of our author, did we fail to remark that, in
addition to lus hgh intellectual attain-
meats, he possesses thatsan o, earnest and
healthy pecty without which no man, be
lis gitts ever o great, can be a safe or
edifying expositon of Scripture. One can-
not rise from the perusal of his work
without being foreibly impressed svith the
contrast hetwixt the glow of pious feeling
and lofty  evangelieal  sentuments, that
pervade this expasition of the Apocalypse,
and the learned bat dry and frvolous
specutations of many other writers on the
same book. On the T%sone and the (ltar
Mr. Pollok speabs well and wisely 5 but
let this be smd specially to his prasse, that
his most ardent wish seems to be that his
readers may ever have their piety kindled
by alive-coal from the Altar, and their love
and faith ever encreased for Hium, ¢ who
is in the midst of that Throne”  Hence,
after the perusal of this work, even should
you not agree with the author aa all his
conclusions, you are at least delighted to
perceive that he acver for a moment
loses =zight of the Saviour as his grand
central vijecl.  To make use of a subilime
incident for illustranon, recorded in the
opening of the Apacalypse, as  the
Saviour was scen walking “in the mudst
of the seven golden candlesticks,” so in a
sense may one say that the sane glorious
Person is ever seen moving. as the grand
object of wterest, in the midst of all the
theories and specalations of this author.
Nor isit the Saviour merely as King of
the Church, announcing its future desuny
and regulating ail movements in reference
to this; but the Saviour in all the glories
of His person and work as the suitable
Mediator and all-sufficient friend of the
believing penitent.  This characteristic of
the work must he a great charm in it for
cvery pious reader, wiile the profound
thinker clearly perecives that this s
reaily the true meihod of expounding not
only prophecy but ulso all other Scrip-
wres. The expositor, who keeps the
Saviour very much in the back ground, is
scarcely more at fanit as a theologinn
than he is faisc as a legician.  The whole
Bibic should he regarded as the volume
of Christian Theology 3 for the Historical
and Biographical, as well as the Typical,
Prophctical and purely dogmatical parts
are all fited to unfold less or more Tully
that glorious scheme by which God can
be « just, vet the justifier of the ungadly in
Christ Jesus.™  Buy, although every intelli-
gent Christian wees this as a simple and
broad truth, yet he no less cdearly sees
that zome portions of the Sacred Volume
are more rnichly impregaated with the
doctrine of the (raxpel than others. Now,
litte as the enperfis ial thinker or man of
mere faney may suppose, itis neventheless
truc that the Baok of Revelation is
cmineatly rich with the great doctrines
of the Goepel and those comfortadle
pramizes which draw thar cficacy from
these doctrines. How sublimely, yet
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plainly, are the doctrines of the supreme
Divinity of the Saviour, the character of
His person, and the nature and benetits of
lhs atoncment, as well as the Divimty,
Persoualiny and work of the Spunt taught
tn tns wondertul Bovk.  Yet atas panful
w think to what a culpable extent these
glorwus truths have enher been wholly
everloohed or but partally noticed by
many of its commentators,

T'us 1> 1 1o sense true of our Author,
for, whdde we think Ins views on Prc pheti-
cal events much more satsfactory than
tiiose ol any other writer with whom we
are acquainted, stll his theologieal views
are incomparably more to our hking than
what we generally meet with in exposi-
tions of tus parton of Seripture.  {t were
saging ltlo o affirm that Mr. Pollok is a
sound divine.  He is obviously a man of
very profound and extensive views of the
scheme of salvation.  Itisin the nghest
degree pleasing to see how artlessly, yet
with what beauty and force, he works out
and illustrates the great doctrines of the
Gospel, as he advances step by step in his
exposion of the obscure or prophetical
passages.  If the swhole work be conduct-
ted on the same admirable plan, it will be
fovnd to contain a very excellent sysiem
of Theology. aithough not presented in a
systematic form.

As we cannot go {ully into details in
unfolding the merits of the work, our
readers must be content with a few
additional remarks on its general character
amd a few brief extracts, which swill show
the spirit and qualitics of the writing.

The Author very properly lavs great
stress on sywmbolic language, as furnishing
the true key to most of the prophetic
cvents.  Indeed he, that docs not in some
gaad measure understand the hieroglyphic
or symholic language employed by the
inspired writer, cannot even make an
approximation to an accurate exposition
of this book. But then itis not casy in
all cases Lo find the true key to the sym-
bals themselves, nor ¢ven,after it is found,
to use it always with sound judgemeut and
rigorous conaistency.  In both respects
we think Mr. Poliok eminently success-
ful 5 and, although we do not quite agree
with some of his opinions on articulate
language, yet we are free to say that his
treatise on the symbolic language, in the
opening of the work, is a learned and
masterly  performance.  The  canons,
which he liys down on symbolic lan-
guage, are remarkable clear and sound. and
what cannot he said of all may be sid of
him, that he steacdily adheres to his own
canons; hence the perspicuity of tus
reasoning and the strength of lus conclu-
sions. His principles on symbolic ian-
guage are stated in the following terms:
“‘The arguments drawn  from analogy
“ must ho uscd with great care, so as to
< cxclude the bare exeraise of human
« fancy withont any appeal to the Word

41

ed to the sense determined through the
use of a hweroglyph by the prophets,
and, il the occurrence of any term furmish
a proper ainductuon, it should be deemed
the most satisfactory, and of 1t s suppuort-
ed by the sense of he word, hiteral or
analogical, the true sense s sull niore
« broadly estabhished.”

Atthough style is by no means a chief
attnibute in a performance of this sort, yet
i were unfair not to say that the authors
style is in weneral excellent, plan, vet
rich and nervous.  Nor s it seldom, when
the subject warrants a more lofty dicuion,
that the aiyle rises to wihatis really grand
and majestic, and that without losing any
thing of its simplicity ard womatic plan-
ness.  We do not mean to say that the
work is faultless, but, on the whole, the
excellencies are so many and great that
we have no heart to dwell on what are
but trvial blemishes.  We cannot but
think that one of these blemishes is the
title of the work, « Apocalyptic Regencra-
tion” It is easy to sec the intention of
this tule, but it)s just as easv to see very
good objections 1o it, nor is it difficult to
see that the author mght readily have
found a better ttle.

We shall now give a few extracts.  The
fiest we select is from the description of
the Thronein the v. chap. of REvetaTiON.

« Learn, thirdly, how preposterous and
“ foohish 1t muit he 1o contend with Gad.
“ e sits on the Throne of the Universe ;
“angcels, men, and the vast creation are
 under His supreme command. Ileis to
“look on like a jasper and sardine stone.
“ Mercy and truth go before His face;
“ justice and judgement are the habitation
“af His Throne.  Though lightuings,
¢ thunderings, voices, and carthquakes
« proceed from His Throne, it is encircled
* by a law of grace, which no storm can
“ dissipate.  And the events ofa sovereign
and mysterious Providerce are under the
control of His wisdom, justice, and gand-
ness. - He sends His angels throsgh the
universe. quicker  than the hightmag's
flash, on wissions of judgement or of
mercy.  The thoughts and the passions,
the hives and the deaths of men are
“under Hie sway. The magazines of
< aawre are at His supreme command.
« The desolating snow, the killing frost,
“ the fiery mcteor, the clectric cloud, the
« volcanoe™s hquid stores, and the carih-
« quakc’s terrific osallantons. Why should
“ we reman enemics o God for a single
< moment; for where could we hule
« oursclves from the power of lhs
« xwrath 17

Take another extract from the ded'ara-
uon of the Living Creatures—« Holy,
holy, haly.”™ <« It may bc estcemed a
morc ingenious and fanciful than a cor-
rect observation, that thus language refers
to the three persons of the Gadkead—
Haly Father, oly Son,and Holy Spint.
The devolions of Heaven are, however,
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“of God. The first place must be assign- | rendered unto theso three persons.  Tho



