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place thiei without ever loshîg omie. Ili
spite of ail this 1 have seciî iny error, aîîd
for tic last two yeais I ]lave adoptcd an
.entirely different systeni.

1V is possible thiat bile existing mlethod of
reinforcing -weak colonies and of chialging
the queen inay succce(l iii the sinali iLpiaries

qhaving grreat hioîey resourccs w'itlîiîi the ex-
tent of fuguat but iii the linger, apiaries, or
those wvhicih tend (l ine in ensure to excee' 1

the resources Nvithiiî their boids of flight,
it is nlecessary to licar lu immid above aili the
character of the colonies. Tlle tendency to
overstocking shows itsclf, so to say, aiid no-
tably marks ail the dcefests of the 'colony.

li any apiarv, evenl the uliost nceglected, it
mnlay he ohservcel thiat %vlatever happens a
certain iiiumnbur of colonies inavy prove theni-
selves very productive for a series of yeatrs.
In w~el1 observed apiaries these colonies,
with more or lcss variation, reach a, propor-
tion of 85 'Phese good colonies have
searcely auy need of intervcntion ou the
part of the atpiclilturii.,t; to supply enîpty
Sections lu spring, to maise Uip the faîl sec-
tions mn autiinmi, to store away the surplus
hioney at the l>rol)r tiîne, to carefully wvin-
ter thcn, seeingr at the saine timne tliat tlie
are wvell. provt<lcd wvitli food ; this, is' a,1l the
work that; is ncecessary to give thein. Thiey
thenselves look after aIl the rcst wvitli a reg-
ularity, case, activity and umildiiess that is
admirable. If nisfortune happens tlîemn
during swnivzngù., the loss of thîe qucen after
swariig, or a great diminution of popula-
tion on account of meteorie causes, the iva-
sion of mice, tenuptations to robbery, etc.,
etc. The apiarist intcrvenes and reinedies
tue difficulties aud they quîekly retake
theinselves to the work of reparation. The
.apiarist -%vil] lose thjeir produet for the coni-
ing year or will certainly see it dîîuinished,
but invariably they will reimburse him
duYing, the fohlowing year. They are a su-
peribr race. of being8 ; with instincts, hab-
its, an intelligence perfectly adapted to
their surroundigs ; .they are the Il enja-
31iu8 of niother nature, destinedl by lier to
propagate and -perfect their apecies. It is
,only necessary that the band cf nman doesl
not -harm thein by misunderatanding themn.

On the other liand tiiere is always in au
apiary, even a well coii(uete(l mie, a certain
nuinber of colonîies whiclî, evcrything con-
siclcred, gatlier notlîing, or scaiýcely any-
thiîiig, for- the apiarist, id frcqueîitly do
liot gatiier sîîfilcieîit for thîcir own use, dur-
ing winter.

If ahl produefive, hilves froni the apiary
have beemi as they ouglît to have been, care-
ful1l' wiIterc(l, slicltere(l and wiell provis-
ioncd, iii Mardi thcy -will. present nothing
Paiticular to be observed ;but in April we
are able to observe that iii înanv hives the
inhabitants cithier remain stationary or lu-
crease very slowly, or* positively dlecrease.
Wc canot iiive thin more sections, luit it
is frcqueuitly iiîcssitry to decrease the
iluniber. Tliese are the faiuilies whiclî do
iiot raise inuîclî 1rood coinb, ndé %v canl by
carefuil inîspeetion (livide tlieni illto two iin-
equal categories. TPo the lesser iiumiber be-
long the colonies whichî showv iii a (ledided
inianner the cause of their waeÀkiicss, lack of
nourisînneuint, impotent qucen, loss of
qucn, abnorinal inortality anionu*g the work--
crs, etc. If these famnilles have been pro-
ductive iu former preceding years the
apiarist eau remiedy the defeet auîd rely on

agolrst.Thîey have not degencrated.
Tlley are oùly the victîîus of an unfortu-
uate catastrophe; and if this is renuedied
the colony wvill recover its vigor sooiîer-or
later.

To the greateruinner beloug unfortuîîately
the fanîllies lu whlicli whatcver lias happe»-
ed theni, as far as I knwe caunot, discov-
er the cause of tlîcir weakness. The popu-
lation is less numerous, rathier disuuited,
and the workers are soouier irrîtàted. Hon-
ey abounds because it, has uxot been con-
sumed for the raising of brood ; the qucen,
whîch is frequently a breeding queeu, 13
beautiful ; the eggs are wefl depouited ; the
brood celîs are compact but naturally in
proportion to, the reduced population. A
lack of activity la revealed.
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