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# God requircth tiat wineh i3 past.”’—Ziccles. hl. 15.
Pencuaner my hours are numbered zow,

And lifo’s remaining sands aro fow §
Btill o’cr tho past iny tears must flow,
Sad tho review)
¥
From uurefreshing sleep X wakic,
And whilein restlessnrss I cigh,
A mournful retrospect I tako
Of days gono by.

How oft has inorning’s fragrant breeze,
Whoso breath I now no more inhale,
Walted the joys o health und case
On every gale,

But still I slept and still I woke,
‘Phankless to Him who all bestowed,
And never, or profancly spoke
Or thee, great God

A foran of words, a heartless prayer,
‘This was the homage paid to theo;
Whoso bounteous love, whoso ceascless taro,

Gave ull tome.
Aloved oy friandy, and gne boloyass g % .

But solf was all in all fo mo;
Thy gifts wero pot for theo improved—
I loved not theo!

And thus thy first and great command,
If not despised, was disoheyed;
TWelt may thy heavy chastening kand
Make mo afraid !

Well mav I fear that, now in y.'mlh,
Thou wilt cut short lifo’s briztlo thread
Aud clos¢ for mo that narrow path
I would uot tread.

But merey, mezey ¥ implore "
Through Christ’s atomng £acrilies,
*T'o Hiin, cre lito's short days are o'er,

1lift my cycs.

Yor poor lost, sinners he was slain;
For them e Jied—for them Le lives,
Hope kindles inmy heart again;
"That hope he gives.

i”xtlfhfottts Atigecliany.
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TIE REV. STEPNEN DOUGLASS,

Wrose death in the midst of a singularly robust
angd cncrsclio life we announced in the Jast number
of The Churck Journal, wasa wan of aduurable
aood qualities, though of 3 kind that required fa-
:niliar acqaintance to cnable one to appreciate them
thoroughly.  Ilis virtues had all the weight and
worth, but lacked something of the ring and glitter
of fiae gold. He was a mau of education, ability,
znd of a thoroughly kind heart. Ile was a man of
sterling principle, morcover; but lacked the art, oz
thoinstinet, whichever it may be, of securing im-
mediste pepularity. Ho knew no path to en’s
bearts, but that of substantial good decds—an es-
cellent path, indeed, but somewbat slow and rough
3n an age of rapid travelling. It was consequently
bis lot, during a laborious ministry of sisteen years,
$a kgow chicily the sbady sido of bis profession.

So much was this the case, that after cight years
of struggle, and toil, he became fully convineed,
zhat 1o get even a scanty support for himself and a
seawing family, he must citber subordinate bis pro-
fession to eome more gainful employment, or must
gerve Himself to a system of most rigid, and what
£5 aay but an iren will would bave proved a mosg
sntglerable system of self-denial.  Under these cir-
cuwstanees, it is greatly to tho credit of Mr. Dou-
glass that he adhercd to the patient exerciee of bis
Dinig-y. [ made up his mind (o scork, 2¢ long
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as work could bo found, to keep out of del!, and o
provide for his family, in cuso of his awn death,
by punctual pagment of the anaual prewivm on a
lifo insurance. Lheeo three objects ho 1anaged to
sccomplish. Ho worked ; ho kept out ¢fcilit ; ho
hield on to bis thoughtful provision for bis {amily.
If wo were to tell our readers what it c¢ast him
somectimes to adhero to bi: benorable purpos, they
would bo more shocked, wn fear, by the ansorities
ho endured, than cdified by the example of wualy
and christian self-denial.

About threo years since, Mr. Douglasy t.uk o
hand tho Mission work in Jersoy City.~Trinity
Chapel,—to which e devoted whatever renained to
him of strength and zeal.  Ilo labored ‘on tho Treo
Church Systew, and on strictly missionary ground.
In tho congregation that ho gathored, thore was no
wealth at all, and little promive of ability to support
a married clergyman iu any sort of comfort, ‘o
the credit of tho Freo Chureh systom, Lo it said,
bowever,—and statemonts have been mado in zomo
of the Daily Tapers which require it to Lo gaid—
that Mr. Douglass was better appreciated, nnd vast.
ly bietter supported in this ficld of labor, than in any
ho liad tricd heretofore.  Ilis salary was, of course,
not Jarge. e had still to practiso great selfdenial—
greater, nerhaps, that the extont of it was not ktowa
sufliciently to his brother clergy.  Dut ho hzd the
affictions and the freewill offerings of his flock. In

roportion to tho means of those among whom he
abored, cod in comparison with what he had ex
rienced in older and wealthier parisbos, ho lad be-

n to bo properly and alost liberally supported.

is circumstanees in fact wero steadily improving.
If ho could havo hold on for = fow years longer, wo
doubt not but bo would have lbeenin a posﬁon to

iva to bis flock not only bis eatuest £.34%ealoas

birg*out=whiat"1s drs’ bost oitering 2"eferzymos
cah give, 2 mind freo from harassing care, and en-
tirely unembarrassed in the work of saviug precious
soula.

For this reward of his labors it has pleased God
to substitute a higher and moro enduring crown.—
Tha overtasked laborer is often thus. surmmoned to
his rest before the ovening comes.  While the sun
is &till high in tho bheavens, tho celestial watchers
look down, and seo the good ox drooping in the field.
They come gladly to bis help. Thoy mercifally un-
yoko him in the midst of bis unfiniched furrow.—
They lead him quietly away, and ho quietly and
religiously follows. In such wise our carnest and
laborious brother departed to bis rest.  Whosoever
shall be called to cnter next upen bis uufiniched
work, will find, we doubt not, that the plough ke
drew has struek deep into the subsoil of the best re-
lizious affections of a grateful and appreciativo peo-
ple.

We are writing a notice, not a culogy; and will
mako no attewpt, therefore, to sum up the excellen-
cies of Mr. Douglass’s charzeter, though wo believe
them to have been both greast and rare. Two re-
marks, however, we cannot help making, in counce
tion with the painful and delieate subject of the pri-
vations, which most deserving and most laborious
clergymen havo often to submit to, for a lack of a
sufficicnt remuneration for their willing, but self de-
nying labors.

In tho first place, Mr. Douglass was a proof, that
evon in the deepest shade of the thady sido of 1nia-
isterial life, a faithfu) and high-tened Christian man
can create, as it were, a sunshine peculiarly bis
own. Wo happon to know that it tho midst of do-
mestic straits, such as fow wmen cld bave borne,
Mr. Douglass managed to securr a very largo
amount of domestic happiness. And bow coald this
be? Our answer is, that ho taught his family, like
bimself, to be content with the Lord, fr their por-
tion. Life to them, as to him, was moro than meat.
The body, presented as z living serifico to God's
service, was more thau raiment.  On the few occas
stong, in which he wade knowe to othess the extend
of the #alf denial he praetised, it was toshow, that
man could bo happy iimsclf. and could suppors u fa-
wily ju cheerful content, “on less than wady an un-
marricd man would deem necossary for food and nai-
ment  In this respect, he was happier in what ho
had not, thau most wen aroin what they have.

fn the eccond place, the privations wo have felt it
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our Juty to allude to in this notice,~moro broadiy,
pethapy, than sensitive readers will nonsider consist-
ent with delieacy and good taste,—are by no means
wieaminen aong the clerzy, and by no means con-
fined to those who, as the eaying is, * have mistaken
theie calling.”  In tho Church’s fiold thoro are
doubtless many bard and stony lots.  Tho calliog to
thete i« oy truo n calling, and in every way ns divine
r3to a.at are popularly considered moro pleasant
places. Tt requires, moreover, as good and truo
wen to il such places. This being the case, thero
ought to be i iro deaided efforts than thero are, on
the port of wealthier parizhes, to enualize in somo
weasuie the support given to thoe clergy. Tho abun.
danee of ouo part of tho ficld ouglt to be made to
minister to the pecessitios of another.  Id¢ Miesion-
ary labor espacially,—and wo believe thero is no
Missionary work sv harrassing as that which is un-
dertaken by duvotea men among the spiritually des-
fitute parts of ¢ur owu population,—the carncat
Jabore: vaght to be freed entirely, if possible, from
eccuniary cares. Wo can only commend tho sabject,
owaver, to th. thoughtful consideration of our rea-
ders: we Lavs not space at present to colarge upon
it—2. Y, Oturch Jouraal, Feb. 4.
T7E LORD'S JEWELS.

Rebbi Meir sat duriog tho whele of ono Sabbath
day 1 tho public school and instructed the peoplo.
During his absence from hia bouso his two sons died,
both of thew of uncommon beauty and  enlightened
ie tho law. His wife bore them to her bed-chamber
Iaid them upon tho marriago bed, spread a whits
vovering over their bodies. In the ovening Rabbi
Meir came homo. ** Where are my two eons,” be
asked, *¢that I may give them my blessing.”
no to tho school,” was tho answer.
T-repeatedly looked vodhd the sthool,” hdweplied,
“and I did not seo them there.”  Sho reached to
him a goblet, ho praiscd the Lord at tho going out
of tho Sabbath, drank, and again asked * Where
are my sons, that, they, too, way driok of the cup
of blessing 2* ¢ hey will not bo far of,"” she
said, and placed food before him that bo might eat.
He was in a gladsoro and  genial mood, aod when
ho had enid graco after the meal, sho thus addressed
him : * Rabbi, with thy permission, I would fah
proposo to thee ono question.”  ¢* Ask i, theo,
oy love,” he replied. ** A few days ago o persen
cntrusted some jewels to my custody, and now he
demands them again; should I give them back
again " **That is a question,” said Rabbi Meir,
“ which my wife should not have thought it necesea~
ry to ask. What, wouldst thon hesitate or bo re-
luetant to restore to every one his ovm I “ No,”
ghe replied ; ¢« but yet I thought it best not to res-
tere tiem without acquainting thee therewith"
Sha then led bim to the chamber, and stepping to
the bed took the white coverings from their bodies.
Ab, wy sous ! my sons ! thus loudly lamonted the
father ~ My sons! my sons! the light of minc eyes,
aod the light of my understanding.al was your fa.
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ther, Lut yo were my teachers in the law.”  The
mother turned away and wept bitterly. At length

she took her busband by the hand and said, ** Rab-
bi, did:¢ thou not teach me that ono sbould not bo
reluctant to restore that which was entrusted to our
keoping ?  Sco, the Lord gave, and the Lord hath
taken away, and blessed be the name of tho Lord.”
—Episcopal Recorder.

T e TN AT WAL AR L AL AL L L e .

Tue Routsy Cuvroit 1y Meszco.—It is stated
that in a sceret conclave beld at Rome on the 15th
of December, the state of the Roman Cathole Church
in Mexieo, South America, and Switzerland, was
taken into coasideration ; and 2n allocution sinco
published by his Holiness on the aubject clearly
shows that the Papal influence is considerably less
in those countries than in this. Tho Pope complains
bitterly of the new gosernment of Mexico, which
has completely ect aside the ecclesiastical jurisdiction
and sequestered the property of the Chureh. We
are tolc(il that the monastic establishmenta havo zefased
to permit the ** visitation” of the Bishaps, snd that
gome of them have, in open defiancs of the canonieal
laws, sold part of their property. Tho permission
given by the government to all sects publicly to

{ practice their rehigious riglhts, is denounced as *‘ 2n

abominnble measure, which is caloulsted to under=



