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THE lIGHER LIFE.

BY 'VILE 11EV. A. Il. IZEYNAIZ, M.A., LL. ).

So mucli of the mystical and magical
lias been tbrown around this subjeet that
the very titie may be to sorne readers the
signal to turn the page and pass on.
Many good people there are to, wbom
zeal, with or wltliout knowledge, is the
principal thing, but the number Is
steadily increasing of those who want
light as welI as heat, and linowledge as
weli as zeal. The modern mind Is
dorninated by the idea. 0f law in the
-spiritual as in the natural world-it hoids
that God is not a god of confusion, but
that a ,3p!ritiial cosmos Is the '<fat-off
divine event to which the wliole creation
moves." According to an old conception
the physicai worid came to its present
order through a series of catastrophes.
According to the modern conception, it
has grown by the steady evolution of the
forces in matter springing f£rom the in-
funite and eternal Energy from wbich al
things proceed. The sarne difference
obtains as to the conception of spiritual
life and gî'owth. Let it flot be sup-
posed, however, that ail rnystery dis-
appears with evolution, or that a know-
ledge of the law by which a power worUs
explains the origin of the powver.

Ia applyiug these principles to the
higher lite, we note that the origin of
the life principle or energy,, is under the
new conception as under the old ascrîbed
to God alone, the only Infinite and
Eternal. In the physical realmn ail things
were made by the Divine Word ; so, iu
the spiritual realm, " In Him was life,
and the life was the liglit of men."

There is in the physical life itself a
higlier and a lower, and living things
range up from what seerns but an ani-
mated sack or stornacli to the most per-
fect and beautiful of hurnan forrns, with
its inultiplicity and variety oi' funetions.
In the intellectual life also there is a
lower and a higher. It rnay be traced
ln the seemingiv blind instinct-s and sen-
sations of the Iowest animais, up through
the cunning of beasts and savage nien, to
the sublinmest reasonings and Jiscoverles
of the human mInd. And, iu like man-
ner, there is a iower and a higlier in
the moral life. Its first motions rnay
be seen in the slmpiest lawv that curbs
the seifishness of brutlsh men, whilst lIs
latest and sweetest fruit rnay be seen In
the love that leads a man to live and die
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for bis fellow men. Again, of these three
stages or planes of life, there Is a lo-wer
and a hîglier, or rather a lowest and a
highest.

In so far as a man's life is liabitually
and characteristicaily on one or another
of these planes, it is a higli life or a 10w
life. Ail wlio live for the physical or
animai are ou the iowest plane, thougli
their tastes may differ and be cailed gros%
or refiued. One nman may gorge ou bacon
and beans and wash his meal down 'with
rmn, and another may fare daintiiy on
canvas-back and champagne, but they are
both living the iowest life-the physical,
animal life.

When the man passes from the animal
to the intellectuai exercises and pleasures,
lie rises in the scale of life. Animal life
he rnust sustain, and animal enjoyments
lie may take by the way, but the aim and
purpose of bis life is biglier, and lie wll
subrnit to plain living for the sake of
higli thinking. Yet lie inay be seifish
and criminal-a bad muan, notwitbstand-
ing his knowledge and cleveruess.

It is only wvhen the man lives for love
and trutli and duty that he passes Into
the higliest life. And, by whatever name
a man may be named, wlien lie passes
into that life, lie enters upon the Hîglier
Life. "God is no respecter of persons,
but in every nation he that fearetli God
and worketh righteousness is accepted
with hlm."

hathen, is the advautage of the
Christian ? Two chief advantages are
bis. ln the first place, lie lias tlie sub-
lime, the supreme exampie o! the Highest
Life in the person of Jesus Christ, wlio
Ieft us au example tliat we sliould follow
in His %teps. In the second place, there
lias corne into the world through His per-
son an%! work an inspiration-au uplift-
ing power by whicli tlie souis of men
rise fromn a sense of guilt and bondage to
spiritual peace and to the glorlous liberty
of tHe Son of God. The experience o!
an iinumerable cornpany of the purest
and loftiest souls is that by tlie grace of
God, tlîrough Jesus Christ, they have
passed as from deatli unto life, and tliey
have. found His Word a true Word: «'I
arn corne that tliey miglit bave life, and
that they niight have it more abund-
antly."-Acta Victoriana.


