, and given an excusc to many
for the indulgence of a debasing and destructive vice,  On this
account, Mr. Chairman, 1 fecl that this resolution aught not to
have been placed m my hands. T am not it to congratulate,
others for signing, when I have abstained from signing myself;:
but I shall do so nolonger. 1 ieturn to you Mr. Chairman, the|
resolution which 1 cunnot move, because I have made up my
mind to place mysel{ among the number of those who are the,
honaured objects of its congratulations snd its prayer. I wiilj
sign the pledge myself (Great excitement and loud cheers).  The
Rev. Gent. continued s chservations, of which we eun only
furmsh a bricf abstract. He could not eonceal from hunsel{ the
fact th:at the use of intoxicating drinks was increusmg to « fearful
cxtent; that in the city of Kingsion alone there were not less
then one hundred rum.shaps ! and in conversation with an ennn.

ent mercheat a few days since, he showed him a slatement »f the

rum dutics which had been paid by the ono bouue with which he
was connected, fur the lust mx wonths wwhich amounted to rio less
than £1782 18s. which at lIs. 6d. per gallon, represents no less

than 23,772 gallons sold by ons cestablishment in six months.

Now, supposiuz that {o be one-fourth of the entire 0 12ntity seld,

it amonats to the enarmois quantity of 190,176 gallons of rum

per annum consumed in Kingston, being no less than 4 gallons
and 3 qnarts per head for every man, woman, and chiid, who
constitute the 40,000 of our populaticn ; besides wine and porter,

in equal proportion. With snch a fact as this before us (said the
Rev. Gent.) can we wonder that our churches and chaples are
nut better attended, that our schools are almost empty, whilst our
prisons are full? The Rev. Gent,, sat down amidst loud checr-

ing. :

Rev. G. Rousg, took up the reeolution lnid down by the pre,
ceeding speaker, and which read thus:—* That this meeting
refnices in mtnissinz respectable and influential persons, with
athern of the working clusses, pledging themselves to abstain from
nleohinlic drinks, and would fervently and afuctionately e'mmend
them to the carc of Almighty God. This, hc stated, had been
the happiest evening he had spent in Jamaica, and he did rejoice
with all lus heart in witnessing not only vo many inflnentinl per-
«ons, with others of the working classcs, coming forward an.l
anitng themselves (o the totul abatinenco socicty ; but alwo, and
~gpecially, his dear friend and brather, the Rev. 8. OQughton, and
he earneatly commended them all tv the care of Gad.

Mr. 11 B. Newusawrr, rose (o accond the resolution, It isal-
ways gratifving to behold men plucing themscives under the
banner of totul abstinence, but very gratifying when mcchanies
wnd working men come to the rescue.  And if there is not jov in
heaven to.night, there is jov on earth. It is said that the mechan.
ies of Jamuica have ernoked eyes; cunnot place u bourd traight
upon the side of a house.  When men are drunk, they sce double,
and perhaps, when mechanics have tuken what the doctors call a
“listle,” they sce a little erooked. 7T'otal abstinence would soon
straighten their eyes.

A vate of thanks to the chairman wae then moved by W.
Whitehorne, Esq., and seconded by the Rev. Mr. Westlev ; after
which the pledge of total abstinenee from all intexicating drinks
was signed by 112 persons, amone whom were the Rev. S
Ounghton, William and David Smuth, Esqra, Dr. M Eayden, an
o her gentlemen, and wost of the clerks, engineers, upprentice-,
aud men connected with the railwav establishment.

The following dav the Rev. G. Rounse the Secretary of the
Socicty, visited the Railway Station. a-d the pledge ws ad ain
istered to 32 more, €0 that now 94 (being nearly every pers
emp'oyed «n the Raitway) are teotutalers,—~Abridued from the
Kingstsa Morning J .urnal.
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SANDWICH ISLANDSR, e

The Temperance Socictiea of Hamakua embrace all the ehorn-
c'es and all the school«.  T'he pledge preetudes the nacof tobacséd
a+ well ar intoxicating ligqars ~ Mr, Livona found that few cdm=
piratively had violated their engagement, and most of theaé re.
newed their pledge.  The different socicties had their snnual
celebration in Junuary,  Oune of these celebrations, held last
March aniid the beautiful scenery of Waipin, is deseribed below.
The whalo valiey seemed full of life. ‘Th~ four schnolr, and
multitudes of adults, ussembled at the appointed place, midway
between the extremes, and, frrming a procesasion. marched to the
shore. V) aving banners, fentastie dresses, imitations of eaps and
plumes, and the rough music of rude Hawaiian drume, gave the
provession a military aspect.  Performing several evolutions
along the shore, amid the dealening roar of the dashing surf, the
procession firmed into several eolumns, opening in the centre,
and facing euach other.  Ilymns, songs, and partions of Seripture
were repeated i concert; after which the two choirs of 'singew,
one belonging to the valley, and the other from abraad, united in
ringing an appropriate hyma. Praver followed. and then ali pro:
ceeded to a spacious yard, and sut dovrn beneath ans overspreading
awning to the temperance banquet.  This being onded, w weeting
was held, the cxcreiecs of which consisted of siaging, addresses,
—onc by a blind man,—and a dialogue hetween a farmér andad
sciinolmaster. At the close, the contribution towards the mission.
ary's support was brought furward, and exhibited befora the whole
assembly.  'P'his convisted of a purse of meney, containing
fifteen dollars;, and four lsrge rolls of kapa cloth, u bridle, &é&, |
the whole amcuntiag to abaut sixty doliats. [t was contributed
by the church members and some forty or fitty children, aud was
their first effort to aid in supporting their own missionury,  1'rayer
closed the cxercises of the duy.— Missionery Herald. o

UNITED STATES. T

Law v Mawve—~The law in Maine, which atrietly prohibits
the sale of intoxicating beverages, is said to be working well.
The people are determined 1o svstain it. In many places the
rum.scllers have shandoned the business. In other places.they:
persist in their lawless course. At Eant Corinth, soms thirty-.
crseg were preferred against one of the principal rum-sc,}lém,’@p;l‘v
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